§485

genuine instruments issued under the authority
of the United States, or by any foreign govern-
ment, or corporation, as to produce one instru-
ment, with intent to defraud, shall be guilty of
forgery in the same manner as if the parts so
put together were falsely made or forged, and
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not
more than 10 years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 708; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 107-56, title III, §374(h),
Oct. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 341.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §276 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §162, 35 Stat. 1119).
Minor changes in phraseology were made.

AMENDMENTS

2001—Pub. L. 107-56 substituted ‘10 years’ for ‘‘five
years’.

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000"".

§485. Coins or bars

Whoever falsely makes, forges, or counterfeits
any coin or bar in resemblance or similitude of
any coin of a denomination higher than 5 cents
or any gold or silver bar coined or stamped at
any mint or assay office of the United States, or
in resemblance or similitude of any foreign gold
or silver coin current in the United States or in
actual use and circulation as money within the
United States; or

Whoever passes, utters, publishes, sells, pos-
sesses, or brings into the United States any
false, forged, or counterfeit coin or bar, knowing
the same to be false, forged, or counterfeit, with
intent to defraud any body politic or corporate,
or any person, or attempts the commission of
any offense described in this paragraph—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than fifteen years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 708; Pub. L. 89-81,
title II, §211(a), July 23, 1965, 79 Stat. 257; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §277 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §163, 35 Stat. 1119).

Reference to persons causing, procuring, aiding or as-
sisting was omitted as unnecessary as such persons are
made principals by section 2 of this title.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

The provision for imprisonment for 10 years was
changed to 15 years to conform to sections 471 and 472
of this title.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title”” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000°".

1965—Pub. L. 89-81 struck out ‘‘Gold or silver’’ before
““Coins or bars’ in section catchline, changed the de-
scription of the United States coins covered in first
par. from gold or silver coins to any coin of a denomi-
nation higher than 5 cents, and made minor structural
changes in second par.

§486. Uttering coins of gold, silver or other metal

Whoever, except as authorized by law, makes
or utters or passes, or attempts to utter or pass,
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any coins of gold or silver or other metal, or al-
loys of metals, intended for use as current
money, whether in the resemblance of coins of
the United States or of foreign countries, or of
original design, shall be fined under this title?l
or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 709; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(I), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §281 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §167, 35 Stat. 1120).

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-
ted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘“‘principal”’
in section 2 of this title.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322, which directed the amendment
of this section by substituting ‘‘fined under this title”
for ‘‘fined not more than $2,000”’, was executed by mak-
ing the substitution for ‘‘fined not more than $3,000”’, to
reflect the probable intent of Congress.

§487. Making or possessing counterfeit dies for
coins

Whoever, without lawful authority, makes any
die, hub, or mold, or any part thereof, either of
steel or plaster, or any other substance, in like-
ness or similitude, as to the design or the in-
scription thereon, of any die, hub, or mold des-
ignated for the coining or making of any of the
genuine gold, silver, nickel, bronze, copper, or
other coins coined at the mints of the United
States; or

Whoever, without lawful authority, possesses
any such die, hub, or mold, or any part thereof,
or permits the same to be used for or in aid of
the counterfeiting of any such coins of the
United States—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than fifteen years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 709; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §283 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §169, 35 Stat. 1120).

Reference to persons causing, procuring, aiding or as-
sisting was omitted as unnecessary as such persons are
made principals by section 2 of this title.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

The provision for imprisonment for 10 years was
changed to 15 years to conform to section 471 of this
title.

Changes in phraseology were made.

AMENDMENTS
1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000"".

§488. Making or possessing counterfeit dies for
foreign coins

Whoever, within the United States, without
lawful authority, makes any die, hub, or mold,
or any part thereof, either of steel or of plaster,
or of any other substance, in the likeness or si-

1See 1994 Amendment note below.
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