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apply to cases pending in Supreme Court on such effec-

tive date or affect right to review or manner of review-

ing judgment or decree of court which was entered be-

fore such effective date, see section 7 of Pub. L. 100–352, 

set out as a note under section 1254 of Title 28, Judici-

ary and Judicial Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 

see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 

section 171 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-

dure. 

§ 653. Statutes of limitations unavailable against 
claims; amount of decree; set-off 

If any claim or claims be submitted to said 
courts, they shall settle the equitable rights 
therein, notwithstanding lapse of time or stat-
utes of limitation or the fact that the said claim 
or claims have not been presented to any other 
tribunal, including the commission created by 
the Act of March 3, 1851 (Ninth Statutes at 
Large, page 631): Provided, That any decree for 
said Indians shall be for an amount equal to the 
just value of the compensation provided or pro-
posed for the Indians in those certain eighteen 
unratified treaties executed by the chiefs and 
head men of the several tribes and bands of Indi-
ans of California and submitted to the Senate of 
the United States by the President of the United 
States for ratification on the 1st day of June, 
1852, including the lands described therein at 
$1.25 per acre. Any payment which may have 
been made by the United States or moneys here-
tofore or hereafter expended to date of award for 
the benefit of the Indians of California, made 
under specific appropriations for the support, 
education, health, and civilization of Indians in 
California, including purchases of land, shall not 
be pleaded as an estoppel but may be pleaded by 
way of set-off. 

(May 18, 1928, ch. 624, § 3, 45 Stat. 602.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of March 3, 1851, referred to in text, is act Mar. 

3, 1851, ch. 41, 9 Stat. 631, which was not classified to 

the Code. 

§ 654. Claims presented by petition; filing date; 
amendment; signature and verification; offi-
cial letters, documents, etc., furnished 

The claims of the Indians of California under 
the provisions of this subchapter shall be pre-
sented by petition, which shall be filed within 
three years after May 18, 1928. Said petition 
shall be subject to amendment. The petition 
shall be signed and verified by the attorney gen-
eral of the State of California. Verification may 
be upon information and belief as to the facts al-
leged. Official letters, papers, documents, and 
public records, or certified copies thereof, may 
be used in evidence and the departments of the 
Government shall give the said attorney access 
to such papers, correspondence, or furnish such 
certified copies of record as may be necessary in 
the premises free of cost. 

(May 18, 1928, ch. 624, § 4, 45 Stat. 602.) 

§ 655. Reimbursement of State of California for 
necessary costs and expenses 

In the event that the court renders judgment 
against the United States under the provisions 

of this subchapter, it shall decree such amount 
as it finds reasonable to be paid to the State of 
California to reimburse the State for all nec-
essary costs and expenses incurred by said 
State, other than attorney fees: Provided, That 
no reimbursement shall be made to the State of 
California for the services rendered by its attor-
ney general. 

(May 18, 1928, ch. 624, § 5, 45 Stat. 602.) 

§ 656. Judgment amount deposited in Treasury to 
credit of Indians; interest rate; use of fund 

The amount of any judgment shall be placed 
in the Treasury of the United States to the cred-
it of the Indians of California and shall draw in-
terest at the rate of 4 per centum per annum and 
shall be thereafter subject to appropriation by 
Congress for educational, health, industrial, and 
other purposes for the benefit of said Indians, in-
cluding the purchase of lands and building of 
homes, and no part of said judgment shall be 
paid out in per capita payments to said Indians: 
Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury is 
authorized and directed to pay to the State of 
California, out of the proceeds of the judgment 
when appropriated, the amount decreed by the 
court to be due said State, as provided in section 
655 of this title. 

(May 18, 1928, ch. 624, § 6, 45 Stat. 603.) 

§ 657. Revision of roll of Indians 

The Secretary of the Interior, under such reg-
ulations as he may prescribe, is authorized and 
directed to revise the roll of the Indians of Cali-
fornia, as defined in section 651 of this title, 
which was approved by him on May 16, 1933, in 
the following particulars: (a) By adding to said 
roll the names of persons who filed applications 
for enrollment as Indians of California on or be-
fore May 18, 1932, and who, although determined 
to be descendants of the Indians residing in the 
State of California on June 1, 1852, were denied 
enrollment solely on the ground that they were 
not living in the State of California on May 18, 
1928, and who were alive on May 24, 1950; (b) by 
adding to said roll the names of persons who are 
descendants of the Indians residing in the State 
of California on June 1, 1852, and who are the fa-
thers, mothers, brothers, sisters, uncles, or 
aunts of persons whose names appear on said 
roll, and who were alive on May 24, 1950, irre-
spective of whether such fathers, mothers, 
brothers, sisters, uncles, or aunts were living in 
the State of California on May 18, 1928; (c) by 
adding to said roll the names of persons born 
since May 18, 1928, and living on May 24, 1950, 
who are the children or other descendants of 
persons whose names appear on said roll, or of 
persons whose names are eligible for addition to 
said roll under clauses (a) or (b) of this section, 
or of persons dying prior to May 24, 1950, whose 
names would have been eligible for addition to 
said roll under clauses (a) or (b) of this section 
if such persons had been alive on May 24, 1950; 
and (d) by removing from said roll the names of 
persons who have died since May 18, 1928, and 
prior to May 24, 1950. Persons entitled to enroll-
ment under clause (a) of this section shall be en-
rolled by the Secretary of the Interior without 
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further application. Persons claiming to be enti-
tled to enrollment under clauses (b) or (c) of this 
section shall, within one year after May 24, 1950, 
make an application in writing to the Secretary 
of the Interior for enrollment, unless they have 
previously filed such an application under this 
section. For the purposes of clause (d) of this 
section, when the Secretary of the Interior is 
satisfied that reasonable and diligent efforts 
have been made to locate a person whose name 
is on said roll and that such person cannot be lo-
cated, he may presume that such person died 
prior to May 24, 1950, and his presumption shall 
be conclusive. The Secretary of the Interior 
shall prepare not less than five hundred copies 
of an alphabetical list of the Indians of Califor-
nia whose names appear on the roll approved on 
May 16, 1933, giving the name, address, and age 
at time of enrollment of each such enrollee, to-
gether with such other factual information, if 
any, as the Secretary may deem advisable as 
tending to identify each enrollee, and shall dis-
tribute copies of this list to the various commu-
nities of California Indians. The Indians of Cali-
fornia in each community may elect a commit-
tee of three enrollees who may aid the enrolling 
agent in any matters relating to the revision of 
said roll. After the expiration of the period al-
lowed by this section for filing applications, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall have until June 
30, 1955, to approve and promulgate the revised 
roll of the Indians of California provided for in 
this section. Upon such approval and promulga-
tion, the roll shall be closed and thereafter no 
additional names shall be added thereto. 

