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§712. Misuse of names, words, emblems, or insig-
nia

Whoever, in the course of collecting or aiding
in the collection of private debts or obligations,
or being engaged in furnishing private police, in-
vestigation, or other private detective services,
uses or employs in any communication, cor-
respondence, notice, advertisement, or circular
the words ‘‘national’”’, ‘“‘Federal”, or ‘‘United
States”, the initials “U.S.””, or any emblem, in-
signia, or name, for the purpose of conveying
and in a manner reasonably calculated to con-
vey the false impression that such communica-
tion is from a department, agency, bureau, or
instrumentality of the United States or in any
manner represents the United States, shall be
fined under this title or imprisoned not more
than one year, or both.

(Added Pub. L. 86-291, §1, Sept. 21, 1959, 73 Stat.
570; amended Pub. L. 93-147, §1(a), Nov. 3, 1973, 87

Stat. 554; Pub. L. 103-322, title XXXIII,
§330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147.)
AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000°".

1973—Pub. L. 93-147 substituted ‘‘Misuse of names,
words, emblems, or insignia’ for ‘‘Misuse of names by
collecting agencies or private detective agencies to in-
dicate Federal agency’ in section catchline and sub-
stituted ‘““in the course” and ‘‘such communication is
from a department’” for ‘‘being engaged in the busi-
ness’”’ and ‘‘such business is a department’ respec-
tively, and struck out ‘‘as part of the firm name of such
business,’”” after ‘‘detective services, uses’.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 86-291, §2, Sept. 21, 1959, 73 Stat. 570, provided
that: “The provisions of this section [enacting this sec-
tion] shall become effective sixty days from the enact-
ment thereof [Sept. 21, 1959].”

§713. Use of likenesses of the great seal of the
United States, the seals of the President and
Vice President, the seal of the United States
Senate, the seal of the United States House of
Representatives, and the seal of the United
States Congress

(a) Whoever knowingly displays any printed or
other likeness of the great seal of the United
States, or of the seals of the President or the
Vice President of the United States, or the seal
of the United States Senate, or the seal of the
United States House of Representatives, or the
seal of the United States Congress, or any fac-
simile thereof, in, or in connection with, any ad-
vertisement, poster, circular, book, pamphlet, or
other publication, public meeting, play, motion
picture, telecast, or other production, or on any
building, monument, or stationery, for the pur-
pose of conveying, or in a manner reasonably
calculated to convey, a false impression of spon-
sorship or approval by the Government of the
United States or by any department, agency, or
instrumentality thereof, shall be fined under
this title or imprisoned not more than six
months, or both.

(b) Whoever, except as authorized under regu-
lations promulgated by the President and pub-
lished in the Federal Register, knowingly manu-
factures, reproduces, sells, or purchases for re-
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sale, either separately or appended to any arti-
cle manufactured or sold, any likeness of the
seals of the President or Vice President, or any
substantial part thereof, except for manufacture
or sale of the article for the official use of the
Government of the United States, shall be fined
under this title or imprisoned not more than six
months, or both.

(c) Whoever, except as directed by the United
States Senate, or the Secretary of the Senate on
its behalf, knowingly uses, manufactures, repro-
duces, sells or purchases for resale, either sepa-
rately or appended to any article manufactured
or sold, any likeness of the seal of the United
States Senate, or any substantial part thereof,
except for manufacture or sale of the article for
the official use of the Government of the United
States, shall be fined under this title or impris-
oned not more than six months, or both.

(d) Whoever, except as directed by the United
States House of Representatives, or the Clerk of
the House of Representatives on its behalf,
knowingly uses, manufactures, reproduces, sells
or purchases for resale, either separately or ap-
pended to any article manufactured or sold, any
likeness of the seal of the United States House
of Representatives, or any substantial part
thereof, except for manufacture or sale of the
article for the official use of the Government of
the United States, shall be fined under this title
or imprisoned not more than six months, or
both.

(e) Whoever, except as directed by the United
States Congress, or the Secretary of the Senate
and the Clerk of the House of Representatives,
acting jointly on its behalf, knowingly uses,
manufactures, reproduces, sells or purchases for
resale, either separately or appended to any ar-
ticle manufactured or sold, any likeness of the
seal of the United States Congress, or any sub-
stantial part thereof, except for manufacture or
sale of the article for the official use of the Gov-
ernment of the United States, shall be fined
under this title or imprisoned not more than six
months, or both.

(f) A violation of the provisions of this section
may be enjoined at the suit of the Attorney Gen-
eral,

(1) in the case of the great seal of the United
States and the seals of the President and Vice
President, upon complaint by any authorized
representative of any department or agency of
the United States;

(2) in the case of the seal of the United
States Senate, upon complaint by the Sec-
retary of the Senate;

(3) in the case of the seal of the United
States House of Representatives, upon com-
plaint by the Clerk of the House of Represent-
atives; and

(4) in the case of the seal of the United
States Congress, upon complaint by the Sec-
retary of the Senate and the Clerk of the
House of Representatives, acting jointly.

(Added Pub. L. 89-807, §1(a), Nov. 11, 1966, 80
Stat. 1525; amended Pub. L. 91-651, §1, Jan. 5,
1971, 84 Stat. 1940; Pub. L. 102-229, title II,
§210(a)-(d), Dec. 12, 1991, 105 Stat. 1717; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2146; Pub. L. 105-55, title III, §308(a)-(d),
Oct. 7, 1997, 111 Stat. 1198.)
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