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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘States’’. 

and improving human rights in North Korea, 
and that— 

(1) the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights (UNCHR) has taken positive 
steps by adopting Resolution 2003/10 and Reso-
lution 2004/13 on the situation of human rights 
in North Korea, and particularly by requesting 
the appointment of a Special Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights in North Korea; 
and 

(2) the severe human rights violations with-
in North Korea warrant country-specific at-
tention and reporting by the United Nations 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the 
Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary 
Disappearances, the Special Rapporteur on 
Extrajudicial, Summary, or Arbitrary Execu-
tions, the Special Rapporteur on the Right to 
Food, the Special Rapporteur on the Pro-
motion and Protection of the Right to Free-
dom of Opinion and Expression, the Special 
Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, 
and the Special Rapporteur on Violence 
Against Women. 

(Pub. L. 108–333, title I, § 105, Oct. 18, 2004, 118 
Stat. 1291.) 

§ 7816. Establishment of regional framework 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that human rights initia-
tives can be undertaken on a multilateral basis, 
such as the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), which established a 
regional framework for discussing human rights, 
scientific and educational cooperation, and eco-
nomic and trade issues. 

(b) Sense of Congress 

It is the sense of Congress that the United 
Sates 1 should explore the possibility of a re-
gional human rights dialogue with North Korea 
that is modeled on the Helsinki process, engag-
ing all countries in the region in a common 
commitment to respect human rights and fun-
damental freedoms. 

(Pub. L. 108–333, title I, § 106, Oct. 18, 2004, 118 
Stat. 1292.) 

§ 7817. Special Envoy on North Korean human 
rights issues 

(a) Special Envoy 

The President shall appoint a special envoy 
for North Korean human rights issues within the 
Department of State (hereafter in this section 
referred to as the ‘‘Special Envoy’’), by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. The Spe-
cial Envoy should be a person of recognized dis-
tinction in the field of human rights who shall 
have the rank of ambassador and shall hold the 
office at the pleasure of the President. 

(b) Central objective 

The central objective of the Special Envoy is 
to coordinate and promote efforts to improve re-
spect for the fundamental human rights of the 
people of North Korea, including, in coordina-
tion with the Bureau of Population, Refugees, 

and Migration, the protection of those people 
who have fled as refugees. 

(c) Duties and responsibilities 

The Special Envoy shall— 
(1) participate in the formulation and the 

implementation of activities carried out pur-
suant to this chapter; 

(2) engage in discussions with North Korean 
officials regarding human rights; 

(3) support international efforts to promote 
human rights and political freedoms in North 
Korea, including coordination and dialogue be-
tween the United States and the United Na-
tions, the European Union, North Korea, and 
the other countries in Northeast Asia; 

(4) consult with non-governmental organiza-
tions who have attempted to address human 
rights in North Korea; 

(5) make recommendations regarding the 
funding of activities authorized in sections 
7812 and 7814 of this title; 

(6) review strategies for improving protec-
tion of human rights in North Korea, includ-
ing technical training and exchange programs; 
and 

(7) develop an action plan for supporting im-
plementation of the United Nations Commis-
sion on Human Rights Resolution 2004/13. 

(d) Report on activities 

Not later than 180 days after October 18, 2004, 
and annually thereafter through 2017, the Spe-
cial Envoy shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on the activities 
undertaken in the preceding 12 months under 
subsection (c). 

(Pub. L. 108–333, title I, § 107, Oct. 18, 2004, 118 
Stat. 1292; Pub. L. 110–346, § 8, Oct. 7, 2008, 122 
Stat. 3941; Pub. L. 112–172, § 7, Aug. 16, 2012, 126 
Stat. 1309.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2012—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 112–172 substituted ‘‘2017’’ 
for ‘‘2012’’. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–346, § 8(1), substituted ‘‘North Ko-
rean human rights issues’’ for ‘‘human rights in North 
Korea’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–346, § 8(2), in first sentence, 
substituted ‘‘North Korean human rights issues’’ for 
‘‘human rights in North Korea’’ and inserted ‘‘, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate’’ before pe-
riod at end and, in second sentence, inserted ‘‘who shall 
have the rank of ambassador and shall hold the office 
at the pleasure of the President’’ before period at end. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–346, § 8(3), inserted 
‘‘, including, in coordination with the Bureau of Popu-
lation, Refugees, and Migration, the protection of those 
people who have fled as refugees’’ after ‘‘North Korea’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110–346, § 8(4), added par. (1), redes-
ignated former pars. (1) to (6) as (2) to (7), respectively, 
and substituted ‘‘sections 7812 and 7814’’ for ‘‘section 
7812’’ in par. (5). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110–346, § 8(5), substituted ‘‘there-
after through 2012’’ for ‘‘for the subsequent 5 year-pe-
riod’’. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ASSISTING NORTH 
KOREANS IN NEED 

§ 7831. Report on United States humanitarian as-
sistance 

(a) Report 

Not later than 180 days after October 18, 2004, 
and annually thereafter through 2017, the Ad-
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