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§81. Administration by Regents of Smithsonian
Institution

The National Zoological Park is placed under
the direction of the Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution, who are authorized to transfer to it
any living specimens, whether of animals or
plants, in their charge, to accept gifts for the
park at their discretion, in the name of the
United States, to make exchanges of specimens,
and to administer and improve the said Zoologi-
cal Park for the advancement of science and the
instruction and recreation of the people.

(Apr. 30, 1890, ch. 173, §2, 26 Stat. 78; Pub. L.
87-360, Oct. 4, 1961, 75 Stat. 779.)

AMENDMENTS

1961—Pub. L. 87-360 inserted ‘‘and improve’’ after ‘‘ad-
minister”.

ESTABLISHMENT OF PARKS

The National Zoological Park was established under
provisions of the District of Columbia Appropriation
Act for the Fiscal Year 1890, act Mar. 2, 1889, ch. 370, §4,
25 Stat. 808, which constituted a commission to select
from a certain district along Rock Creek a tract of
land, including a section of the creek, suitable for a zo-
ological park, and to purchase the land so selected, or
take proceedings for the condemnation thereof, the
United States to have title to the land on payment
therefor to the owners.

The Rock Creek Park was established by act Sept. 27,
1890, ch. 1001, 26 Stat. 492.

The Potomac Park was established by act Mar. 3,
1897, ch. 375, 29 Stat. 624.

ADDITION OF LANDS

Certain parcels of land were added to the National
Zoological Park by acts June 5, 1920, ch. 235, §1, 41 Stat.
892; Mar. 4, 1921, ch. 161, §1, 41 Stat. 1384.

CONNECTING PARKWAY

Provisions for a parkway connecting Potomac Park
with Zoological Park and Rock Creek Park were made
by act Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 147, §27, 37 Stat. 885.

§82. Aid in acquisition of collections

The heads of executive departments of the
Government are authorized and directed to
cause to be rendered all necessary and prac-
ticable aid to the said Regents in the acquisition
of collections for the Zoological Park.

(Apr. 30, 1890, ch. 173, §3, 26 Stat. 78.)
§83. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Section, act Aug. 18, 1894, ch. 301, §1, 28 Stat. 384,
which required that a detailed report of expenses on ac-
count of the National Zoological Park be made to Con-
gress at the beginning of each regular session, termi-
nated, effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to section 3003 of
Pub. L. 104-66, as amended, set out as a note under sec-
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tion 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance. See, also, page
192 of House Document No. 103-7.

§ 84. Plans for buildings and bridges

All plans and specifications for the construc-
tion of buildings and bridges in the National Zo-
ological Park shall be prepared under the super-
vision of the Smithsonian Institution.

(Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 355, §1, 37 Stat. 437; 1966 Reorg.
Plan No. 4, eff. Aug. 23, 1966, 31 FR 11137, 80 Stat.
1611.)

REORGANIZATION PLAN NO. 4 OF 1966
Eff. Aug. 23, 1966, 31 F.R. 11137, 80 Stat. 1611

Prepared by the President and transmitted to the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives in Congress as-
sembled, June 13, 1966, pursuant to the provisions of
the Reorganization Act of 1949, 63 Stat. 203, as amend-
ed [see 5 U.S.C. 901 et seq.].

NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK BUILDINGS AND
BRIDGES

All those functions of the Board of Commissioners of
the District of Columbia which were vested in the mu-
nicipal architect of the District of Columbia by the
provisions of the Act of August 24, 1912, c. 355, 37 Stat.
437 (20 U.S.C. 84; D.C. Code [former] §8-134), in respect
of buildings of the National Zoological Park, and all
functions of that Board which were vested in the engi-
neer of bridges of the District of Columbia by those
provisions in respect of bridges of the National Zoologi-
cal Park, are hereby transferred to the Smithsonian In-
stitution.

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 4 of
1966, prepared in accordance with the Reorganization
Act of 1949, as amended, and providing for a reorganiza-
tion relating to the National Zoological Park located
in the District of Columbia.

Today, all responsibilities for the administration of
the park are vested in the Smithsonian Institution
with one exception—the function of preparing plans
and specifications for the construction of buildings and
bridges at the zoo. That statutory responsibility is now
conducted by the Board of Commissioners of the Dis-
trict of Columbia [now the Mayor].

Under the accompanying reorganization plan, the re-
sponsibility for the preparation of these plans and spec-
ifications would be transferred from the District of Co-
lumbia Board of Commissioners to the Smithsonian.
The complete administration of the park would then be
vested in one agency—the Smithsonian Institution.
This will allow the more efficient and effective develop-
ment and management of the park.

In 1912, the functions to be transferred were vested in
the Municipal Architect of the District of Columbia
and in the Engineers of the Bridges of the District of
Columbia. In 1952, they were transferred to the Board of
Commissioners.

When the 1912 act was passed, the District of Colum-
bia shared the costs of capital improvements in the Na-
tional Zoological Park. In 1961, it ceased sharing these
costs, and the Federal Government assumed complete
responsibility for financing the improvements. Accord-
ingly, the District government retains no capital im-
provement responsibilities for the National Zoological
Park except those functions relating to construction
plans and specifications for buildings and bridges, as
specified in the 1912 statute. Upon the transfer of these
remaining functions to the Smithsonian Institution,
the administration of the National Zoological Park
will, at last, be fully centered in one agency. It is not
practicable at this time, however, to itemize the result-
ing reduction in expenditures.

