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96 Stat. 1253; Pub. L. 101-73, title IX, §962(c),
Aug. 9, 1989, 103 Stat. 502; Pub. L. 102-550, title
XV, §1528, Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4065; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXII, §320604(c), title XXXIII,
§330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2119, 2147;
Pub. L. 104-191, title II, §248(c), Aug. 21, 1996, 110
Stat. 2020; Pub. L. 109-177, title I, §117, Mar. 9,
2006, 120 Stat. 217; Pub. L. 111-148, title X,
§10606(d)(1), Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat. 1008.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Security Act of 1947, referred to in sub-
sec. (e), is act July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 61 Stat. 495, which
was formerly classified principally to chapter 15 (§401
et seq.) of Title 50, War and National Defense, prior to
editorial reclassification in chapter 44 (§3001 et seq.) of
Title 50. Section 802 of this Act is now classified to sec-
tion 3162 of Title 50. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2010—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 111-148, §10606(d)(1)(A),
struck out ‘“‘to the grand jury’ after ‘‘has been fur-
nished”.

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111-148, §10606(d)(1)(B)(ii),
struck out ‘“‘to the grand jury” after ‘‘has been fur-
nished” in concluding provisions.

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 111-148, §10606(d)(1)(B)({),
substituted ‘‘subpoena for records’ for ‘‘grand jury sub-
poena’’.

2006—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109-177 added subsec. (e).

1996—Subsec. (b)(3)(B). Pub. L. 104-191 which directed
the insertion of ‘‘or a Department of Justice subpoena
(issued under section 3486 of title 18),” after ‘‘sub-
poena’, was executed by making the insertion after
‘“‘subpoena’ the second place it appeared to reflect the
probable intent of Congress.

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-322, §330016(1)(K), sub-
stituted ‘‘fined under this title” for ‘‘fined not more
than $5,000".

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103-322, §320604(c), added subsec.
().

1992—Subsec. (b)(3)(B)(1). Pub. L. 102-550 substituted
‘1344, 1956, 1957, or chapter 53 of title 31’ for ‘‘or 1344”.

1989—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 101-73 added subsec. (b)
and redesignated former subsec. (b) as (c).

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97291 struck out
‘. misrepresentation, intimidation, or force or threats
thereof”’ after ‘‘bribery’’, and struck out provision ap-
plying the penalties provided by this subsection to
whoever injured any person in his person or property
on account of the giving by such person or any other
person of any information relating to a violation of any
criminal statute of the United States to any criminal
investigator.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-291 effective Oct. 12, 1982,
see section 9(a) of Pub. L. 97-291, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 1512 of this title.

§1511. Obstruction of State or local law enforce-
ment

(a) It shall be unlawful for two or more per-
sons to conspire to obstruct the enforcement of
the criminal laws of a State or political subdivi-
sion thereof, with the intent to facilitate an ille-
gal gambling business if—

(1) one or more of such persons does any act
to effect the object of such a conspiracy;

(2) one or more of such persons is an official
or employee, elected, appointed, or otherwise,
of such State or political subdivision; and

(3) one or more of such persons conducts, fi-
nances, manages, supervises, directs, or owns
all or part of an illegal gambling business.
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(b) As used in this section—
(1) ‘‘illegal gambling business”
gambling business which—

(i) is a violation of the law of a State or
political subdivision in which it is con-
ducted;

(ii) involves five or more persons who con-
duct, finance, manage, supervise, direct, or
own all or part of such business; and

(iii) has been or remains in substantially
continuous operation for a period in excess
of thirty days or has a gross revenue of $2,000
in any single day.

means a

(2) “gambling” includes but is not limited to
pool-selling, bookmaking, maintaining slot
machines, roulette wheels, or dice tables, and
conducting lotteries, policy, bolita or numbers
games, or selling chances therein.

(3) “State” means any State of the United
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, and any territory or
possession of the United States.

(c) This section shall not apply to any bingo
game, lottery, or similar game of chance con-
ducted by an organization exempt from tax
under paragraph (3) of subsection (c¢) of section
501 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
amended, if no part of the gross receipts derived
from such activity inures to the benefit of any
private shareholder, member, or employee of
such organization, except as compensation for
actual expenses incurred by him in the conduct
of such activity.

(d) Whoever violates this section shall be pun-
ished by a fine under this title or imprisonment
for not more than five years, or both.

(Added Pub. L. 91452, title VIII, §802(a), Oct. 15,
1970, 84 Stat. 936; amended Pub. L. 99-514, §2,
Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2095; Pub. L. 103-322, title
XXXIII, §330016(2)(C), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat.
2148.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of section 501 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, referred to in subsec. (c),
is classified to section 501(c)(3) of Title 26, Internal
Revenue Code.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fine
under this title” for “‘fine of not more than $20,000"".

1986—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99-514 substituted ‘‘Internal
Revenue Code of 1986’ for ‘‘Internal Revenue Code of
1954,

CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT OF FINDINGS

Pub. L. 91-452, title VIII, §801, Oct. 15, 1970, 84 Stat.
936, provided that: ‘“The Congress finds that illegal
gambling involves widespread use of, and has an effect
upon, interstate commerce and the facilities thereof.”

