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1 So in original. The period probably should be ‘‘; and’’. 

court for the purpose of preventing violent 
or threatening acts or harassment against, 
sexual violence, or contact or communica-
tion with or physical proximity to, another 
person, including any temporary or final 
order issued by a civil or criminal court 
whether obtained by filing an independent 
action or as a pendente lite order in another 
proceeding so long as any civil or criminal 
order was issued in response to a complaint, 
petition, or motion filed by or on behalf of a 
person seeking protection; and 

(B) any support, child custody or visita-
tion provisions, orders, remedies or relief is-
sued as part of a protection order, restrain-
ing order, or injunction pursuant to State, 
tribal, territorial, or local law authorizing 
the issuance of protection orders, restrain-
ing orders, or injunctions for the protection 
of victims of domestic violence, sexual as-
sault, dating violence, or stalking. 

(6) SERIOUS BODILY INJURY.—The term ‘‘seri-
ous bodily injury’’ has the meaning stated in 
section 2119(2). 

(7) SPOUSE OR INTIMATE PARTNER.—The term 
‘‘spouse or intimate partner’’ includes— 

(A) for purposes of— 
(i) sections other than 2261A— 

(I) a spouse or former spouse of the 
abuser, a person who shares a child in 
common with the abuser, and a person 
who cohabits or has cohabited as a 
spouse with the abuser; or 

(II) a person who is or has been in a so-
cial relationship of a romantic or inti-
mate nature with the abuser, as deter-
mined by the length of the relationship, 
the type of relationship, and the fre-
quency of interaction between the per-
sons involved in the relationship; and 

(ii) section 2261A— 
(I) a spouse or former spouse of the tar-

get of the stalking, a person who shares 
a child in common with the target of the 
stalking, and a person who cohabits or 
has cohabited as a spouse with the target 
of the stalking; or 

(II) a person who is or has been in a so-
cial relationship of a romantic or inti-
mate nature with the target of the stalk-
ing, as determined by the length of the 
relationship, the type of the relation-
ship, and the frequency of interaction 
between the persons involved in the rela-
tionship.1 

(B) any other person similarly situated to 
a spouse who is protected by the domestic or 
family violence laws of the State or tribal 
jurisdiction in which the injury occurred or 
where the victim resides. 

(8) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ includes a 
State of the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and a commonwealth, territory, or 
possession of the United States. 

(9) TRAVEL IN INTERSTATE OR FOREIGN COM-
MERCE.—The term ‘‘travel in interstate or for-
eign commerce’’ does not include travel from 

1 State to another by an individual who is a 
member of an Indian tribe and who remains at 
all times in the territory of the Indian tribe of 
which the individual is a member. 

(10) DATING PARTNER.—The term ‘‘dating 
partner’’ refers to a person who is or has been 
in a social relationship of a romantic or inti-
mate nature with the abuser. The existence of 
such a relationship is based on a consideration 
of— 

(A) the length of the relationship; and 
(B) the type of relationship; and 
(C) the frequency of interaction between 

the persons involved in the relationship. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40221(a), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1931; amended Pub. L. 106–386, 
div. B, title I, § 1107(d), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1499; Pub. L. 109–162, title I, §§ 106(d), 116(b), Jan. 
5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2982, 2988; Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(c), 
(i), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 752.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Par. (5). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(d)(1), added par. (5) 

and struck out heading and text of former par. (5). Text 

read as follows: ‘‘The term ‘protection order’ includes 

any injunction or other order issued for the purpose of 

preventing violent or threatening acts or harassment 

against, or contact or communication with or physical 

proximity to, another person, including any temporary 

or final order issued by a civil and criminal court 

(other than a support or child custody order issued pur-

suant to State divorce and child custody laws, except 

to the extent that such an order is entitled to full faith 

and credit under other Federal law) whether obtained 

by filing an independent action or as a pendente lite 

order in another proceeding so long as any civil order 

was issued in response to a complaint, petition, or mo-

tion filed by or on behalf of a person seeking protec-

tion.’’ 
Par. (7)(A). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(d)(2), which directed 

amendment of cls. (i) and (ii) by substituting ‘‘2261A— 
‘‘(I) a spouse or former spouse of the abuser, a per-

son who shares a child in common with the abuser, 

and a person who cohabits or has cohabited as a 

spouse with the abuser; or 
‘‘(II) a person who is or has been in a social rela-

tionship of a romantic or intimate nature with the 

abuser, as determined by the length of the relation-

ship, the type of relationship, and the frequency of 

interaction between the persons involved in the rela-

tionship’’ 
for ‘‘2261A, a spouse or former spouse of the abuser, a 

person who shares a child in common with the abuser, 

and a person who cohabits or has cohabited as a spouse 

with the abuser’’, was executed only to cl. (i) to reflect 

the probable intent of Congress because the quoted lan-

guage to be deleted does not appear in cl. (ii). 
Par. (7)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(c), added cl. (ii) and 

struck out former cl. (ii) which read as follows: ‘‘sec-

tion 2261A, a spouse or former spouse of the target of 

the stalking, a person who shares a child in common 

with the target of the stalking, and a person who co-

habits or has cohabited as a spouse with the target of 

the stalking; and’’. 
Par. (10). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(i), substituted ‘‘. The ex-

istence of such a relationship is’’ for ‘‘and the existence 

of such a relationship’’ in introductory provisions. 
Pub. L. 109–162, § 116(b), added par. (10). 
2000—Pub. L. 106–386 reenacted section catchline 

without change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, text defined ‘‘bodily injury’’, ‘‘Indian 

country’’, ‘‘protection order’’, ‘‘spouse or intimate 

partner’’, ‘‘State’’, and ‘‘travel across State lines’’. 

