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to the scope and effect of section 1138d(f) of said title
12, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Banks and Banking.

There is no sound reason for differentiating between
types of credit, insurance, banking and lending agen-
cies in the punishment of conspiracy or in the require-
ment as to proof of overt acts. Since conspiracies in-
volving offenses equally serious such as obstruction of
justice, bribery, embezzlements, counterfeiting and
false statements and offenses against the Treasury of
the United States as well as the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation and the Home Owners’ Loan Corpora-
tion are punishable under the general conspiracy stat-
ute, the same rule should be applied to lesser agencies.

The blanket provision for punishment of ‘‘any person
who willfully violates any other provision of this Act”
was omitted as useless, in view of the specific provi-
sions for penalties elsewhere in the Act.

AMENDMENTS

2001—Pub. L. 107-56 substituted ‘10 years’ for ‘‘five
years’ in two places.

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000”’ in two places.

1970—Pub. L. 91-468 inserted National Credit Union
Administration and insured credit unions in enumera-
tion of lending agencies.

1967—Pub. L. 90-19 substituted ‘‘Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development’’ for ‘‘Federal Housing Ad-
ministration”.

1961—Pub. L. 87-353 struck out reference to the Fed-
eral Farm Mortgage Corporation.

EXCEPTIONS FROM TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Functions of corporations of Department of Agri-
culture, boards of directors and officers of such cor-
porations; Advisory Board of Commodity Credit Cor-
poration; and Farm Credit Administration or any agen-
cy, officer or entity of, under, or subject to supervision
of said Administration excepted from functions of offi-
cers, agencies, and employees transferred to Secretary
of Agriculture by Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1953, §1, eff. June
4, 1953, 18 F.R.. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, set out in the Appendix
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.

ABOLITION OF RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION

Section 6(a) of Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1957, eff. June 30,
1957, 22 F.R. 4633, 71 Stat. 647, set out in the Appendix
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees,
abolished the Reconstruction Finance Corporation.

ABOLITION OF HOME OWNERS’ LOAN CORPORATION

For dissolution and abolition of Home Owners’ Loan
Corporation, referred to in this section, by act June 30,
1953, ch. 170, §21, 67 Stat. 126, see note set out under sec-
tion 1463 of Title 12, Banks and Banking.

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION
Establishment of Farm Credit Administration as
independent agency, and other changes in status, func-
tion, etc., see Ex. Ord. No. 6084 set out prec. section 2241

of Title 12, Banks and Banking. See also section 2001 et
seq. of Title 12.

§494. Contractors’
records

bonds, bids, and public

Whoever falsely makes, alters, forges, or coun-
terfeits any bond, bid, proposal, contract, guar-
antee, security, official bond, public record, affi-
davit, or other writing for the purpose of de-
frauding the United States; or

Whoever utters or publishes as true or pos-
sesses with intent to utter or publish as true,
any such false, forged, altered, or counterfeited
writing, knowing the same to be false, forged,
altered, or counterfeited; or

Whoever transmits to, or presents at any of-
fice or to any officer of the United States, any
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such false, forged, altered, or counterfeited writ-
ing, knowing the same to be false, forged, al-
tered, or counterfeited—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 711; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 72 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch.
321, §28, 35 Stat. 1094).

Reference to persons causing, procuring, aiding or as-
sisting was omitted as unnecessary as such persons are
made principals by section 2 of this title.

Changes were also made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000"".

§495. Contracts, deeds, and powers of attorney

Whoever falsely makes, alters, forges, or coun-
terfeits any deed, power of attorney, order, cer-
tificate, receipt, contract, or other writing, for
the purpose of obtaining or receiving, or of en-
abling any other person, either directly or indi-
rectly, to obtain or receive from the United
States or any officers or agents thereof, any sum
of money; or

Whoever utters or publishes as true any such
false, forged, altered, or counterfeited writing,
with intent to defraud the United States, know-
ing the same to be false, altered, forged, or
counterfeited; or

Whoever transmits to, or presents at any of-
fice or officer of the United States, any such
writing in support of, or in relation to, any ac-
count or claim, with intent to defraud the
United States, knowing the same to be false, al-
tered, forged, or counterfeited—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 711; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §73 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch.
321, §29, 35 Stat. 1094).

