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928. Separability.

929. Use of restricted ammunition.

930. Possession of firearms and dangerous weapons
in Federal facilities.

931. Prohibition on purchase, ownership, or pos-

session of body armor by violent felons.

AMENDMENTS

2004—Pub. L. 108-277, §§2(b), 3(b), July 22, 2004, 118
Stat. 866, 867, added items 926B and 926C.

2002—Pub. L. 107-273, div. C, title I, §11009(e)(2)(B),
Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1821, added item 931.

1993—Pub. L. 103-159, title I, §104(b), Nov. 30, 1993, 107
Stat. 1543, added item 925A.

1990—Pub. L. 101-647, title XXXV, §3523, Nov. 29, 1990,
104 Stat. 4924, struck out ‘‘clause’ after ‘‘Separability’’
in item 928.

1988—Pub. L. 100-690, title VI, §6215(b), Nov. 18, 1988,
102 Stat. 4362, added item 930.

1986—Pub. L. 99-308, §107(b), May 19, 1986, 100 Stat.
460, added item 926A.

1984—Pub. L. 98-473, title II, §1006(b), Oct. 12, 1984, 98
Stat. 2139, added item 929.

1968—Pub. L. 90-618, title I, §102, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat.
1214, reenacted chapter analysis without change.

Pub. L. 90-351, title IV, §902, June 19, 1968, 82 Stat.
226, added chapter 44 and items 921 to 928.

TRACING OF FIREARMS IN CONNECTION WITH CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATIONS

Memorandum of President of the United States, Jan.
16, 2013, 78 F.R. 4301, provided:

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Depart-
ments and Agencies

Reducing violent crime, and gun-related crime in par-
ticular, is a top priority of my Administration. A key
component of this effort is ensuring that law enforce-
ment agencies at all levels—Federal, State, and local—
utilize those tools that have proven most effective. One
such tool is firearms tracing, which significantly as-
sists law enforcement in reconstructing the transfer
and movement of seized or recovered firearms. Respon-
sibility for conducting firearms tracing rests with the
Department of Justice’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms, and Explosives (ATF). Over the years, fire-
arms tracing has significantly assisted law enforce-
ment in solving violent crimes and generating thou-
sands of leads that may otherwise not have been avail-
able.

Firearms tracing provides two principal benefits.
First, tracing is an important investigative tool in in-
dividual cases, providing law enforcement agents with
critical information that may lead to the apprehension
of suspects, the recovery of other guns used in the com-
mission of crimes, and the identification of potential
witnesses, among other things. Second, analysis of
tracing data in the aggregate provides valuable intel-
ligence about local, regional, and national patterns re-
lating to the movement and sources of guns used in the
commission of crimes, which is useful for the effective
deployment of law enforcement resources and develop-
ment of enforcement strategies. Firearms tracing is a
particularly valuable tool in detecting and investigat-
ing firearms trafficking, and has been deployed to help
combat the pernicious problem of firearms trafficking
across the Southwest border.

The effectiveness of firearms tracing as a law en-
forcement intelligence tool depends on the quantity
and quality of information and trace requests submit-
ted to ATF. In fiscal year 2012, ATF processed approxi-
mately 345,000 crime-gun trace requests for thousands
of domestic and international law enforcement agen-
cies. The Federal Government can encourage State and
local law enforcement agencies to take advantage of
the benefits of tracing all recovered firearms, but Fed-
eral law enforcement agencies should have an obliga-
tion to do so. If Federal law enforcement agencies do
not conscientiously trace every firearm taken into cus-
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tody, they may not only be depriving themselves of
critical information in specific cases, but may also be
depriving all Federal, State, and local agencies of the
value of complete information for aggregate analyses.

Maximizing the effectiveness of firearms tracing, and
the corresponding impact on combating violent crimes
involving firearms, requires that Federal law enforce-
ment agencies trace all recovered firearms taken into
Federal custody in a timely and efficient manner.

Therefore, by the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United States
of America, I hereby direct the following:

SECTION 1. Firearms Tracing. (a) Federal law enforce-
ment agencies shall ensure that all firearms recovered
after the date of this memorandum in the course of
criminal investigations and taken into Federal custody
are traced through ATF at the earliest time prac-
ticable. Federal law enforcement agencies, as well as
other executive departments and agencies, are encour-
aged, to the extent practicable, to take steps to ensure
that firearms recovered prior to the date of this memo-
randum in the course of criminal investigations and
taken into Federal custody are traced through ATF.

(b) Within 30 days of the date of this memorandum,
ATF will issue guidance to Federal law enforcement
agencies on submitting firearms trace requests.

(c) Within 60 days of the date of this memorandum,
Federal law enforcement agencies shall ensure that
their operational protocols reflect the requirement to
trace recovered firearms through ATF.

(d) Within 90 days of the date of this memorandum,
each Federal law enforcement agency shall submit a re-
port to the Attorney General affirming that its oper-
ational protocols reflect the requirements set forth in
this memorandum.

(e) For purposes of this memorandum, ‘‘Federal law
enforcement agencies’”” means the Departments of
State, the Treasury, Defense, Justice, the Interior, Ag-
riculture, Energy, Veterans Affairs, and Homeland Se-
curity, and such other agencies and offices that regu-
larly recover firearms in the course of their criminal
investigations as the President may designate.

SEC. 2. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this memo-
randum shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect
the authority granted by law to a department or agen-
cy, or the head thereof.

(b) This memorandum is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive or proce-
dural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or
entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other
person.

SEC. 3. Publication. The Attorney General is author-
ized and directed to publish this memorandum in the
Federal Register.

BARACK OBAMA.
§921. Definitions

(a) As used in this chapter—

(1) The term ‘“‘person’’ and the term ‘‘whoever”’
include any individual, corporation, company,
association, firm, partnership, society, or joint
stock company.

(2) The term ‘“‘interstate or foreign commerce’’
includes commerce between any place in a State
and any place outside of that State, or within
any possession of the United States (not includ-
ing the Canal Zone) or the District of Columbia,
but such term does not include commerce be-
tween places within the same State but through
any place outside of that State. The term
“State’” includes the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the posses-
sions of the United States (not including the
Canal Zone).

(3) The term ‘‘firearm’ means (A) any weapon
(including a starter gun) which will or is de-
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