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(Pub. L. 106-568, title VI, §608, Dec. 27, 2000, 114
Stat. 2912.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective on date on which the Secretary de-
termines that certain conditions with respect to the
Settlement Agreement and provisions of title VI of
Pub. L. 106-568 have been met, see section 611(b) of Pub.
L. 106-568, set out as a note under section 1778 of this
title.

§1778g. Miscellaneous provisions
(a) Eligibility for benefits

Nothing in this subchapter or the Settlement
Agreement shall affect the eligibility of the
Tribe or its members for any Federal program or
diminish the trust responsibility of the United
States to the Tribe and its members.

(b) Eligibility for other services not affected

No payment pursuant to this subchapter shall
result in the reduction or denial of any Federal
services or programs to the Tribe or to members
of the Tribe, to which they are entitled or eligi-
ble because of their status as a federally recog-
nized Indian tribe or member of the Tribe.

(c) Preservation of existing rights

Except as provided in this subchapter or the
Settlement Agreement, any right to which the
Tribe is entitled under existing law shall not be
affected or diminished.

(d) Amendment of Settlement Agreement

The Settlement Agreement may be amended
from time to time in accordance with its terms
and conditions to the extent that such amend-
ments are not inconsistent with the trust land
acquisition provisions of the Settlement Agree-
ment, as such provisions existed on—

(1) December 27, 2000, in the case of Modifica-
tions One and Three; and

(2) September 14, 2000, in the case of Modi-
fication Four.

(Pub. L. 106-568, title VI, §609, Dec. 27, 2000, 114
Stat. 2912.)

§1778h. Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sub-
chapter.

(Pub. L. 106-568, title VI, §610, Dec. 27, 2000, 114
Stat. 2912.)

SUBCHAPTER XIII—CHEROKEE, CHOCTAW,
AND CHICKASAW NATIONS CLAIMS SET-
TLEMENT

§1779. Findings

The Congress finds the following:

(1) It is the policy of the United States to
promote tribal self-determination and eco-
nomic self-sufficiency and to encourage the
resolution of disputes over historical claims
through mutually agreed-to settlements be-
tween Indian Nations and the United States.

(2) There are pending before the United
States Court of Federal Claims certain law-
suits against the United States brought by the
Cherokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw Nations
seeking monetary damages for the alleged use
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and mismanagement of tribal resources along
the Arkansas River in eastern Oklahoma.

(3) The Cherokee Nation, a federally recog-
nized Indian tribe with its present tribal head-
quarters south of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, hav-
ing adopted its most recent constitution on
June 26, 1976, and having entered into various
treaties with the United States, including but
not limited to the Treaty at Hopewell, exe-
cuted on November 28, 1785 (7 Stat. 18), and the
Treaty at Washington, D.C., executed on July
19, 1866 (14 Stat. 799), has maintained a contin-
uous government-to-government relationship
with the United States since the earliest years
of the Union.

(4) The Choctaw Nation, a federally recog-
nized Indian tribe with its present tribal head-
quarters in Durant, Oklahoma, having adopted
its most recent constitution on July 9, 1983,
and having entered into various treaties with
the United States of America, including but
not limited to the Treaty at Hopewell, exe-
cuted on January 3, 1786 (7 Stat. 21), and the
Treaty at Washington, D.C., executed on April
28, 1866 (7 Stat. 21),! has maintained a continu-
ous government-to-government relationship
with the United States since the earliest years
of the Union.

(5) The Chickasaw Nation, a federally recog-
nized Indian tribe with its present tribal head-
quarters in Ada, Oklahoma, having adopted its
most recent constitution on August 27, 1983,
and having entered into various treaties with
the United States of America, including but
not limited to the Treaty at Hopewell, exe-
cuted on January 10, 1786 (7 Stat. 24), and the
Treaty at Washington, D.C., executed on April
28, 1866 (7 Stat. 21),! has maintained a continu-
ous government-to-government relationship
with the United States since the earliest years
of the Union.

(6) In the first half of the 19th century, the
Cherokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw Nations
were forcibly removed from their homelands
in the southeastern United States to lands
west of the Mississippi in the Indian Territory
that were ceded to them by the United States.
From the ‘“‘Three Forks’” area near present
day Muskogee, Oklahoma, downstream to the
point of confluence with the Canadian River,
the Arkansas River flowed entirely within the
territory of the Cherokee Nation. From that
point of confluence downstream to the Arkan-
sas territorial line, the Arkansas River formed
the boundary between the Cherokee Nation on
the left side of the thread of the river and the
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations on the right.

(7) Pursuant to the Act of April 30, 1906 (34
Stat. 137),2 tribal property not allotted to indi-
viduals or otherwise disposed of, including the
bed and banks of the Arkansas River, passed
to the United States in trust for the use and
benefit of the respective Indian Nations in ac-
cordance with their respective interests there-
in.

(8) For more than 60 years after Oklahoma
statehood, the Bureau of Indian Affairs be-
lieved that Oklahoma owned the Riverbed

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘(14 Stat. 769),”.

2See References in Text note below.
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