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§ 633. Preference in employment; on-the-job 
training 

Navajo and Hopi Indians shall be given, when-
ever practicable, preference in employment on 
all projects undertaken pursuant to this sub-
chapter, and, in furtherance of this policy may 
be given employment on such projects without 
regard to the provisions of the civil-service and 
classification laws. To the fullest extent pos-
sible, Indian workers on such projects shall re-
ceive on-the-job training in order to enable 
them to become qualified for more skilled em-
ployment. 

(Apr. 19, 1950, ch. 92, § 3, 64 Stat. 45.) 

§ 634. Loans to Tribes or individual members; 
loan fund 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, 
under such regulations as he may prescribe, to 
make loans from the loan fund authorized by 
section 631 of this title to the Navajo Tribe, or 
any member or association of members thereof, 
or to the Hopi Tribe, or any member of associa-
tion of members thereof, for such productive 
purposes as, in his judgment, will tend to pro-
mote the better utilization of the manpower and 
resources of the Navajo or Hopi Indians. Sums 
collected in repayment of such loans and sums 
collected as interest or other charges thereon 
shall be credited to the loan fund, and shall be 
available for the purpose for which the fund was 
established. 

(Apr. 19, 1950, ch. 92, § 4, 64 Stat. 45.) 

INDIAN REVOLVING LOAN FUND 

Certain funds to be administered as a single Indian 

Revolving Loan Fund after Apr. 12, 1974, see section 

1461 of this title. 

§ 635. Disposition of lands 

(a) Lease of restricted lands; renewals 

Any restricted Indian lands owned by the Nav-
ajo Tribe, members thereof, or associations of 
such members, or by the Hopi Tribe, members 
thereof, or associations of such members, may 
be leased by the Indian owners, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, for pub-
lic, religious, educational, recreational, or busi-
ness purposes, including the development or uti-
lization of natural resources in connection with 
operations under such leases. All leases so 
granted shall be for a term of not to exceed 
twenty-five years, but may include provisions 
authorizing their renewal for an additional term 
of not to exceed twenty-five years, and shall be 
made under such regulations as may be pre-
scribed by the Secretary. Restricted allotments 
of deceased Indians may be leased under this 
section, for the benefit of their heirs or devisees, 
in the circumstances and by the persons pre-
scribed in section 380 of this title. Nothing con-
tained in this section shall be construed to re-
peal or affect any authority to lease restricted 
Indian lands conferred by or pursuant to any 
other provision of law. 

(b) Lease, sale, or other disposition of lands 
owned in fee simple by Navajo Tribe 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
land owned in fee simple by the Navajo Tribe 

may be leased, sold, or otherwise disposed of by 
the sole authority of the Navajo Tribal Council, 
in any manner that similar land in the State in 
which such land is situated may be leased, sold, 
or otherwise disposed of by private landowners, 
and such disposition shall create no liability on 
the part of the United States. 

(c) Transfer of unallotted lands to tribally owned 
or municipal corporations 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
transfer, upon request of the Navajo Tribal 
Council, to any corporation owned by the tribe 
and organized pursuant to State law, or to any 
municipal corporation organized under State 
law, legal title to or a leasehold interest in any 
unallotted lands held for the Navajo Indian 
Tribe, and thereafter the United States shall 
have no responsibility or liability for, but on re-
quest of the tribe shall render advice and assist-
ance in, the management, use, or disposition of 
such lands. 

(Apr. 19, 1950, ch. 92, § 5, 64 Stat. 46; Pub. L. 
86–505, § 1, June 11, 1960, 74 Stat. 199.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1960—Pub. L. 86–505 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a) and added subsecs. (b) and (c). 

§ 636. Adoption of constitution by Navajo Tribe; 
method; contents 

In order to facilitate the fullest possible par-
ticipation by the Navajo Tribe in the program 
authorized by this subchapter, the members of 
the tribe shall have the right to adopt a tribal 
constitution in the manner herein prescribed. 
Such constitution may provide for the exercise 
by the Navajo Tribe of any powers vested in the 
tribe or any organ thereof by existing law, to-
gether with such additional powers as the mem-
bers of the tribe may, with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior, deem proper to in-
clude therein. Such constitution shall be formu-
lated by the Navajo Tribal Council at any regu-
lar meeting, distributed in printed form to the 
Navajo people for consideration, and adopted by 
secret ballot of the adult members of the Navajo 
Tribe in an election held under such regulations 
as the Secretary may prescribe, at which a ma-
jority of the qualified votes cast favor such 
adoption. The constitution shall authorize the 
fullest possible participation of the Navajos in 
the administration of their affairs as approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior and shall be-
come effective when approved by the Secretary. 
The constitution may be amended from time to 
time in the same manner as herein provided for 
its adoption, and the Secretary of the Interior 
shall approve any amendment which in the opin-
ion of the Secretary of the Interior advances the 
development of the Navajo people toward the 
fullest realization and exercise of the rights, 
privileges, duties, and responsibilities of Amer-
ican citizenship. 

(Apr. 19, 1950. ch. 92, § 6, 64 Stat. 46.) 

§ 637. Use of Navajo tribal funds 

Notwithstanding any other provision of exist-
ing law, the tribal funds now on deposit or here-
after placed to the credit of the Navajo Tribe of 
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