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§967a. Per capita payments to enrolled tribal
members; use of balance of funds

From the funds on deposit in the Treasury of
the United States to the credit of the Omaha
Tribe of Nebraska that were appropriated by the
Act of June 9, 1964, to pay a judgment obtained
by the tribe in Indian Claims Commission dock-
et numbered 138, after deduction of attorney
fees, litigation expenses, and such sums as may
be required to distribute individual shares, the
Secretary of the Interior shall make a per capita
distribution of no more than $270 to each person
living on November 2, 1966, whose name appears
on the roll of the tribe prepared pursuant to sec-
tion 961 of this title, and to each child living on
November 2, 1966, who was born after September
14, 1961, and who possesses aboriginal Omaha
blood of the degree of one-fourth or more except
for any such child who is enrolled with any
other tribe of Indians. The balance of such
funds, and the interest thereon, may be ad-
vanced or expended for any purpose that is au-
thorized by the tribal governing body and ap-
proved by the Secretary. The amount of $150,000
of said funds and any interest thereon shall not
be distributed, advanced or expended until said
$150,000 and any interest thereon becomes avail-
able for disbursement pursuant to the terms of
the final judgment dated April 14, 1964, by the
Indian Claims Commission in docket numbered
138.

(Pub. L. 89-717, §1, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1114.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Act of June 9, 1964, referred to in text, is Pub. L.
88-317, June 9, 1964, 78 Stat. 204, which was not classi-
fied to the Code.

The Indian Claims Commission, referred to in text,
terminated Sept. 30, 1978. See Codification note set out
under former section 70 et seq. of this title.

CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of Pub. L. 87-235,
Sept. 14, 1961, 75 Stat. 508, which comprises this sub-
chapter.

§967b. Payments to minors and persons under
legal disability; shares under certain amount
to revert to tribe

Sums payable to persons or to their heirs or
legatees who are less than twenty-one years of
age or who are under a legal disability shall be
paid in accordance with such procedures as the
Secretary, after consultation with the tribal
governing body, determines will adequately pro-
tect their best interests. Proportional shares of
heirs or legatees amounting to $5 or less shall
not be distributed and such amounts shall es-
cheat to the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska.

(Pub. L. 89-717, §2, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1115.)
CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of Pub. L. 87-235,
Sept. 14, 1961, 75 Stat. 508, which comprises this sub-
chapter.

§967c. Tax exemption

The funds distributed under the provisions of
sections 967a to 967d of this title shall not be
subject to Federal or State income taxes.
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(Pub. L. 89-717, §3, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1115.)
CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of Pub. L. 87-235,
Sept. 14, 1961, 75 Stat. 508, which comprises this sub-
chapter.

§967d. Rules and regulations

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
prescribe rules and regulations to carry out the
provisions of sections 967a to 967d of this title.

(Pub. L. 89-717, §4, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1115.)
CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of Pub. L. 87-235,
Sept. 14, 1961, 75 Stat. 508, which comprises this sub-
chapter.

SUBCHAPTER XLVI—PONCA TRIBE OF NE-
BRASKA: TERMINATION OF FEDERAL SU-
PERVISION

§971. Membership roll; preparation; eligibility
for enrollment; protests against inclusion or
omission from roll; finality of determination;
publication of roll; publication of notice of
agreement to division of assets; finality of
roll

The Secretary of the Interior shall, with the
advice and assistance of the Ponca Tribe of Na-
tive Americans of Nebraska and pursuant to
such regulations as he may prescribe, prepare a
roll of the members of the tribe and record
thereon persons whose names appeared on the
census roll of April 1, 1934, and the supplement
thereto of January 1, 1935, and their descendants
of not less than one-quarter degree Indian blood
of the Ponca Tribe, regardless of place of resi-
dence, who are living on September 5, 1962. He
shall provide a reasonable opportunity for any
person to protest against the inclusion or omis-
sion of any name on or from the roll and his de-
cision on such protests shall be final and conclu-
sive. After all protests are disposed of, the roll
shall be published in the Federal Register. The
Secretary shall thereupon give the adult mem-
bers of the tribe whose names appear on the roll
an opportunity to indicate their agreement or
disagreement with a division of tribal assets in
accordance with the provisions of this sub-
chapter. If a majority of those indicating agree-
ment or disagreement are favorable to such divi-
sion, the Secretary shall publish in the Federal
Register a notice of the fact and the roll pre-
pared by him shall thereupon become final and
sections 972 to 980 of this title shall become ef-
fective.

(Pub. L. 87-629, §1, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 429.)
§ 972. Personal property rights; restrictions

Each member whose name appears on the final
roll of the tribe as published in the Federal Reg-
ister shall be entitled to receive in accordance
with the provisions of this subchapter an equal
share of the tribe’s assets that are held in trust
by the United States. This right shall constitute
personal property which may be inherited or be-
queathed, but it shall not otherwise be subject
to alienation or encumbrance.

