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SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 110–69, § 1, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat. 572, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] may be 
cited as the ‘America COMPETES Act’ or the ‘America 
Creating Opportunities to Meaningfully Promote Ex-
cellence in Technology, Education, and Science Act’.’’ 

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY OF ACTIVITIES 
AUTHORIZED BY PUB. L. 110–69 

Pub. L. 110–69, title VIII, § 8008, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat. 
718, provided that: 

‘‘(a) PROHIBITED USE OF FUNDS.—A grant or contract 
funded by amounts authorized by this Act [see Tables 
for classification] may not be used for the purpose of 
defraying the costs of a banquet or conference that is 
not directly and programmatically related to the pur-
pose for which the grant or contract was awarded. A di-
rectly and programmatically related banquet or con-
ference includes a banquet or conference held in con-
nection with planning, training, assessment, review, or 
other routine purposes related to a project funded by 
the grant or contract. Records of the total costs related 
to, and justifications for, all banquets and conferences 
shall be reported to the appropriate Department, Ad-
ministration, or Foundation. Not later than 60 days 
after receipt of such records, the appropriate Depart-
ment, Administration, or Foundation shall make the 
records available to the public. 

‘‘(b) CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT.—Any person 
awarded a grant or contract funded by amounts author-
ized by this Act shall submit a statement to the Sec-
retary of Commerce, the Secretary of Energy, the Sec-
retary of Education, the Administrator, or the Direc-
tor, as appropriate, certifying that no funds derived 
from the grant or contract will be made available 
through a subcontract or in any other manner to an-
other person who has a financial interest or other con-
flict of interest in the person awarded the grant or con-
tract, unless such conflict is previously disclosed and 
approved in the process of entering into a contract or 
awarding a grant. Not later than 60 days after receipt 
of the certification, the appropriate Secretary, Admin-
istrator, or Director shall make all documents received 
that relate to the certification available to the public. 

‘‘(c) APPLICATION TO FEDERAL GRANTS AND CON-
TRACTS.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall take effect 360 
days after the date of enactment of this Act [Aug. 9, 
2007]. 

‘‘(d) EXCEPTION.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall not 
apply to grants or contracts authorized under sections 
6201 and 6203 [former 20 U.S.C. 9851, 9853].’’ 

§ 9802. Definitions 

(a) ESEA definitions 

Unless otherwise specified in this chapter, the 
terms used in this chapter have the meanings 
given the terms in section 7801 of this title. 

(b) Other definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Critical foreign language 

The term ‘‘critical foreign language’’ means 
a foreign language that the Secretary deter-
mines, in consultation with the heads of such 
Federal departments and agencies as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate, is critical to 
the national security and economic competi-
tiveness of the United States. 

(2) Institution of higher education 

The term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
1001(a) of this title. 

(3) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Education. 

(4) Scientifically valid research 

The term ‘‘scientifically valid research’’ in-
cludes applied research, basic research, and 
field-initiated research in which the rationale, 
design, and interpretation are soundly devel-
oped in accordance with accepted principles of 
scientific research. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VI, § 6001, formerly § 6002, 
Aug. 9, 2007, 121 Stat. 625; renumbered § 6001, Pub. 
L. 111–358, title X, § 1002(b)(1), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 
Stat. 4048.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 6001 of Pub. L. 110–69 was classified to 
section 9801 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
111–358. 

SUBCHAPTER I—TEACHER ASSISTANCE 

PART A—TEACHERS FOR A COMPETITIVE 
TOMORROW 

§ 9811. Purpose 

The purpose of this part is— 
(1) to develop and implement programs to 

provide integrated courses of study in science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, or crit-
ical foreign languages, and teacher education, 
that lead to a baccalaureate degree in science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, or a 
critical foreign language, with concurrent 
teacher certification; 

(2) to develop and implement 2- or 3-year 
part-time master’s degree programs in science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, or crit-
ical foreign language education for teachers in 
order to enhance the teachers’ content knowl-
edge and pedagogical skills; and 

(3) to develop programs for professionals in 
science, technology, engineering, mathe-
matics, or critical foreign language education 
that lead to a master’s degree in teaching that 
results in teacher certification. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VI, § 6111, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 626.) 

§ 9812. Definitions 

In this part: 

(1) Children from low-income families 

The term ‘‘children from low-income fami-
lies’’ means children described in section 
6333(c)(1)(A) of this title. 

(2) Eligible recipient 

The term ‘‘eligible recipient’’ means an in-
stitution of higher education that receives 
grant funds under this part on behalf of a de-
partment of science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics, or a critical foreign language, or 
on behalf of a department or school with a 
competency-based degree program (in science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, or a 
critical foreign language) that includes teach-
er certification, for use in carrying out activi-
ties assisted under this part. 