(May 18, 1928, ch. 624, § 7, 45 Stat. 603; Apr. 29, 
1930, ch. 222, 46 Stat. 259; June 30, 1948, ch. 765, 
§ 1, 62 Stat. 1166; May 24, 1950, ch. 196, § 1, 64 Stat. 
189; June 8, 1954, ch. 271, § 1, 68 Stat. 240.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1954—Act June 8, 1954, inserted sentence providing for 

presumption of death, for purposes of cl. (d), after fail-

ure to locate, and extended to June 30, 1955, time for 

approving and promulgating revised roll. 

1950—Act May 24, 1950, permitted revision of roll to 

include certain classes of Indians not previously eligi-

ble for inclusion. 

1948—Act June 30, 1948, amended section generally to 

permit Secretary of the Interior to revise roll of Indi-

ans. 

1930—Act Apr. 29, 1930, increased time within which 

an Indian could make application to be enrolled, and 

increased time within which Secretary of the Interior 

could alter and revise roll. 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Act June 30, 1948, ch. 765, § 2, 62 Stat. 1166, authorized 

$25,000 for the Secretary of the Interior to be used to 

defray the expense incurred in revising the roll as pro-

vided for in this section. 

§ 658. Distribution of $150 from fund to each en-
rolled Indian 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 656 
of this title, the Secretary of the Interior, under 
such regulations as he may prescribe, is author-
ized and directed to distribute per capita the 
sum of $150 to each Indian of California living on 
May 24, 1950, who is now or may hereafter be en-
rolled under sections 651 and 657 of this title. 
The Secretary of the Interior may, in his discre-

tion, make such distribution from time to time 
to persons on the roll of the Indians of Califor-
nia approved on May 16, 1933, as he identifies 
such enrollees, before the completion of the re-
vised roll provided for in section 657 of this title. 
The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
withdraw from the fund on deposit in the Treas-
ury of the United States arising from the judg-
ment in favor of the Indians of California en-
tered by the Court of Claims on December 4, 
1944, and appropriated for them by section 203 of 
the Act of April 25, 1945 (59 Stat. 77), such sums 
as may be necessary to make the per capita pay-
ments required by this section, including not to 
exceed $15,000 for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses incident to carrying out the provisions 
of sections 657 and 658 of this title. Such pay-
ments shall be made out of the accumulated in-
terest on such judgment fund and so much of the 
principal thereof as is necessary to complete the 
payments. The money paid to enrollees pursuant 
to this section shall not be subject to any lien or 
claim of any nature against any such persons, 
except for debts owing to the United States. 

(May 24, 1950, ch. 196, § 2, 64 Stat. 190.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Court of Claims, referred to in text, and the 

Court of Customs and Patent Appeals were merged ef-

fective Oct. 1, 1982, into a new United States Court of 

Appeals for the Federal Circuit by Pub. L. 97–164, Apr. 

2, 1982, 96 Stat. 25, which also created a United States 

Claims Court [now United States Court of Federal 

Claims] that inherited the trial jurisdiction of the 

Court of Claims. See sections 48, 171 et seq., 791 et seq., 

and 1491 et seq. of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Pro-

cedure. 
Section 203 of the Act of April 25, 1945, referred to in 

text, is section 203 of act Apr. 25, 1945, ch. 95, title II, 

59 Stat. 94, which was not classified to the Code. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act May 18, 1928, 

ch. 624, 45 Stat. 602, which comprises this subchapter. 

§ 659. Distribution of judgment fund 

(a) Preparation of Indian roll 

The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare a 
roll of persons of Indian blood who apply for in-
clusion thereon and (i) whose names or the name 
of a lineal or collateral relative appears on any 
of the approved rolls heretofore prepared pursu-
ant to this subchapter and the amendments 
thereto or (ii) who can establish, to the satisfac-
tion of the Secretary, lineal or collateral rela-
tionship to an Indian who resided in California 
on June 1, 1852, and (iii) who were born on or be-
fore and were living on September 21, 1968. 

(b) Contents 

The roll so prepared shall indicate, as nearly 
as possible, the group or groups of Indians of 
California with which the ancestors of each en-
rollee were affiliated on June 1, 1852. If the af-
filiation of an enrollee’s ancestors on that date 
is unknown, it shall be presumed to be the same 
as that of the ancestors’ relatives whose affili-
ation is known unless there is sound reason to 
believe otherwise. Applicants whose ancestry is 
derived partly from one of the groups named in 
section 660(b) of this title and partly from an-
other group of Indians in California shall elect 
the affiliation to be shown for them on the roll. 
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