
Page 1651 TITLE 22—FOREIGN RELATIONS AND INTERCOURSE § 7556 

§ 7556. Benchmarks to evaluate the progress 
being made toward the transition of security 
responsibilities for Afghanistan to the Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan 

(a) Options for expansion of capacity of Afghan 
National Security Forces 

The President shall, acting through the Sec-
retary of Defense, establish and update as appro-
priate, and submit to Congress, options to accel-
erate the expansion of the capacity of Afghan 
National Security Forces with the goal of— 

(1) enabling the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan, consistent with the 
Framework for Inteqal, to assume lead respon-
sibility for security in all areas of Afghani-
stan, to maintain security in those areas, and 
to sustain the Afghan National Security 
Forces; 

(2) achieving United States national security 
objectives to disrupt, dismantle, and defeat al- 
Qaeda and its extremist allies in Afghanistan, 
and preventing the establishment of safe ha-
vens for those entities; and 

(3) enabling the United States to move to an 
enduring partnership with the Government of 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, fully con-
sistent with the Declaration by the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization and the Govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
on an Enduring Partnership as issued at the 
Lisbon conference on November 20, 2010. 

(b) Benchmarks 

The President shall establish, and may update 
from time to time, a comprehensive set of 
benchmarks to evaluate progress being made to-
ward meeting the goals set forth in paragraphs 
(1) through (3) of subsection (a). 

(c) Submittal to Congress 

The President shall include the most current 
set of benchmarks established pursuant to sub-
section (b) with each report on progress toward 
security and stability in Afghanistan that is 
submitted to Congress under sections 1230 and 
1231 of the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 110–181; 122 
Stat. 385, 390). 

(Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title XII, § 1221, Dec. 31, 
2011, 125 Stat. 1635.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 1230 and 1231 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 
110–181; 122 Stat. 385, 390), referred to in subsec. (c), are 
not classified to the Code. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, and not as part 
of the Afghanistan Freedom Support Act of 2002 which 
comprises this chapter. 

COMPLETION OF ACCELERATED TRANSITION OF SECURITY 
RESPONSIBILITY FROM UNITED STATES ARMED 
FORCES TO THE AFGHAN NATIONAL SECURITY FORCES 

Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title XII, § 1222, Dec. 26, 2013, 127 
Stat. 917, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—It is the policy of the United 
States, in coordination with the Government of Af-
ghanistan, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
member countries, and other allies in Afghanistan, 
that— 

‘‘(1) the accelerated transition of security respon-
sibility from United States Armed Forces to the Af-
ghan National Security Forces and the associated 
draw down of United States Armed Forces from Af-
ghanistan shall be completed by not later than De-
cember 31, 2014; 

‘‘(2) the United States shall support an Afghan-led 
and Afghan-owned peace negotiation process leading 
to a political settlement of the conflict in Afghani-
stan, with the goal of establishing a secure and inde-
pendent Afghanistan and promoting regional security 
and stability; and 

‘‘(3) any political settlement resulting from such 
peace negotiations must result in insurgent groups 
breaking ties with al Qaeda, renouncing violence, and 
accepting the Afghanistan constitution, including its 
protections for women and minorities. 
‘‘(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that, before making a public announcement regarding 
a decision on a United States military presence in Af-
ghanistan after December 31, 2014, the President should 
consult with Congress regarding the size, mission, and 
estimated duration of such a presence. 

‘‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section 
shall be construed so as to limit or prohibit any au-
thority of the President to modify the military strat-
egy, tactics, and operations of United States Armed 
Forces as such Armed Forces draw down from Afghani-
stan.’’ 
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