(Pub. L. 87-629, §2, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 429.)



§973

§973. Distribution of assets
(a) Tribal assets; time limitation

All property of the United States used for the
benefit of the Ponca Tribe of Native Americans
of Nebraska is declared to be a part of the assets
of the tribe, and all of the tribe’s assets shall be
distributed in accordance with the provisions of
this section. The distribution shall be completed
within three years from September 5, 1962, or as
soon thereafter as practicable.

(b) Designation of property for church, park,
playground, or cemetery

The tribe shall designate any part of the
tribe’s property that is to be set aside for
church, park, playground, or cemetery purposes,
and the Secretary is authorized to convey such
property to trustees or agencies designated by
the tribe for that purpose and approved by the
Secretary.

(c) Homesites; market value; improvements

Each member may select for homesite pur-
poses and receive title to not to exceed five
acres of tribal land that is being used for home-
site purposes by such member. The member
shall pay the current market value of the home-
site selection excluding any improvements or re-
pairs constructed by such member, his wife,
children, or ancestor, as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Interior.

(d) Sale of assets not selected; bidding

All assets of the tribe that are not selected
and conveyed to members shall be sold by com-
petitive bid at not less than the current market
value, and any member shall have the right to
purchase property offered for sale for a price not
less than the highest acceptable bid therefor. If
more than one member exercises such right, the
property shall be sold to the member exercising
the right who offers the highest price.

(e) Proceeds and tribal funds for payment of
tribal debts; distributive share; set off; mem-
ber purchases of tribal property

The net proceeds of all sales of tribal property,
and all other tribal funds, shall be used to pay,
as authorized by the Secretary, any debts of the
tribe. The remainder of such proceeds and funds
shall be divided equally among the members
whose names are on the final roll, or their heirs
or legatees. Any debt owed by a member, heir, or
legatee to the tribe or to the United States may
be set off as authorized by the Secretary against
the distributive share of such person. Any mem-
ber of the tribe who purchases tribal property in
accordance with this section may apply on the
purchase price his share of the proceeds of all
sales of tribal property, and the Secretary of the
Interior shall adopt sales procedures that permit
such action.

(Pub. L. 87-629, §3, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 429.)

§974. Sale of trust lands

(a) Requisite owners’ request; time limitation;
bidding; member purchases; reservation of
mineral rights; representation of minors, in-
competents and missing owners

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
partition or to sell the complete interest (in-
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cluding any unrestricted interest) in any land in
which an undivided interest is owned by a mem-
ber of the Ponca Tribe of Native Americans of
Nebraska in a trust or restricted status, pro-
vided the partition or sale is requested by the
owners of a 25 per centum interest in the land,
and the partition or sale is made within three
years from September 5, 1962. Any such sale
shall be by competitive bid, except that with the
concurrence of the owners of a 25 per centum in-
terest in the land any owner of an interest in
the land shall have the right to purchase the
land within a reasonable time fixed by the Sec-
retary of the Interior prior to a competitive sale
at not less than its current market value. If
more than one preference right is exercised, the
sale shall be by competitive bid limited to the
persons entitled to a preference. If the owners of
a 25 per centum interest in the land so request,
mineral rights may be reserved to the owners in
an unrestricted status. The Secretary of the In-
terior may represent for the purposes of this
section any Indian owner who is a minor, or who
is non compos mentis, and, after giving reason-
able notice of the proposed partition or sale by
publication, he may represent an Indian owner
who cannot be located.

(b) Removal of restrictions; title to lands

All restrictions on the alienation or taxation
of interests in land that are owned by members
of the Ponca Tribe of Native Americans of Ne-
braska three years after September 5, 1962 shall
be deemed removed by operation of law, and an
unrestricted title shall be vested in each such
member.

(Pub. L. 87-629, §4, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 430.)

§975. Land surveys and execution of convey-
ances by Secretary; title of grantee

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
make such land surveys and to execute such
conveyancing instruments as he deems nec-
essary to convey marketable and recordable
title to the individual and tribal assets disposed
of pursuant to this subchapter. Each grantee
shall receive an unrestricted title to the prop-
erty conveyed.

(Pub. L. 87-629, §5, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 430.)
§976. Indian claims unaffected

Nothing in this subchapter shall affect any
claims heretofore filed against the United
States by the Ponca Tribe of Native Americans
of Nebraska.

(Pub. L. 87-629, §6, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 430.)

§977. Rights, privileges, and obligations under
Nebraska laws unaffected

Nothing in this subchapter shall affect the
rights, privileges, or obligations of the tribe and
its members under the laws of Nebraska.

(Pub. L. 87-629, §7, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 430.)
§978. Taxes; initial exemption; taxes following

distribution; valuation for capital gains or
losses

No property distributed under the provisions
of this subchapter shall at the time of distribu-
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