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1985—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–145 struck out reference 
to section 3442 of this title. 

§ 3475. Contracts 

(a) Authorization of Secretary 

Subject to the provisions of chapters 1 to 11 of 
title 40 and division C (except sections 3302, 
3307(e), 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4710, and 4711) of sub-
title I of title 41, the Secretary is authorized to 
make, enter into, and perform such contracts, 
grants, leases, cooperative agreements, or other 
similar transactions with Federal or other pub-
lic agencies (including State and local govern-
ments) and private organizations and persons, 
and to make such payments, by way of advance 
or reimbursement, as the Secretary may deter-
mine necessary or appropriate to carry out func-
tions of the Secretary or the Department. 

(b) Limitations 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
chapter, no authority to enter into contracts or 
to make payments under this subchapter shall 
be effective except to such extent or in such 
amounts as are provided in advance under ap-
propriation Acts. This subsection shall not 
apply with respect to the authority granted 
under section 3481 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 96–88, title IV, § 415, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 
Stat. 685.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘chapters 1 to 11 of title 40 and division 
C (except sections 3302, 3307(e), 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4710, 
and 4711) of subtitle I of title 41’’ substituted for ‘‘the 
Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 
1949’’ on authority of Pub. L. 107–217, § 5(c), Aug. 21, 
2002, 116 Stat. 1303, which Act enacted Title 40, Public 
Buildings, Property, and Works, and Pub. L. 111–350, 
§ 6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3854, which Act enacted 
Title 41, Public Contracts. 

§ 3476. Regional and field offices 

The Secretary is authorized to establish, alter, 
discontinue, or maintain such regional or other 
field offices as the Secretary may find necessary 
or appropriate to perform functions of the Sec-
retary or the Department. 

(Pub. L. 96–88, title IV, § 416, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 
Stat. 685.) 

§ 3477. Acquisition and maintenance of property 

(a) Authorized properties; establishment of nec-
essary facilities 

The Secretary is authorized— 
(1) to acquire (by purchase, lease, condemna-

tion, or otherwise), construct, improve, repair, 
operate, and maintain— 

(A) schools and related facilities (but only 
to the extent that operation of schools and 
related facilities by the Department is au-
thorized by this chapter); 

(B) laboratories; 
(C) research and testing sites and facili-

ties; 
(D) quarters and related accommodations 

for employees and dependents of employees 
of the Department; and 

(E) personal property (including patents), 
or any interest therein, 

as may be necessary; and 
(2) to provide by contract or otherwise for 

the establishment of eating facilities and 
other necessary facilities for the health and 
welfare of employees of the Department at its 
installations, and purchase and maintain 
equipment therefor. 

(b) Day care center facilities 

The authority available to the Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare under section 
2564 of this title, shall also be available to the 
Secretary. 

(c) Special purpose facilities 

The authority granted by subsection (a) of this 
section shall be available only with respect to 
facilities of a special purpose nature that cannot 
readily be reassigned from similar Federal ac-
tivities and are not otherwise available for as-
signment to the Department by the Adminis-
trator of General Services. 

(Pub. L. 96–88, title IV, § 417, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 
Stat. 685.) 

§ 3478. Facilities at remote locations 

(a) Authorized services, supplies and facilities 

The Secretary is authorized to provide, con-
struct, or maintain for employees and their de-
pendents stationed at remote locations as nec-
essary and when not otherwise available at such 
remote locations— 

(1) emergency medical services and supplies; 
(2) food and other subsistence supplies; 
(3) dining facilities; 
(4) audiovisual equipment, accessories, and 

supplies for recreation and training; 
(5) reimbursement for food, clothing, medi-

cine, and other supplies furnished by such em-
ployees in emergencies for the temporary re-
lief of distressed persons; 

(6) living and working quarters and facili-
ties; and 

(7) transportation for dependents of employ-
ees of the Department to the nearest appro-
priate educational facilities. 

(b) Reimbursements 

The furnishing of medical treatment under 
paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this section 
and the furnishing of services and supplies under 
paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) of subsection (a) of 
this section shall be at prices reflecting reason-
able value as determined by the Secretary. 

(c) Appropriation credits and refunds 

Proceeds from reimbursements under this sec-
tion may be credited to the appropriation of 
funds that bear or will bear all or part of the 
cost of such work or services or used to refund 
excess sums when necessary. 

(Pub. L. 96–88, title IV, § 418, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 
Stat. 686.) 

§ 3479. Use of facilities 

(a) Federal, State, local and foreign government 
facilities 

With their consent, the Secretary may, with 
or without reimbursement, use the research, 
equipment, services, and facilities of any agency 
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