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trees, and other natural growths, and nests and 
eggs of birds removed, and all implements or 
paraphernalia, including guns, fishing equip-
ment, and boats used or attempted to be used 
contrary to the provisions of this chapter or any 
regulations made pursuant thereto, shall, when 
found by such employee or by any marshal or 
deputy marshal, be summarily seized by him 
and placed in the custody of such persons as the 
Secretary of the Interior may by regulation pre-
scribe. 

(c) Reports of seizures; forfeiture and libel pro-
ceedings 

A report of the seizure shall be made to the 
United States attorney for the judicial district 
in which the seizure is made, for forfeiture ei-
ther (1) upon conviction of the offender under 
section 730 of this title, or (2) by proceedings by 
libel in rem. Such libel proceedings shall con-
form as near as may be to civil suits in admi-
ralty, except that either party may demand 
trial by jury upon any issue of fact when the 
value in controversy exceeds $20. In case of a 
jury trial the verdict of the jury shall have the 
same effect as the finding of the court upon the 
facts. Libel proceedings shall be at the suit and 
in the name of the United States. If such forfeit-
ure proceedings are not instituted within a rea-
sonable time, the United States attorney shall 
give notice thereof, and the custodian shall 
thereupon release the articles seized. 

(June 7, 1924, ch. 346, § 8, 43 Stat. 651; 1939 Reorg. 
Plan No. II, § 4(e), (f), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 
53 Stat. 1433; Pub. L. 90–578, title IV, § 402(b)(2), 
Oct. 17, 1968, 82 Stat. 1118; Pub. L. 101–650, title 
III, § 321, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5117.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States magistrate judge’’ substituted for 
‘‘United States magistrate’’ in subsec. (a) pursuant to 
section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a note under 
section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-
dure. Previously, ‘‘United States magistrate’’ sub-
stituted in subsec. (a) for ‘‘United States commis-
sioner’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 90–578. See chapter 43 (§ 631 
et seq.) of Title 28. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Sec-
retary or other official in Department of the Interior 
under this chapter to Federal Inspector, Office of Fed-
eral Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System, and subsequent transfer to Secretary of 
Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for Alaska Natu-
ral Gas Transportation Projects, see Transfer of Func-
tions note set out under section 725 of this title. 

Transfer of functions of Secretary of Agriculture and 
Secretary of Commerce to Secretary of the Interior by 
Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939, see Transfer of Functions 
note set out under section 723 of this title. 

§ 728. Expenditures 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
make such expenditures for construction, equip-
ment, maintenance, repairs, and improvements, 
including expenditures for personal services at 
the seat of government and elsewhere, as may be 
necessary to execute the functions imposed upon 
him by this chapter and as may be provided for 
by Congress from time to time. 

(June 7, 1924, ch. 346, § 9, 43 Stat. 652; 1939 Reorg. 
Plan No. II, § 4(e), (f), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 
53 Stat. 1433.) 

CODIFICATION 

As originally enacted, this section contained an addi-
tional paragraph which appropriated a sum half of 
which was to be available, until expended, for the ex-
penditures mentioned herein. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions of Secretary of Agriculture and 
Secretary of Commerce to Secretary of the Interior, by 
Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939, see Transfer of Functions 
note set out under section 723 of this title. 

§ 729. Price per acre 

The Secretary of the Interior shall not pay for 
any land or land and water a price which shall 
exceed an average cost of $10 per acre: Provided, 
That this provision shall not apply to any land 
or land and water prior to May 12, 1928, acquired 
or contracted for under the provisions of this 
chapter. 

(June 7, 1924, ch. 346, § 10, 43 Stat. 652; Mar. 4, 
1925, ch. 558, 43 Stat. 1354; May 12, 1928, ch. 534, 
45 Stat. 502; 1939 Reorg. Plan No. II, § 4 (f), eff. 
July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433.) 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions of this section, which authorized an appro-
priation of $1,500,000 for the acquisition of authorized 
areas and for all necessary expenses thereto, were omit-
ted. The text set out above constituted the first and 
second provisos to the omitted provisions. 

AMENDMENTS 

1928—Act May 12, 1928, substituted ‘‘which shall ex-
ceed an average cost of $10 per acre’’ for ‘‘which when 
added to the price of land or land and water theretofore 
purchased, shall exceed an average cost of $5 per acre’’, 
and inserted proviso making the provision of this sec-
tion inapplicable to any land or land and water prior to 
May 12, 1928. 

1925—Act Mar. 4, 1925, substituted proviso for restric-
tion on availability of money for acquisition of areas. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions of Secretary of Agriculture to 
Secretary of the Interior by Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939, 
see Transfer of Functions note set out under section 723 
of this title. 

§ 730. Violations of law or regulations; punish-
ment 

Any person who shall violate or fail to comply 
with any provision of or any regulation made 
pursuant to this chapter shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined not more than $500 or be impris-
oned not more than six months, or both. 

(June 7, 1924, ch. 346, § 11, 43 Stat. 652.) 

§ 731. Effect on other laws 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as 
exempting any portion of the Mississippi River 
from the provisions of Federal laws for the im-
provement, preservation, and protection of navi-
gable waters, nor as authorizing any inter-
ference with the operations of the Department 
of the Army in carrying out any project now or 
hereafter adopted for the improvement of said 
river. 

(June 7, 1924, ch. 346, § 13, 43 Stat. 652; July 26, 
1947, ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.) 
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CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued military Department of the Army 
under administrative supervision of Secretary of the 
Army. 

