§9584

§9584. Authorization of appropriations

(a) In general

There are authorized to be appropriated to ad-
minister and carry out this subchapter (except
section 9564 of this title) $400,000,000 for fiscal
year 2003 and such sums as may be necessary for
each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years, of which—

(1) not less than the amount provided to the

National Center for Education Statistics (as

such Center was in existence on the day before

November 5, 2002) for fiscal year 2002 shall be

provided to the National Center for Education

Statistics, as authorized under part C of this

subchapter; and

(2) not more than the lesser of 2 percent of
such funds or $1,000,000 shall be made available
to carry out section 9516 of this title (relating
to the National Board for Education Sciences).

(b) Regional educational laboratories

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out section 9564 of this title $100,000,000 for
fiscal year 2003 and such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years.
Of the amounts appropriated under the preced-
ing sentence for a fiscal year, the Director shall
obligate not less than 25 percent to carry out
such purpose with respect to rural areas (includ-
ing schools funded by the Bureau which are lo-
cated in rural areas).

(¢) Availability

Amounts made available under this section
shall remain available until expended.

(Pub. L. 107-279, title I, §194, Nov. 5, 2002, 116
Stat. 1975.)

SUBCHAPTER II—EDUCATIONAL
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

§9601. Definitions

In this subchapter:
(1) In general

The terms ‘‘local educational agency’ and
‘“State educational agency” have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 7801 of this
title.

(2) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
of Education.

(Pub. L. 107-279, title II, §202, Nov. 5, 2002, 116
Stat. 1975.)

IR}

SHORT TITLE
This subchapter known as the ‘‘Educational Tech-

nical Assistance Act of 2002, see Short Title note set
out under section 9501 of this title.

§9602. Comprehensive centers

(a) Authorization

(1) In general

Subject to paragraph (2), beginning in fiscal
year 2004, the Secretary is authorized to award
not less than 20 grants to local entities, or
consortia of such entities, with demonstrated
expertise in providing technical assistance and
professional development in reading, mathe-
matics, science, and technology, especially to
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low-performing schools and districts, to estab-
lish comprehensive centers.
(2) Regions

In awarding grants under paragraph (1), the
Secretary—

(A) shall ensure that not less than 1 com-
prehensive center is established in each of
the 10 geographic regions served by the re-
gional educational laboratories established
under section 941(h) of the Educational Re-
search, Development, Dissemination, and
Improvement Act of 1994 (as such provision
existed on the day before November 5, 2002);
and

(B) after meeting the requirements of sub-
paragraph (A), shall consider, in awarding
the remainder of the grants, the school-age
population, proportion of economically dis-
advantaged students, the increased cost bur-
dens of service delivery in areas of sparse
population, and the number of schools iden-
tified for school improvement (as described
in section 1116(b) of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6316(b))1 in the population served by the
local entity or consortium of such entities.

(b) Eligible applicants
(1) In general

Grants under this section may be made with
research organizations, institutions, agencies,
institutions of higher education, or partner-
ships among such entities, or individuals, with
the demonstrated ability or capacity to carry
out the activities described in subsection (f) of
this section, including regional entities that
carried out activities under the Educational
Research, Development, Dissemination, and
Improvement Act of 1994 (as such Act existed
on the day before November 5, 2002) and title
XIII of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (as such title existed on the
day before January 8, 2002).

(2) Outreach

In conducting competitions for grants under
this section, the Secretary shall actively en-
courage potential applicants to compete for
such awards by making widely available infor-
mation and technical assistance relating to
the competition.

(3) Objectives and indicators

Before awarding a grant under this section,
the Secretary shall design specific objectives
and measurable indicators, using the results of
the assessment conducted under section 9605 of
this title, to be used to assess the particular
programs or initiatives, and ongoing progress
and performance, of the regional entities, in
order to ensure that the educational needs of
the region are being met and that the latest
and best research and proven practices are
being carried out as part of school improve-
ment efforts.

(c) Application
(1) Submission

Each local entity, or consortium of such en-
tities, seeking a grant under this section shall
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