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meeting as deemed appropriate and invited by 
the Chairman. 

(c) No additional compensation for Council mem-
bers 

Members of the Council shall serve without 
additional compensation. 

(d) Council meetings 

The Council shall conduct its first meeting 
not later than 6 months after October 11, 1996. 
Thereafter the Council shall meet not less than 
2 times each year. 

(e) Involvement of Federal agencies and depart-
ments 

(1) The Council shall coordinate national poli-
cies and programs relating to international 
travel and tourism, recreation, and national 
heritage resources, which involve Federal agen-
cies; 

(2) The Council may request directly from any 
Federal department or agency such personnel, 
information, services, or facilities as deemed 
necessary by the Chairman and to the extent 
permitted by law and within the limits of avail-
able funds. 

(3) Federal departments and agencies may, in 
their discretion, detail to temporary duty with 
the Council such personnel as the Chairman 
may request for carrying out the functions of 
the Council. Each such detail of personnel shall 
be without loss of seniority, pay, or other em-
ployee status. 

(f) Closed meetings 

Where necessary to prevent the public disclo-
sure of non-public information which may be 
presented by a Council member, the Council 
may hold, at the discretion of the Chairman, a 
closed meeting which may exclude any individ-
ual who is not an officer or employee of the 
United States. 

(g) Annual report 

The Council shall submit an annual report for 
the preceding fiscal year to the President for 
transmittal to the Congress on or before Decem-
ber 31 of each year. The report shall include— 

(1) a comprehensive and detailed report of 
the activities and accomplishments of the 
Council; 

(2) the results of Council efforts to coordi-
nate the policies and programs of member’s 
agencies that have a significant effect on 
international travel and tourism, recreation, 
and national heritage resources, including 
progress toward resolving interagency con-
flicts and development of cooperative program 
activity; 

(3) an analysis of problems referred to the 
Council by State and local governments, the 
tourism industry, the United States National 
Tourism Organization, the Secretary of Com-
merce, along with a detailed summary of any 
action taken or anticipated to resolve such 
problems; and 

(4) any recommendation as deemed appro-
priate by the Council. 

(h) Applicability of Federal Advisory Committee 
Act 

The membership of the President of the 
United States National Tourism Organization on 

the Council shall not in itself make the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act applicable to the Coun-
cil. 

(Pub. L. 87–63, title III, § 301, as added Pub. L. 
104–288, § 11, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3408.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (h), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, as 
amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2124, Pub. L. 87–63, title III, § 301, for-
merly § 4, June 29, 1961, 75 Stat. 130; Pub. L. 88–426, title 
III, § 305(29), Aug. 14, 1964, 78 Stat. 426; Pub. L. 91–477, 
§ 3(a), Oct. 21, 1970, 84 Stat. 1072; renumbered and 
amended Pub. L. 97–63, § 4(a)(1)–(3), (b), (c)(2), Oct. 16, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1014, 1015; Pub. L. 102–372, §§ 12–14, Sept. 30, 
1992, 106 Stat. 1180, related to establishment of United 
States Travel and Tourism Administration, prior to re-
peal by Pub. L. 104–288, § 9(a), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3407. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the 
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and 
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department 
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 
542 of Title 6. 

ABOLITION OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
SERVICE AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For abolition of Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, transfer of functions, and treatment of related 
references, see note set out under section 1551 of Title 
8, Aliens and Nationality. 

§§ 2124a, 2124b. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–288, §§ 9(a), 
11, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3407, 3408 

Section 2124a, Pub. L. 87–63, title III, § 302, as added 
Pub. L. 97–63, § 4(c)(2), Oct. 16, 1981, 95 Stat. 1015; amend-
ed Pub. L. 102–372, § 15, Sept. 30, 1992, 106 Stat. 1181, pro-
vided for establishment of Tourism Policy Council. See 
section 2124 of this title. 

Section 2124b, Pub. L. 87–63, title III, § 303, as added 
Pub. L. 97–63, § 4(c)(2), Oct. 16, 1981, 95 Stat. 1017; amend-
ed Pub. L. 102–372, § 16, Sept. 30, 1992, 106 Stat. 1181, pro-
vided for establishment of Travel and Tourism Advi-
sory Board. 

§ 2124c. Rural Tourism Development Foundation 

(a) Establishment of Foundation 

In order to assist in the development and pro-
motion of rural tourism, there is established a 
charitable and nonprofit corporation to be 
known as the Rural Tourism Development 
Foundation (hereafter in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Foundation’’). 