I have found, after investigation, that each reorga-
nization included in the accompanying reorganization
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plan is necessary to accomplish one or more of the pur-
poses set forth in section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act
of 1949, as amended.
I recommend that the Congress allow the reorganiza-
tion plan to become effective.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, June 13, 1966.

§ 85. Concessions

(a) Authorization; use of proceeds for research
and educational work

The Board of Regents of the Smithsonian In-
stitution, in furtherance of the mission of the
National Zoological Park to provide for the ad-
vancement of science and instruction and recre-
ation of the people, is authorized to negotiate
agreements granting concessions at the Na-
tional Zoological Park to nonprofit scientific,
educational, or historic organizations. The net
proceeds of such organizations gained from such
concessions granted under this subsection shall
be used exclusively for research and educational
work for the benefit of the National Zoological
Park.

(b) Voluntary services

The Smithsonian Institution is authorized to
accept the voluntary services of such organiza-
tions, and the voluntary services of individuals,
for the benefit of the National Zoological Park.

(Pub. L. 89-772, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 1322.)

CHAPTER 5—GOVERNMENT COLLECTIONS
AND INSTITUTIONS FOR RESEARCH, AND
MATERIAL FOR EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-
TIONS

Sec.

91. Literary and scientific collections accessible
to investigators and students.

92. Admissions to marine biological station for
pursuit of investigations.

93, 94. Repealed.

§91. Literary and scientific collections accessible
to investigators and students

The facilities for study, research and illustra-
tion in the Government departments and in the
following and any other governmental collec-
tions now existing or hereafter to be established
in the city of Washington for the promotion of
knowledge shall be accessible, under such rules
and restrictions as the officers in charge of each
department or collection may prescribe, subject
to such authority as is now or may hereafter be
permitted by law, to the scientific investigators
and to duly qualified individuals, students and
graduates of any institution of learning in the
several States and Territories and the District
of Columbia, to wit:

One. Of the Library of Congress.

Two. Of the National Museum.

Three. Of the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office.

Four. Of the Department of Education.

Five. Of the Bureau of Ethnology.

Six. Of the Army Medical Museum.

Seven. Of the Department of Agriculture.

Eight. Of the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service.

Nine. Of the Botanic Gardens.

TITLE 20—EDUCATION

§91

Ten. Of the National Ocean Survey.

Eleven. Of the United States Geological Sur-
vey.

Twelve. Of the Naval Observatory.

Thirteen. Of the Zoological Park.

Fourteen. Of the Government Publishing Of-
fice.

(Apr. 12, 1892, No. 8, 27 Stat. 395; Mar. 3, 1901, ch.
831, §1, 31 Stat. 1039; May 14, 1928, ch. 551, §1, 45
Stat. 531; 1939 Reorg. Plan No. II, §4(e), eff. July
1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433; 1940 Reorg. Plan
No. III, §3, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2108, 54 Stat.
1232; Aug. 8, 1956, ch. 1036, §3, 70 Stat. 1120; 1965
Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819,
79 Stat. 1318; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3,
1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090; Pub. L. 96-88,
title III, §301(b)(2), title V, §507, Oct. 17, 1979, 93
Stat. 678, 692; Pub. L. 102-154, title I, Nov. 13,
1991, 105 Stat. 1000; Pub. L. 106-113, div. B,
§1000(a)(9) [title IV, §4732(b)(10)], Nov. 29, 1999,
113 Stat. 15636, 1501A-584; Pub. L. 113-235, div. H,
title I, §1301(b), Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat. 2537.)

CODIFICATION

Section is from a resolution adopted Apr. 12, 1892, the
Deficiencies Appropriation Act of Mar. 3, 1901, and the
Legislative Appropriations Act of May 14, 1928, provid-
ing that facilities for study and research be afforded to
investigators, students, etc., in the several States and
Territories as well as in the District of Columbia.

AMENDMENTS

1999—Pub. L. 106-113 substituted ‘‘United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office’ for ‘‘Patent Office” in par.
Three.

CHANGE OF NAME

‘“‘Government Publishing Office’” substituted for
‘“‘Government Printing Office’ in par. Fourteen on au-
thority of section 1301(b) of Pub. L. 113-235, set out as
a note preceding section 301 of Title 44, Public Printing
and Documents.

“United States Geological Survey’ substituted for
‘‘Geological Survey’’ in par. Eleven pursuant to provi-
sion of title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under
section 31 of Title 43, Public Lands.

Coast and Geodetic Survey consolidated with Na-
tional Weather Bureau in 1965 to form Environmental
Science Services Administration by Reorg. Plan No. 2
of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318. Envi-
ronmental Science Services Administration abolished
in 1970 and its personnel, property, records, etc., trans-
ferred to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration by Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35
F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090. By order of Acting Associate
Administrator of National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, 35 F.R. 19249, Dec. 19, 1970, Coast and
Geodetic Survey redesignated National Ocean Survey.
See notes set out under section 311 of Title 15, Com-
merce and Trade.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 106-113 effective 4 months
after Nov. 29, 1999, see section 1000(a)(9) [title IV, §4731]
of Pub. L. 106-113, set out as a note under section 1 of
Title 35, Patents.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Functions of all other officers of Department of Com-
merce and functions of all agencies and employees of
such Department, with a few exceptions, transferred to
Secretary of Commerce, with power vested in him to
authorize their performance or performance of any of
his functions by any of such officers, agencies, and em-
ployees, by Reorg. Plan No. 5 of 1950, §§1, 2, eff. May 24,
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