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§ 6322. Period of lien 

Unless another date is specifically fixed by 
law, the lien imposed by section 6321 shall arise 
at the time the assessment is made and shall 
continue until the liability for the amount so 
assessed (or a judgment against the taxpayer 
arising out of such liability) is satisfied or be-
comes unenforceable by reason of lapse of time. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 779; Pub. L. 
89–719, title I, § 113(a), Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1146.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1966—Pub. L. 89–719 inserted ‘‘(or a judgment against 
the taxpayer arising out of such liability)’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1966 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 89–719 applicable after Nov. 2, 
1966, regardless of when title or lien of United States 
arose or when lien or interest of another person was ac-
quired, with certain exceptions, see section 114(a)–(c) of 
Pub. L. 89–719, set out as a note under section 6323 of 
this title. 

§ 6323. Validity and priority against certain per-
sons 

(a) Purchasers, holders of security interests, me-
chanic’s lienors, and judgment lien creditors 

The lien imposed by section 6321 shall not be 
valid as against any purchaser, holder of a secu-
rity interest, mechanic’s lienor, or judgment 
lien creditor until notice thereof which meets 
the requirements of subsection (f) has been filed 
by the Secretary. 

(b) Protection for certain interests even though 
notice filed 

Even though notice of a lien imposed by sec-
tion 6321 has been filed, such lien shall not be 
valid— 

(1) Securities 

With respect to a security (as defined in sub-
section (h)(4))— 

(A) as against a purchaser of such security 
who at the time of purchase did not have ac-
tual notice or knowledge of the existence of 
such lien; and 

(B) as against a holder of a security inter-
est in such security who, at the time such 
interest came into existence, did not have 
actual notice or knowledge of the existence 
of such lien. 

(2) Motor vehicles 

With respect to a motor vehicle (as defined 
in subsection (h)(3)), as against a purchaser of 
such motor vehicle, if— 

(A) at the time of the purchase such pur-
chaser did not have actual notice or knowl-
edge of the existence of such lien, and 

(B) before the purchaser obtains such no-
tice or knowledge, he has acquired posses-
sion of such motor vehicle and has not there-
after relinquished possession of such motor 
vehicle to the seller or his agent. 

(3) Personal property purchased at retail 

With respect to tangible personal property 
purchased at retail, as against a purchaser in 
the ordinary course of the seller’s trade or 
business, unless at the time of such purchase 
such purchaser intends such purchase to (or 

knows such purchase will) hinder, evade, or 
defeat the collection of any tax under this 
title. 

(4) Personal property purchased in casual sale 

With respect to household goods, personal 
effects, or other tangible personal property de-
scribed in section 6334(a) purchased (not for re-
sale) in a casual sale for less than $1,000, as 
against the purchaser, but only if such pur-
chaser does not have actual notice or knowl-
edge (A) of the existence of such lien, or (B) 
that this sale is one of a series of sales. 

(5) Personal property subject to possessory 
lien 

With respect to tangible personal property 
subject to a lien under local law securing the 
reasonable price of the repair or improvement 
of such property, as against a holder of such a 
lien, if such holder is, and has been, continu-
ously in possession of such property from the 
time such lien arose. 

(6) Real property tax and special assessment 
liens 

With respect to real property, as against a 
holder of a lien upon such property, if such 
lien is entitled under local law to priority over 
security interests in such property which are 
prior in time, and such lien secures payment 
of— 

(A) a tax of general application levied by 
any taxing authority based upon the value of 
such property; 

(B) a special assessment imposed directly 
upon such property by any taxing authority, 
if such assessment is imposed for the pur-
pose of defraying the cost of any public im-
provement; or 

(C) charges for utilities or public services 
furnished to such property by the United 
States, a State or political subdivision 
thereof, or an instrumentality of any one or 
more of the foregoing. 

(7) Residential property subject to a mechan-
ic’s lien for certain repairs and improve-
ments 

With respect to real property subject to a 
lien for repair or improvement of a personal 
residence (containing not more than four 
dwelling units) occupied by the owner of such 
residence, as against a mechanic’s lienor, but 
only if the contract price on the contract with 
the owner is not more than $5,000. 

(8) Attorneys’ liens 

With respect to a judgment or other amount 
in settlement of a claim or of a cause of ac-
tion, as against an attorney who, under local 
law, holds a lien upon or a contract enforcible 
against such judgment or amount, to the ex-
tent of his reasonable compensation for ob-
taining such judgment or procuring such set-
tlement, except that this paragraph shall not 
apply to any judgment or amount in settle-
ment of a claim or of a cause of action against 
the United States to the extent that the 
United States offsets such judgment or 
amount against any liability of the taxpayer 
to the United States. 
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