(b) Functions 

The functions of the Foundation shall be the 
planning, development, and implementation of 
projects and programs which have the potential 
to increase travel and tourism export revenues 
by attracting foreign visitors to rural America. 
Initially, such projects and programs shall in-
clude— 

(1) participation in the development and dis-
tribution of educational and promotional ma-
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terials pertaining to both private and public 
attractions located in rural areas of the 
United States, including Federal parks and 
recreational lands, which can be used by for-
eign visitors; 

(2) development of educational resources to 
assist in private and public rural tourism de-
velopment; and 

(3) participation in Federal agency outreach 
efforts to make such resources available to 
private enterprises, State and local govern-
ments, and other persons and entities inter-
ested in rural tourism development. 

(c) Board of Directors 

(1) Composition 

(A) The Foundation shall have a Board of Di-
rectors (hereafter in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘Board’’) that— 

(i) during its first two years shall consist 
of nine voting members; and 

(ii) thereafter shall consist of those nine 
members plus up to six additional voting 
members as determined in accordance with 
the bylaws of the Foundation. 

(B)(i) The Secretary of Commerce shall, 
within six months after September 30, 1992, ap-
point the initial nine voting members of the 
Board and thereafter shall appoint the succes-
sors of each of three such members, as pro-
vided by such bylaws. 

(ii) The voting members of the Board, other 
than those referred to in clause (i), shall be ap-
pointed in accordance with procedures estab-
lished by such bylaws. 

(C) The voting members of the Board shall 
be individuals who are not Federal officers or 
employees and who have demonstrated an in-
terest in rural tourism development. Of such 
voting members, at least a majority shall have 
experience and expertise in tourism trade pro-
motion, at least one shall have experience and 
expertise in resource conservation, at least 
one shall have experience and expertise in fi-
nancial administration in a fiduciary capac-
ity, at least one shall be a representative of an 
Indian tribe who has experience and expertise 
in rural tourism on an Indian reservation, at 
least one shall represent a regional or national 
organization or association with a major in-
terest in rural tourism development or pro-
motion, and at least one shall be a representa-
tive of a State who is responsible for tourism 
promotion. 

(D) Voting members of the Board shall each 
serve a term of six years, except that— 

(i) initial terms shall be staggered to as-
sure continuity of administration; 

(ii) if a person is appointed to fill a va-
cancy occurring prior to the expiration of 
the term of the person’s predecessor, that 
person shall serve only for the remainder of 
the predecessor’s term; and 

(iii) any such appointment to fill a va-
cancy shall be made within sixty days after 
the vacancy occurs. 

(2) Ex-officio members 

The Secretary of Commerce and representa-
tives of Federal agencies with responsibility 
for Federal recreational sites in rural areas 

(including the National Park Service, Bureau 
of Land Management, Forest Service, Corps of 
Engineers, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Tennessee 
Valley Authority, and such other Federal 
agencies as the Board determines appropriate) 
shall be nonvoting ex-officio members of the 
Board. 

(3) Chair 

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Board shall be elected by the voting members 
of the Board for terms of two years. 

(4) Meetings 

The Board shall meet at the call of the 
Chairman and there shall be at least two 
meetings each year. A majority of the voting 
members of the Board serving at any one time 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business. The Foundation shall have an offi-
cial seal, which shall be judicially noticed. 
Voting membership on the Board shall not be 
deemed to be an office within the meaning of 
the laws of the United States. 

(d) Compensation and expenses 

No compensation shall be paid to the members 
of the Board for their services as members, but 
they may be reimbursed for actual and nec-
essary traveling and subsistence expenses in-
curred by them in the performance of their du-
ties as such members out of Foundation funds 
available to the Board for such purposes. 

(e) Acceptance of gifts, devises, and bequests 

(1) In general 

The Foundation is authorized to accept, re-
ceive, solicit, hold, administer, and use any 
gifts, devises, or bequests, either absolutely or 
in trust, of real or personal property or any in-
come therefrom or other interest therein for 
the benefit of or in connection with rural tour-
ism, except that the Foundation may not ac-
cept any such gift, devise, or bequest which 
entails any expenditure other than from the 
resources of the Foundation. A gift, devise, or 
bequest may be accepted by the Foundation 
even though it is encumbered, restricted, or 
subject to beneficial interests of private per-
sons if any current or future interest therein 
is for the benefit of rural tourism. 

(2) Indians 

A gift, devise, or bequest accepted by the 
Foundation for the benefit of or in connection 
with rural tourism on Indian reservations, 
pursuant to section 451 of title 25, shall be 
maintained in a separate accounting for the 
benefit of Indian tribes in the development of 
tourism on Indian reservations. 

(f) Investments 

Except as otherwise required by the instru-
ment of transfer, the Foundation may sell, 
lease, invest, reinvest, retain, or otherwise dis-
pose of or deal with any property or income 
thereof as the Board may from time to time de-
termine. The Foundation shall not engage in 
any business, nor shall the Foundation make 
any investment that may not lawfully be made 
by a trust company in the District of Columbia, 
except that the Foundation may make any in-
vestment authorized by the instrument of trans-
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fer and may retain any property accepted by the 
Foundation. 

