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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 427 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 252, 35 Stat. 1139). 

Mandatory-punishment provisions were rephrased in 

the alternative. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $2,000’’. 

§ 1587. Possession of slaves aboard vessel 

Whoever, being the captain, master, or com-
mander of any vessel found in any river, port, 
bay, harbor, or on the high seas within the juris-
diction of the United States, or hovering off the 
coast thereof, and having on board any person 
for the purpose of selling such person as a slave, 
or with intent to land such person for such pur-
pose, shall be fined under this title or impris-
oned not more than four years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 773; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 426 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 251, 35 Stat. 1139). 

Mandatory-punishment provisions were rephrased in 

the alternative. 

Minor change was made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’. 

§ 1588. Transportation of slaves from United 
States 

Whoever, being the master or owner or person 
having charge of any vessel, receives on board 
any other person with the knowledge or intent 
that such person is to be carried from any place 
within the United States to any other place to 
be held or sold as a slave, or carries away from 
any place within the United States any such 
person with the intent that he may be so held or 
sold as a slave, shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 773; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 104–208, div. C, title II, 
§ 218(a), Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–573.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 428 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 253, 35 Stat. 1139). 

Words ‘‘subject to the jurisdiction of’’ which appeared 

twice in this section were omitted and ‘‘within’’ sub-

stituted, in view of section 5 of this title defining 

‘‘United States’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–208 substituted ‘‘10 years’’ for ‘‘five 

years’’. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–208 applicable with re-

spect to offenses occurring on or after Sept. 30, 1996, see 

section 218(d) of Pub. L. 104–208, set out as a note under 

section 1581 of this title. 

§ 1589. Forced labor 

(a) Whoever knowingly provides or obtains the 
labor or services of a person by any one of, or by 
any combination of, the following means— 

(1) by means of force, threats of force, phys-
ical restraint, or threats of physical restraint 
to that person or another person; 

(2) by means of serious harm or threats of se-
rious harm to that person or another person; 

(3) by means of the abuse or threatened 
abuse of law or legal process; or 

(4) by means of any scheme, plan, or pattern 
intended to cause the person to believe that, if 
that person did not perform such labor or serv-
ices, that person or another person would suf-
fer serious harm or physical restraint, 

shall be punished as provided under subsection 
(d). 

(b) Whoever knowingly benefits, financially or 
by receiving anything of value, from participa-
tion in a venture which has engaged in the pro-
viding or obtaining of labor or services by any of 
the means described in subsection (a), knowing 
or in reckless disregard of the fact that the ven-
ture has engaged in the providing or obtaining 
of labor or services by any of such means, shall 
be punished as provided in subsection (d). 

(c) In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘abuse or threatened abuse of 

law or legal process’’ means the use or threat-
ened use of a law or legal process, whether ad-
ministrative, civil, or criminal, in any manner 
or for any purpose for which the law was not 
designed, in order to exert pressure on another 
person to cause that person to take some ac-
tion or refrain from taking some action. 

(2) The term ‘‘serious harm’’ means any 
harm, whether physical or nonphysical, in-
cluding psychological, financial, or 
reputational harm, that is sufficiently serious, 
under all the surrounding circumstances, to 
compel a reasonable person of the same back-
ground and in the same circumstances to per-
form or to continue performing labor or serv-
ices in order to avoid incurring that harm. 

(d) Whoever violates this section shall be fined 
under this title, imprisoned not more than 20 
years, or both. If death results from a violation 
of this section, or if the violation includes kid-
naping, an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual 
abuse, or an attempt to kill, the defendant shall 
be fined under this title, imprisoned for any 
term of years or life, or both. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–386, div. A, § 112(a)(2), Oct. 28, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1486; amended Pub. L. 110–457, title 
II, § 222(b)(3), Dec. 23, 2008, 122 Stat. 5068.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–457 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section provided penalties for know-

ingly providing or obtaining forced labor. 

§ 1590. Trafficking with respect to peonage, slav-
ery, involuntary servitude, or forced labor 

(a) Whoever knowingly recruits, harbors, 
transports, provides, or obtains by any means, 
any person for labor or services in violation of 
this chapter shall be fined under this title or im-
prisoned not more than 20 years, or both. If 
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