Reference in first paragraph to persons causing, pro-
curing, aiding or assisting was omitted as unnecessary
as such persons are made principals by section 2 of this
title.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000.

§496. Customs matters

Whoever forges, counterfeits or falsely alters
any writing made or required to be made in con-
nection with the entry or withdrawal of imports
or collection of customs duties, or uses any such
writing knowing the same to be forged, counter-
feited or falsely altered, shall be fined under this
title or imprisoned not more than three years,
or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 711; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §119 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §63, 35 Stat. 1100).

Section was rewritten to apply to all customs docu-
ments or writings. The Treasury Department advises
that certificates of entry are obsolete.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000"".

§497. Letters patent

Whoever falsely makes, forges, counterfeits, or
alters any letters patent granted or purporting
to have been granted by the President of the
United States; or

Whoever passes, utters, or publishes, or at-
tempts to pass, utter, or publish as genuine, any
such letters patent, knowing the same to be
forged, counterfeited or falsely altered—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 712; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 71 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch.
321, §27, 35 Stat. 1094).

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title”” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000"".

§498. Military or naval discharge certificates

Whoever forges, counterfeits, or falsely alters
any certificate of discharge from the military or
naval service of the United States, or uses, un-
lawfully possesses or exhibits any such certifi-
cate, knowing the same to be forged, counter-
feited, or falsely altered, shall be fined under
this title! or imprisoned not more than one
year, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 712; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940, ed., §136 (Mar. 4, 1917,
ch. 180, 39 Stat. 1182).

Reference to any person causing, procuring, aiding or
assisting was omitted as unnecessary as such persons
are made principals by section 2 of this title.

At the end of this section words ‘‘in the discretion of
the court’” were omitted as unnecessary, as the punish-
ment provisions, being framed in the alternative by the
use of the disjunctive ‘‘or,” vest in the court the power
to impose a fine or prison sentence in its discretion.

Changes in phraseology were made.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322, which directed the amendment
of this section by substituting ‘‘fined under this title”
for ‘“fined not more than $5,000”’, was executed by mak-

1See 1994 Amendment note below.
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ing the substitution for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000’, to
reflect the probable intent of Congress.

§499. Military, naval, or official passes

Whoever falsely makes, forges, counterfeits,
alters, or tampers with any naval, military, or
official pass or permit, issued by or under the
authority of the United States, or with intent to
defraud uses or possesses any such pass or per-
mit, or personates or falsely represents himself
to be or not to be a person to whom such pass or
permit has been duly issued, or willfully allows
any other person to have or use any such pass or
permit, issued for his use alone, shall be fined
under this title or imprisoned not more than
five years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 712; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(I), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §132 (June 15, 1917,
ch. 30, title X, §3, 40 Stat. 228).
Changes were made in phraseology.
AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $2,000.

§500. Money orders

Whoever, with intent to defraud, falsely
makes, forges, counterfeits, engraves, or prints
any order in imitation of or purporting to be a
blank money order or a money order issued by
or under the direction of the Post Office Depart-
ment or Postal Service; or

Whoever forges or counterfeits the signature
or initials of any person authorized to issue
money orders upon or to any money order, post-
al note, or blank therefor provided or issued by
or under the direction of the Post Office Depart-
ment or Postal Service, or post office depart-
ment or corporation of any foreign country, and
payable in the United States, or any material
signature or indorsement thereon, or any mate-
rial signature to any receipt or certificate of
identification thereof; or

Whoever falsely alters, in any material re-
spect, any such money order or postal note; or

Whoever, with intent to defraud, passes, utters
or publishes or attempts to pass, utter or pub-
lish any such forged or altered money order or
postal note, knowing any material initials, sig-
nature, stamp impression or indorsement there-
on to be false, forged, or counterfeited, or any
material alteration therein to have been falsely
made; or

Whoever issues any money order or postal
note without having previously received or paid
the full amount of money payable therefor, with
the purpose of fraudulently obtaining or receiv-
ing, or fraudulently enabling any other person,
either directly or indirectly, to obtain or receive
from the United States or Postal Service, or any
officer, employee, or agent thereof, any sum of
money whatever; or

Whoever embezzles, steals, or knowingly con-
verts to his own use or to the use of another, or
without authority converts or disposes of any
blank money order form provided by or under
the authority of the Post Office Department or
Postal Service; or
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