CHAPTER 111—SHIPPING 

Sec. 

2271. Conspiracy to destroy vessels. 



Page 519 TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE § 2274 

1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline. 
2 So in original. Probably should be followed by a period. 

Sec. 

2272. Destruction of vessel by owner. 
2273. Destruction of vessel by nonowner. 
2274. Destruction or misuse of vessel by person in 

charge. 
2275. Firing or tampering with vessel.1 
2276. Breaking and entering vessel. 
2277. Explosives or dangerous weapons aboard ves-

sels. 
2278. Explosives on vessels carrying steerage pas-

sengers. 
2279. Boarding vessels before arrival. 
2280. Violence against maritime navigation. 
2281. Violence against maritime fixed platforms. 
2282A. Devices or dangerous substances in waters of 

the United States likely to destroy or dam-

age ships or to interfere with maritime 

commerce. 
2282B. Violence against aids to maritime navigation. 
2283. Transportation of explosive, chemical, bio-

logical, or radioactive or nuclear mate-

rials.1 
2284. Transportation of terrorists. 
2285. Operation of submersible vessel or semi-sub-

mersible vessel without nationality 2 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–407, title I, § 102(b), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 

Stat. 4298, added item 2285. 
2006—Pub. L. 109–177, title III, §§ 304(b)(2), 305(b), Mar. 

9, 2006, 120 Stat. 235, 237, added items 2282B, 2283, and 

2284. 
Pub. L. 109–177, title III, § 304(a)(2), Mar. 9, 2006, 120 

Stat. 235, which directed amendment of table of sec-

tions for this chapter by adding item 2282A after item 

2282, was executed by adding item 2282A after item 2281 

to reflect the probable intent of Congress, because 

there is no item 2282. 
1994—Pub. L. 103–322, title VI, § 60019(b), Sept. 13, 1994, 

108 Stat. 1979, added items 2280 and 2281. 
1990—Pub. L. 101–647, title XXXV, § 3566, Nov. 29, 1990, 

104 Stat. 4928, substituted ‘‘vessels’’ for ‘‘vessel’’ in 

item 2271. 

§ 2271. Conspiracy to destroy vessels 

Whoever, on the high seas, or within the 
United States, willfully and corruptly conspires, 
combines, and confederates with any other per-
son, such other person being either within or 
without the United States, to cast away or 
otherwise destroy any vessel, with intent to in-
jure any person that may have underwritten or 
may thereafter underwrite any policy of insur-
ance thereon or on goods on board thereof, or 
with intent to injure any person that has lent or 
advanced, or may lend or advance, any money 
on such vessel on bottomry or respondentia; or 

Whoever, within the United States, builds, or 
fits out any vessel to be cast away or destroyed, 
with like intent— 

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than ten years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 803; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 487 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 296, 35 Stat. 1146). 
Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in 

the alternative. 
Reference to a person who ‘‘aids in building or fitting 

out any vessel’’ was omitted as unnecessary in view of 

section 2 making all aiders guilty as principal. 

Changes in phraseology were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 
title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’ in last par. 

§ 2272. Destruction of vessel by owner 

Whoever, upon the high seas or on any other 
waters within the admiralty and maritime juris-
diction of the United States, willfully and cor-
ruptly casts away or otherwise destroys any ves-
sel of which he is owner, in whole or in part, 
with intent to injure any person that may un-
derwrite any policy of insurance thereon, or any 
merchant that may have goods thereon, or any 
other owner of such vessel, shall be imprisoned 
for life or for any term of years. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 803.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 491 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 300, 35 Stat. 1147). 

§ 2273. Destruction of vessel by nonowner 

Whoever, not being an owner, upon the high 
seas or on any other waters within the admi-
ralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United 
States, willfully and corruptly casts away or 
otherwise destroys any vessel of the United 
States to which he belongs, or willfully at-
tempts the destruction thereof, shall be impris-
oned not more than ten years. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 804.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 492 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 301, 35 Stat. 1147). 
Words ‘‘with intent to destroy the same, sets fire to 

any such vessel, or otherwise’’ following ‘‘willfully’’ 

and preceding ‘‘attempts’’ were omitted as surplusage. 

§ 2274. Destruction or misuse of vessel by person 
in charge 

Whoever, being the owner, master or person in 
charge or command of any private vessel, for-
eign or domestic, or a member of the crew or 
other person, within the territorial waters of the 
United States, willfully causes or permits the 
destruction or injury of such vessel or know-
ingly permits said vessel to be used as a place of 
resort for any person conspiring with another or 
preparing to commit any offense against the 
United States, or any offense in violation of the 
treaties of the United States or of the obliga-
tions of the United States under the law of na-
tions, or to defraud the United States; or know-
ingly permits such vessels to be used in viola-
tion of the rights and obligations of the United 
States under the law of nations, shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than ten 
years, or both. 

In case such vessels are so used, with the 
knowledge of the owner or master or other per-
son in charge or command thereof, the vessel, 
together with her tackle, apparel, furniture, and 
equipment, shall be subject to seizure and for-
feiture to the United States in the same manner 
as merchandise is forfeited for violation of the 
customs revenue laws. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 804; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 
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