§1415

(Pub. L. 104-1, title IV, §414, Jan. 23, 1995, 109
Stat. 38.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“this Act”, meaning Pub. L. 104-1, Jan. 23, 1995, 109
Stat. 3, which is classified principally to this chapter.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1301 of this title
and Tables.

§1415. Payments

(a) Awards and settlements

Except as provided in subsection (c), only
funds which are appropriated to an account of
the Office in the Treasury of the United States
for the payment of awards and settlements may
be used for the payment of awards and settle-
ments under this chapter. There are appro-
priated for such account such sums as may be
necessary to pay such awards and settlements.
Funds in the account are not available for
awards and settlements involving the Govern-
ment Accountability Office, the Government
Publishing Office, or the Library of Congress.

(b) Compliance

Except as provided in subsection (c), there are
authorized to be appropriated such sums as may
be necessary for administrative, personnel, and
similar expenses of employing offices which are
needed to comply with this chapter.

(¢) OSHA, accommodation, and access require-
ments

Funds to correct violations of section
1311(a)(3), 1331, or 1341 of this title may be paid
only from funds appropriated to the employing
office or entity responsible for correcting such
violations. There are authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for such
funds.

(Pub. L. 104-1, title IV, §415, Jan. 23, 1995, 109
Stat. 38; Pub. L. 108-271, §8(b), July 7, 2004, 118
Stat. 814; Pub. L. 113-76, div. I, title I, §1101(a),
Jan. 17, 2014, 128 Stat. 425; Pub. L. 113-235, div. H,
title I, §1301(b), Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat. 2537.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b), was
in the original ‘‘this Act’”’, meaning Pub. L. 104-1, Jan.
23, 1995, 109 Stat. 3, which is classified principally to
this chapter. For complete classification of this Act to
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section
1301 of this title and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2014—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113-76 substituted ‘“There
are appropriated for such account such sums as may be
necessary to pay such awards and settlements.” for
“There are authorized to be appropriated for such ac-
count such sums as may be necessary to pay such
awards and settlements.”

2004—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108-271 substituted ‘‘Govern-
ment Accountability Office” for ‘‘General Accounting
Office”’.

CHANGE OF NAME

“Government Publishing Office’> substituted for
“Government Printing Office” in subsec. (a) on author-
ity of section 1301(b) of Pub. L. 113-235, set out as a note
preceding section 301 of Title 44, Public Printing and
Documents.

TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS

Page 298

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2014 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 113-76, div. I, title I, §1101(b), Jan. 17, 2014, 128
Stat. 425, provided that: ‘“The amendment made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall apply with re-
spect to fiscal year 2014 and each succeeding fiscal
year.”

§1416. Confidentiality
(a) Counseling

All counseling shall be strictly confidential,
except that the Office and a covered employee
may agree to notify the employing office of the
allegations.

(b) Mediation

All mediation shall be strictly confidential.

(c) Hearings and deliberations

Except as provided in subsections (d), (e), and
(f), all proceedings and deliberations of hearing
officers and the Board, including any related
records, shall be confidential. This subsection
shall not apply to proceedings under section 1341
of this title, but shall apply to the deliberations
of hearing officers and the Board under that sec-
tion.

(d) Release of records for judicial action

The records of hearing officers and the Board
may be made public if required for the purpose
of judicial review under section 1407 of this title.

(e) Access by committees of Congress

At the discretion of the Executive Director,
the Executive Director may provide to the Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Conduct of the
House of Representatives and the Select Com-
mittee on Ethics of the Senate access to the
records of the hearings and decisions of the
hearing officers and the Board, including all
written and oral testimony in the possession of
the Office. The Executive Director shall not pro-
vide such access until the Executive Director
has consulted with the individual filing the com-
plaint at issue, and until a final decision has
been entered under section 1405(g) or 1406(e) of
this title.

(f) Final decisions

A final decision entered under section 1405(g)
or 1406(e) of this title shall be made public if it
is in favor of the complaining covered employee,
or in favor of the charging party under section
1331 of this title, or if the decision reverses a de-
cision of a hearing officer which had been in
favor of the covered employee or charging party.
The Board may make public any other decision
at its discretion.

(Pub. L. 104-1, title IV, §416, Jan. 23, 1995, 109
Stat. 38.)
CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Standards of Official Conduct of House
of Representatives changed to Committee on Ethics of
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 5,
One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Jan. 5, 2011.

SUBCHAPTER V—MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS

§ 1431. Exercise of rulemaking powers

The provisions of sections 1302(b)(3) and 1384(c)
of this title are enacted—
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