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AMENDMENTS

2008—Pub. L. 110-401, title V, §501(b)(3), Oct. 13, 2008,
122 Stat. 4251, added items 2258A to 2258E.
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1990—Pub. L. 101-647, title II, §226(g)(2), Nov. 29, 1990,
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1988—Pub. L. 100-690, title VII, §§7512(c), 7513(b), Nov.
18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4487, 4488, added items 2251A and 2257.

1986—Pub. L. 99-500, §101(b), [title VII, §703(b)], Oct.
18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783-39, 1783-75, and Pub. L. 99-591,
§101(b) [title VII, §703(b)], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341-39,
3341-75, added item 2255 and redesignated former item
2255 as 2256.

1984—Pub. L. 98-292, §7, May 21, 1984, 98 Stat. 206,
added items 2253 and 2254 and redesignated former item
2253 as 2255.

§2251. Sexual exploitation of children

(a) Any person who employs, uses, persuades,
induces, entices, or coerces any minor to engage
in, or who has a minor assist any other person
to engage in, or who transports any minor in or
affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or in
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any Territory or Possession of the United
States, with the intent that such minor engage
in, any sexually explicit conduct for the purpose
of producing any visual depiction of such con-
duct or for the purpose of transmitting a live
visual depiction of such conduct, shall be pun-
ished as provided under subsection (e), if such
person knows or has reason to know that such
visual depiction will be transported or transmit-
ted using any means or facility of interstate or
foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or
foreign commerce or mailed, if that visual de-
piction was produced or transmitted using mate-
rials that have been mailed, shipped, or trans-
ported in or affecting interstate or foreign com-
merce by any means, including by computer, or
if such visual depiction has actually been trans-
ported or transmitted using any means or facil-
ity of interstate or foreign commerce or in or af-
fecting interstate or foreign commerce or
mailed.

(b) Any parent, legal guardian, or person hav-
ing custody or control of a minor who know-
ingly permits such minor to engage in, or to as-
sist any other person to engage in, sexually ex-
plicit conduct for the purpose of producing any
visual depiction of such conduct or for the pur-
pose of transmitting a live visual depiction of
such conduct shall be punished as provided
under subsection (e) of this section, if such par-
ent, legal guardian, or person knows or has rea-
son to know that such visual depiction will be
transported or transmitted using any means or
facility of interstate or foreign commerce or in
or affecting interstate or foreign commerce or
mailed, if that visual depiction was produced or
transmitted using materials that have been
mailed, shipped, or transported in or affecting
interstate or foreign commerce by any means,
including by computer, or if such visual depic-
tion has actually been transported or transmit-
ted using any means or facility of interstate or
foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or
foreign commerce or mailed.

(c)(1) Any person who, in a circumstance de-
scribed in paragraph (2), employs, uses, per-
suades, induces, entices, or coerces any minor to
engage in, or who has a minor assist any other
person to engage in, any sexually explicit con-
duct outside of the United States, its territories
or possessions, for the purpose of producing any
visual depiction of such conduct, shall be pun-
ished as provided under subsection (e).

(2) The circumstance referred to in paragraph
(1) is that—

(A) the person intends such visual depiction
to be transported to the United States, its ter-
ritories or possessions, by any means, includ-
ing by using any means or facility of inter-
state or foreign commerce or mail; or

(B) the person transports such visual depic-
tion to the United States, its territories or
possessions, by any means, including by using
any means or facility of interstate or foreign
commerce or mail.

(d)(1) Any person who, in a circumstance de-
scribed in paragraph (2), knowingly makes,
prints, or publishes, or causes to be made, print-
ed, or published, any notice or advertisement
seeking or offering—

(A) to receive, exchange, buy, produce, dis-
play, distribute, or reproduce, any visual de-
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