(3) High-need local educational agency 

The term ‘‘high-need local educational agen-
cy’’ means a local educational agency or edu-
cational service agency— 
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(A)(i) that serves not fewer than 10,000 
children from low-income families; 

(ii) for which not less than 20 percent of 
the children served by the agency are chil-
dren from low-income families; or 

(iii) with a total of less than 600 students 
in average daily attendance at the schools 
that are served by the agency and all of 
whose schools are designated with a school 
locale code of 41, 42, or 43, as determined by 
the Secretary; and 

(B)(i) for which there is a high percentage 
of teachers providing instruction in aca-
demic subject areas or grade levels for which 
the teachers are not highly qualified; or 

(ii) for which there is a high teacher turn-
over rate or a high percentage of teachers 
with emergency, provisional, or temporary 
certification or licensure. 

(4) Highly qualified 

The term ‘‘highly qualified’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 7801 of this title 
and, with respect to special education teach-
ers, in section 1401 of this title. 

(5) Partnership 

The term ‘‘partnership’’ means a partnership 
that— 

(A) shall include— 
(i) an eligible recipient; 
(ii)(I)(aa) a department within the eligi-

ble recipient that provides a program of 
study in science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics, or a critical foreign lan-
guage; and 

(bb) a school, department, or program of 
education within the eligible recipient, or 
a 2-year institution of higher education 
that has a teacher preparation offering or 
a dual enrollment program with the eligi-
ble recipient; or 

(II) a department or school within the el-
igible recipient with a competency-based 
degree program (in science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, or a critical 
foreign language) that includes teacher 
certification; and 

(iii) not less than 1 high-need local edu-
cational agency and a public school or a 
consortium of public schools served by the 
agency; and 

(B) may include a nonprofit organization 
that has a demonstrated record of providing 
expertise or support to meet the purposes of 
this part. 

(6) Teaching skills 

The term ‘‘teaching skills’’ means the abil-
ity to— 

(A) increase student achievement and 
learning and increase a student’s ability to 
apply knowledge; 

(B) effectively convey and explain aca-
demic subject matter; 

(C) employ strategies grounded in the dis-
ciplines of teaching and learning that— 

(i) are based on scientifically valid re-
search; 

(ii) are specific to academic subject mat-
ter; and 

(iii) focus on the identification of stu-
dents’ specific learning needs, particularly 

students with disabilities, students who 
are limited English proficient, students 
who are gifted and talented, and students 
with low literacy levels, and the tailoring 
of academic instruction to such needs; 

(D) conduct ongoing assessment of student 
learning; 

(E) effectively manage a classroom; and 
(F) communicate and work with parents 

and guardians, and involve parents and 
guardians in their children’s education. 

(Pub. L. 110–69, title VI, § 6112, Aug. 9, 2007, 121 
Stat. 626.) 

§ 9813. Programs for baccalaureate degrees in 
science, technology, engineering, mathe-
matics, or critical foreign languages, with 
concurrent teacher certification 

(a) Program authorized 

From the amounts made available to carry 
out this section under section 9816(1) of this title 
and not reserved under section 9815(d) of this 
title for a fiscal year, the Secretary is author-
ized to award grants, on a competitive basis, to 
eligible recipients to enable partnerships served 
by the eligible recipients to develop and imple-
ment programs to provide courses of study in 
science, technology, engineering, mathematics, 
or critical foreign languages that— 

(1) are integrated with teacher education; 
and 

(2) lead to a baccalaureate degree in science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, or a 
critical foreign language with concurrent 
teacher certification. 

(b) Application 

Each eligible recipient desiring a grant under 
this section shall submit an application to the 
Secretary at such time and in such manner as 
the Secretary may require. Each application 
shall— 

(1) describe the program for which assistance 
is sought; 

(2) describe how a department of science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, or a 
critical foreign language participating in the 
partnership will ensure significant collabora-
tion with a teacher preparation program in 
the development of undergraduate degrees in 
science, technology, engineering, mathe-
matics, or a critical foreign language, with 
concurrent teacher certification, including 
providing student teaching and other clinical 
classroom experiences or how a department or 
school participating in the partnership with a 
competency-based degree program has en-
sured, in the development of a baccalaureate 
degree program in science, technology, engi-
neering, mathematics, or a critical foreign 
language, the provision of concurrent teacher 
certification, including providing student 
teaching and other clinical classroom experi-
ences; 

(3) describe the high-quality research, lab-
oratory, or internship experiences, integrated 
with coursework, that will be provided under 
the program; 

(4) describe how members of groups that are 
underrepresented in the teaching of science, 
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