(g) Perpetual succession; liability of Board mem-
bers 

The Foundation shall have perpetual succes-
sion, with all the usual powers and obligations 
of a corporation acting as a trustee, including 
the power to sue and to be sued in its own name, 
but the members of the Board shall not be per-
sonally liable, except for malfeasance. 

(h) Contractual power 

The Foundation shall have the power to enter 
into contracts, to execute instruments, and gen-
erally to do any and all lawful acts necessary or 
appropriate to its purposes. 

(i) Administration 

(1) In general 

In carrying out the provisions of this sec-
tion, the Board may adopt bylaws, rules, and 
regulations necessary for the administration 
of its functions and may hire officers and em-
ployees and contract for any other necessary 
services. Such officers and employees shall be 
appointed without regard to the provisions of 
title 5 governing appointments in the competi-
tive service and may be paid without regard to 
the provisions of chapters 51 and 53 of such 
title relating to classification and General 
Schedule pay rates. 

(2) Services 

The Secretary of Commerce may accept the 
voluntary and uncompensated services of the 
Foundation, the Board, and the officers and 
employees of the Foundation in the perform-
ance of the functions authorized under this 
section, without regard to section 1342 of title 
31 or the civil service classification laws, 
rules, or regulations. 

(3) Construction 

Neither an officer or employee hired under 
paragraph (1) nor an individual who provides 
services under paragraph (2) shall be consid-
ered a Federal employee for any purpose other 
than for purposes of chapter 81 of title 5, relat-
ing to compensation for work injuries, and 
chapter 171 of title 28, relating to tort claims. 

(j) Exemption from taxes; contributions 

The Foundation and any income or property 
received or owned by it, and all transactions re-
lating to such income or property, shall be ex-
empt from all Federal, State, and local taxation 
with respect thereto. The Foundation may, how-
ever, in the discretion of the Board, contribute 
toward the costs of local government in 
amounts not in excess of those which it would be 
obligated to pay such government if it were not 
exempt from taxation by virtue of this sub-
section or by virtue of its being a charitable and 
nonprofit corporation and may agree so to con-
tribute with respect to property transferred to it 
and the income derived therefrom if such agree-
ment is a condition of the transfer. Contribu-
tions, gifts, and other transfers made to or for 
the use of the Foundation shall be regarded as 
contributions, gifts, or transfers to or for the 
use of the United States. 

(k) Liability of United States 

The United States shall not be liable for any 
debts, defaults, acts, or omissions of the Foun-
dation. 

(l) Annual report 

The Foundation shall, as soon as practicable 
after the end of each fiscal year, transmit to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives an annual report of its proceedings 
and activities, including a full and complete 
statement of its receipts, expenditures, and in-
vestments. 

(m) Definitions 

As used in this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘Indian reservation’’ has the 

meaning given the term ‘‘reservation’’ in sec-
tion 1452(d) of title 25; 

(2) the term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 450b(e) of title 25; 

(3) the term ‘‘local government’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 3371(2) of 
title 5; and 

(4) the term ‘‘rural tourism’’ has the mean-
ing given that term by the Secretary of Com-
merce and shall include activities related to 
travel and tourism that occur on Federal rec-
reational sites, on Indian reservations, and in 
the territories, possessions, and common-
wealths of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 102–372, § 4, Sept. 30, 1992, 106 Stat. 1171; 
Pub. L. 104–288, § 9(b), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3407.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 4 of Pub. L. 102–372. 
Subsec. (n) of section 4 of Pub. L. 102–372 amended sec-
tion 2123(a) of this title. 

Section was enacted as part of the Tourism Policy 
and Export Promotion Act of 1992, and not as part of 
the International Travel Act of 1961 which comprises 
this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (c)(1)(B)(i), (2). Pub. L. 104–288 sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary of Commerce’’ for ‘‘Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Travel and Tourism’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Energy and Commerce of House of 
Representatives treated as referring to Committee on 
Commerce of House of Representatives by section 1(a) 
of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding section 21 
of Title 2, The Congress. Committee on Commerce of 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of House of Representatives, and 
jurisdiction over matters relating to securities and ex-
changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-
mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Seventh 
Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

§ 2125. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 87–63, title II, § 203, formerly § 5, June 
29, 1961, 75 Stat. 130, which related to annual reports to 
the President and Congress, was renumbered by Pub. L. 
97–63, § 3(e), Oct. 16, 1981, 95 Stat. 1013, transferred to 
section 2123a of this title, and subsequently repealed by 
Pub. L. 102–372, § 8(a), Sept. 30, 1992, 106 Stat. 1177. 
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