PRIORITY OF STATE LAWS

Pub. L. 91-452, title VIII, §811, Oct. 15, 1970, 84 Stat.
940, provided that: ‘“No provision of this title [enacting
this section and section 1955 of this title, amending sec-
tion 2516 of this title, and enacting provisions set out
as notes under this section and section 1955 of this
title] indicates an intent on the part of the Congress to
occupy the field in which such provision operates to the
exclusion of the law of a state or possession, or a politi-
cal subdivision of a State or possession, on the same
subject matter, or to relieve any person of any obliga-
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tion imposed by any law of any State or possession, or
political subdivision of a State or possession.”’

§1512. Tampering with a witness, victim, or an
informant

(a)(1) Whoever Kkills or attempts to kill an-
other person, with intent to—
(A) prevent the attendance or testimony of
any person in an official proceeding;
(B) prevent the production of a record, docu-
ment, or other object, in an official proceed-
ing; or
(C) prevent the communication by any per-
son to a law enforcement officer or judge of
the United States of information relating to
the commission or possible commission of a
Federal offense or a violation of conditions of
probation, parole, or release pending judicial
proceedings;
shall be punished as provided in paragraph (3).

(2) Whoever uses physical force or the threat
of physical force against any person, or at-
tempts to do so, with intent to—

(A) influence, delay, or prevent the testi-
mony of any person in an official proceeding;

(B) cause or induce any person to—

(i) withhold testimony, or withhold a
record, document, or other object, from an
official proceeding;

(ii) alter, destroy, mutilate, or conceal an
object with intent to impair the integrity or
availability of the object for use in an offi-
cial proceeding;

(iii) evade legal process summoning that
person to appear as a witness, or to produce
a record, document, or other object, in an of-
ficial proceeding; or

(iv) be absent from an official proceeding
to which that person has been summoned by
legal process; or

(C) hinder, delay, or prevent the communica-
tion to a law enforcement officer or judge of
the United States of information relating to
the commission or possible commission of a
Federal offense or a violation of conditions of
probation, supervised release, parole, or re-
lease pending judicial proceedings;

shall be punished as provided in paragraph (3).
(3) The punishment for an offense under this
subsection is—

(A) in the case of a killing, the punishment
provided in sections 1111 and 1112;

(B) in the case of—

(i) an attempt to murder; or
(ii) the use or attempted use of physical
force against any person;

imprisonment for not more than 30 years; and

(C) in the case of the threat of use of phys-
ical force against any person, imprisonment
for not more than 20 years.

(b) Whoever knowingly uses intimidation,
threatens, or corruptly persuades another per-
son, or attempts to do so, or engages in mislead-
ing conduct toward another person, with intent
to—

(1) influence, delay, or prevent the testi-
mony of any person in an official proceeding;
(2) cause or induce any person to—
(A) withhold testimony, or withhold a
record, document, or other object, from an
official proceeding;
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(B) alter, destroy, mutilate, or conceal an
object with intent to impair the object’s in-
tegrity or availability for use in an official
proceeding;

(C) evade legal process summoning that
person to appear as a witness, or to produce
a record, document, or other object, in an of-
ficial proceeding; or

(D) be absent from an official proceeding
to which such person has been summoned by
legal process; or

(3) hinder, delay, or prevent the communica-
tion to a law enforcement officer or judge of
the United States of information relating to
the commission or possible commission of a
Federal offense or a violation of conditions of
probation?! supervised release,,! parole, or re-
lease pending judicial proceedings;

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not
more than 20 years, or both.
(c) Whoever corruptly—

(1) alters, destroys, mutilates, or conceals a
record, document, or other object, or attempts
to do so, with the intent to impair the object’s
integrity or availability for use in an official
proceeding; or

(2) otherwise obstructs, influences, or im-
pedes any official proceeding, or attempts to
do so,

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not
more than 20 years, or both.

(d) Whoever intentionally harasses another
person and thereby hinders, delays, prevents, or
dissuades any person from—

(1) attending or testifying in an official pro-
ceeding;

(2) reporting to a law enforcement officer or
judge of the United States the commission or
possible commission of a Federal offense or a
violation of conditions of probation! super-
vised release,,! parole, or release pending judi-
cial proceedings;

(3) arresting or seeking the arrest of another
person in connection with a Federal offense; or

(4) causing a criminal prosecution, or a pa-
role or probation revocation proceeding, to be
sought or instituted, or assisting in such pros-
ecution or proceeding;

or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this
title or imprisoned not more than 3 years, or
both.

(e) In a prosecution for an offense under this
section, it is an affirmative defense, as to which
the defendant has the burden of proof by a pre-
ponderance of the evidence, that the conduct
consisted solely of lawful conduct and that the
defendant’s sole intention was to encourage, in-
duce, or cause the other person to testify truth-
fully.

(f) For the purposes of this section—

(1) an official proceeding need not be pending
or about to be instituted at the time of the of-
fense; and

(2) the testimony, or the record, document,
or other object need not be admissible in evi-
dence or free of a claim of privilege.

(g) In a prosecution for an offense under this
section, no state of mind need be proved with re-
spect to the circumstance—

180 in original.
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