CHAPTER 9—FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Sec. 

741, 742. Repealed or Omitted. 
742a. Declaration of policy. 
742b. United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 
742b–1. Assistant Director for Wildlife and Sport Fish 

Restoration Programs. 
742c. Loans for financing or refinancing of cost of 

purchasing, constructing, equipping, main-
taining, repairing, or operating commercial 
fishing vessels or gear. 

742c–1. Investment in obligations of the United 
States; proceeds to be used for fisheries. 

742d. Investigations; preparation and dissemina-
tion of information; reports. 

742d–1. Studies of effects in use of chemicals. 
742e. Transfer of functions to Secretary. 
742f. Powers of Secretaries of the Interior and 

Commerce. 
742f–1. National Volunteer Coordination Program. 
742g. Cooperation with State Department. 
742h. Reports on fishery products. 
742i. Effect on rights of States and international 

commissions. 
742j. Authorization of appropriations. 
742j–1. Airborne hunting. 
742j–2. Uniform allowance. 
742k. Management and disposition of vessels and 

other property acquired and arising out of 
fishery loans or related type of activities. 

742l. Enforcement authority for the protection of 
fish and wildlife resources. 

742l–1. Authority to use available law enforcement 
funds. 

742m. Relinquishment of exclusive legislative juris-
diction. 

743. Repealed. 
743a. Detail of personnel and loan of equipment to 

Director of Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife. 

744. Investigations; fish propagation; investiga-
tions of damages by predacious fishes; exec-
utive assistance. 

745. Powers of Secretary. 
746. Vessels of Fish and Wildlife Service. 
746a. Operation and maintenance fees for the M/V 

Tiglax and other vessels. 
747. Omitted. 
748. Expenditure of appropriations for propaga-

tion of food fishes. 
749. Omitted. 
750. Station on Mississippi River for rescue of 

fishes and propagation of mussels. 
751. Personnel. 
752. Omitted. 
753. Cooperative work. 
753a. Cooperative research and training programs 

for fish and wildlife resources. 
753b. Authorization of appropriations. 
754. Commutation of rations for officers and crews 

of vessels of Service. 
754a. Appropriations for United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service; purchases from. 
754b. Funds from private entities credited to Re-

source Management account. 
754c. Work under reimbursable agreements; record-

ing obligations and crediting amounts re-
ceived. 

Sec. 

754d. Fee schedule for forensic laboratory services. 
754e. Funds for contaminant sample analyses. 

§ 741. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–488, title IV, 
§ 402(a)(3), Aug. 19, 1964, 78 Stat. 492 

Section, R.S. § 4395; acts Jan. 20, 1888, ch. 1, 25 Stat. 
1; Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 364, 43 Stat. 1046, related to appoint-
ment, etc. of a Commissioner of Fisheries. 

§ 742. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, acts Mar. 4, 1911, ch. 285, § 1, 36 Stat. 1436; 
Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736, provided for an act-
ing Commissioner of Fisheries. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939, § 4(e), (f), eff. July 1, 1939, 
4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433, set out in the Appendix to 
Title 5, transferred Bureau of Fisheries in Department 
of Commerce and its functions, and Bureau of Biologi-
cal Survey in Department of Agriculture and its func-
tions, to Department of the Interior, to be adminis-
tered under direction and supervision of Secretary of 
the Interior. 

Reorg. Plan No. III of 1940, § 3, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 
2108, 54 Stat. 1232, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees, consolidated 
Bureau of Fisheries and Bureau of Biological Survey 
into one agency in Department of the Interior to be 
known as the Fish and Wildlife Service. It was further 
provided that functions of consolidated agency should 
be administered under direction and supervision of Sec-
retary of the Interior by a director and assistants, and 
that offices of Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner 
of Fisheries and offices of Chief and Associate Chief of 
Bureau of Biological Survey should be abolished and 
their functions transferred to consolidated agency. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service, created by Reorg. Plan 
No. III of 1940 was succeeded by United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service established by act Aug. 8, 1956, ch. 1036, 
§ 3, 70 Stat. 1119. See section 742b of this title. 

EX. ORD. NO. 9634. ESTABLISHMENT OF FISHERY 
CONSERVATION ZONES 

Ex. Ord. No. 9634, Sept. 28, 1945, 10 F.R. 12305, provided 
in part: 

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority vested in 
me as President of the United States, it is hereby or-
dered that the Secretary of State and the Secretary of 
the Interior shall from time to time jointly recommend 
the establishment by Executive orders of fishery con-
servation zones in areas of the high seas contiguous to 
the coasts of the United States, pursuant to the procla-
mation entitled ‘‘Policy of the United States With Re-
spect to Coastal Fisheries in Certain Areas of the High 
Seas’’ [Proc. No. 2668, Sept. 28, 1945, 10 F.R. 12304], this 
day signed by me, and said Secretaries shall in each 
case recommend provisions to be incorporated in such 
orders relating to the administration, regulation and 
control of the fishery resources of and fishing activities 
in such zones, pursuant to authority of law heretofore 
or hereafter provided. 

HARRY S TRUMAN. 

§ 742a. Declaration of policy 

The Congress declares that the fish, shellfish, 
and wildlife resources of the Nation make a ma-
terial contribution to our national economy and 
food supply, as well as a material contribution 
to the health, recreation, and well-being of our 
citizens; that such resources are a living, renew-
able form of national wealth that is capable of 
being maintained and greatly increased with 
proper management, but equally capable of de-
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