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shall be regarded as vested with an unrestricted 
fee simple title to the land, the United States 
shall not be a necessary party to the proceeding, 
and any conveyance of the land pursuant to the 
proceeding shall divest the United States of title 
to the land. All mortgages and deeds of trust to 
such land heretofore approved by the Secretary 
of the Interior are ratified and confirmed. 

(b) In the event such land is acquired by an In-
dian or an Indian tribe, such land shall not be 
removed from trust or restricted status except 
upon application to the Secretary under existing 
law. 

(Mar. 29, 1956, ch. 107, 70 Stat. 62; Pub. L. 98–608, 
§ 2, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 3173; Pub. L. 101–644, 
title III, § 301(c), Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4667.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–644 inserted ‘‘tribe 

which has jurisdiction over such land or, in the case 

where no tribal foreclosure law exists, in accordance 

with the laws of the’’ before ‘‘State’’ in second sen-

tence. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–608 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

§ 484. Conversion of exchange assignments of 
tribal lands on certain Sioux reservations 
into trust titles; trust and tax exemption 

From and after July 14, 1954, each grant of ex-
change assignment of tribal lands on the Chey-
enne River Sioux Reservation and the Standing 
Rock Sioux Reservation shall have the same 
force and effect, and shall confer the same 
rights, including all timber, mineral, and water 
rights now vested in or held by the Cheyenne 
River Sioux Tribe or the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe, upon the holder or holders thereof, that 
are conveyed by a trust patent issued pursuant 
to section 348 of this title, as supplemented, ex-
cept that the period of trust and tax exemption 
shall continue until otherwise directed by Con-
gress. 

(July 14, 1954, ch. 472, § 1, 68 Stat. 467.) 

§ 485. Payment to assignment holders of moneys 
collected for use of subsurface rights 

The Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe and the 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe are authorized to 
pay to each holder of an exchange assignment of 
tribal lands all moneys collected by the tribe for 
the lease or use of subsurface rights in such 
lands. 

(July 14, 1954, ch. 472, § 2, 68 Stat. 468.) 

§ 486. Regulations 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
prescribe such regulations as may be necessary 
to carry out the provisions of sections 484 to 486 
of this title. 

(July 14, 1954, ch. 472, § 3, 68 Stat. 468.) 

§ 487. Spokane Indian Reservation; consolida-
tions of land 

(a) Purchase, sale, and exchange 

For the purpose of effecting consolidations of 
land situated within the Spokane Indian Res-
ervation in the State of Washington into the 

ownership of the tribe and of individual tribal 
members and for the purpose of attaining and 
preserving an economic land base for Indian use, 
alleviating problems of Indian heirship and as-
sisting in the productive leasing, disposition, 
and other use of tribal lands, the Secretary of 
the Interior is authorized in his discretion to: 

(1) Purchase for the Spokane Tribe of Indians 
with any funds of such tribe and to otherwise ac-
quire by gift, exchange, or relinquishment any 
lands or interest in lands or improvements 
thereon within the Spokane Indian Reservation. 

(2) Sell or approve sales of any tribal trust 
lands, any interest therein or improvements 
thereon. 

(3) Exchange any tribal trust lands, including 
interests therein or improvements thereon, for 
any lands situated within such reservation. 

(b) Individual Indian trust lands 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
sell and exchange individual Indian trust lands 
held in multiple ownership to the Spokane Tribe 
or to individual members thereof if the sale or 
exchange is authorized in writing by owners of 
at least a majority interest in such lands; except 
that no greater percentage of approval of indi-
vidual Indians shall be required under this Act 
than in any other statute of general application 
approved by Congress. 

(c) Nontaxability 

Title to lands, or any interests therein, ac-
quired pursuant to this Act for the Spokane 
Tribe or individual enrolled members thereof, 
shall be taken in the name of the United States 
of America in trust for the tribe or individual 
Indian, and shall be nontaxable as other tribal 
and allotted Indian trust lands of the Spokane 
Reservation. 

(d) Lands held by mortgage or deed of trust 

That any tribal land that may be sold pursu-
ant to this Act may, with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior, be encumbered by a 
mortgage or deed of trust and shall be subject to 
foreclosure or sale pursuant to the terms of such 
a mortgage or deed of trust in accordance with 
the laws of the State of Washington. The United 
States shall be an indispensable party to any 
such proceeding with the right of removal of the 
cause to the United States district court for the 
district in which the land is located, following 
the procedure in section 1446 of title 28: Provided, 
That the United States shall have the right to 
appeal from any order of remand in the case. 

(e) Acquisition and sale procedures; land pur-
chase and consolidation program 

The acquisition and sale of lands for the Spo-
kane Tribe pursuant to this Act shall be upon 
request of the business council of the Spokane 
Tribe, evidenced by a resolution adopted in ac-
cordance with the constitution and bylaws of 
the tribe, and shall be in accordance with a land 
purchase and consolidation plan approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior, and except as it may 
otherwise be authorized or prescribed by the 
Secretary, shall be limited to lands situated 
within the boundary of the Spokane Reserva-
tion. Such acquisition by the Spokane Tribe, or 
individual members thereof, may be achieved by 
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