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(A) the procurement process for the pur-
chase of rehabilitation technology; 

(B) the utilization of rehabilitation tech-
nology on a national basis; 

(C) specific adaptations or customizations 
of products to enable individuals with dis-
abilities to live more independently; and 

(D) the development or transfer of assis-
tive technology; 

(4) ensure the widespread dissemination, in 
usable formats, of practical scientific and 
technological information— 

(A) generated by research, demonstration 
projects, training, and related activities; and 

(B) regarding state-of-the-art practices, 
improvements in the services authorized 
under this chapter, rehabilitation tech-
nology, and new knowledge regarding dis-
abilities, 

to rehabilitation professionals, individuals 
with disabilities, and other interested parties, 
including the general public; 

(5) identify effective strategies that enhance 
the opportunities of individuals with disabil-
ities, including individuals with intellectual 
and psychiatric disabilities, to engage in em-
ployment, including employment involving 
telecommuting and self-employment; 

(6) identify strategies for effective coordina-
tion of services to job seekers with disabilities 
available through programs of one-stop part-
ners, as defined in section 3102 of this title; 

(7) increase opportunities for researchers 
who are members of traditionally underserved 
populations, including researchers who are 
members of minority groups and researchers 
who are individuals with disabilities; and 

(8) identify effective strategies for support-
ing the employment of individuals with dis-
abilities in competitive integrated employ-
ment. 

(Pub. L. 93–112, title II, § 200, as added Pub. L. 
105–220, title IV, § 405, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1167; 
amended Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(f) [title 
VIII, § 401(16)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–337, 
2681–412; Pub. L. 113–128, title IV, § 431, July 22, 
2014, 128 Stat. 1660.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 760, Pub. L. 93–112, title II, § 200, Sept. 
26, 1973, 87 Stat. 374; Pub. L. 95–602, title I, § 107, Nov. 6, 
1978, 92 Stat. 2962; Pub. L. 99–506, title I, § 103(d)(2)(C), 
Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1810; Pub. L. 102–569, title II, § 201, 
Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4398, contained congressional dec-
laration of purpose, prior to the general amendment of 
this subchapter by Pub. L. 105–220. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pars. (1), (2). Pub. L. 113–128, § 431(1), (2), in-
serted ‘‘technical assistance,’’ after ‘‘training,’’. 

Par. (3). Pub. L. 113–128, § 431(3), in introductory provi-
sions, inserted ‘‘and use’’ after ‘‘transfer’’ and ‘‘, in a 
timely and efficient manner,’’ after ‘‘disabilities’’. 

Par. (4). Pub. L. 113–128, § 431(4), substituted ‘‘dissemi-
nation’’ for ‘‘distribution’’ in introductory provisions. 

Par. (5). Pub. L. 113–128, § 431(5), inserted ‘‘, including 
individuals with intellectual and psychiatric disabil-
ities,’’ after ‘‘disabilities’’ and struck out ‘‘and’’ after 
semicolon at end. 

Par. (6). Pub. L. 113–128, § 431(7), added par. (6). Former 
par. (6) redesignated (7). 

Par. (7). Pub. L. 113–128, § 431(6), redesignated par. (6) 
as (7). 

Par. (8). Pub. L. 113–128, § 431(8), (9), added par. (8). 
1998—Pub. L. 105–277 made technical amendment to 

directory language of Pub. L. 105–220, § 405, which en-
acted this section. 

§ 761. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subchapter $103,970,000 for fiscal 
year 2015, $112,001,000 for fiscal year 2016, 
$114,325,000 for fiscal year 2017, $116,860,000 for 
fiscal year 2018, $119,608,000 for fiscal year 2019, 
and $122,143,000 for fiscal year 2020. 

(Pub. L. 93–112, title II, § 201, as added Pub. L. 
105–220, title IV, § 405, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1168; 
amended Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(f) [title 
VIII, § 401(16)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–337, 
2681–412; Pub. L. 113–128, title IV, § 432, July 22, 
2014, 128 Stat. 1660.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior sections 761 to 761b were omitted in the general 
amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 105–220. 

Section 761, Pub. L. 93–112, title II, § 201, Sept. 26, 1973, 
87 Stat. 374; Pub. L. 93–516, title I, § 103, Dec. 7, 1974, 88 
Stat. 1618; Pub. L. 93–651, title I, § 103, Nov. 21, 1974, 89 
Stat. 2–3; Pub. L. 94–230, §§ 3, 11(b)(5), (6), Mar. 15, 1976, 
90 Stat. 211, 213; Pub. L. 95–602, title I, § 108, Nov. 6, 1978, 
92 Stat. 2962; Pub. L. 98–221, title I, § 121, Feb. 22, 1984, 
98 Stat. 23; Pub. L. 99–506, title III, § 301, Oct. 21, 1986, 
100 Stat. 1820; Pub. L. 100–630, title II, § 203(a), Nov. 7, 
1988, 102 Stat. 3307; Pub. L. 102–52, § 3, June 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 260; Pub. L. 102–569, title II, § 202, Oct. 29, 1992, 106 
Stat. 4398, authorized appropriations. 

Section 761a, Pub. L. 93–112, title II, § 202, as added 
Pub. L. 95–602, title I, § 109(4), Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2963; 
amended Pub. L. 98–221, title I, §§ 104(a)(4), (b)(1), 122, 
Feb. 22, 1984, 98 Stat. 18, 23; Pub. L. 99–506, title I, 
§ 103(d)(2)(C), title III, §§ 302, 303, title X, §§ 1001(c), 
1002(c), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1810, 1820, 1821, 1842, 1844; 
Pub. L. 100–630, title II, § 203(b), Nov. 7, 1988, 102 Stat. 
3307; Pub. L. 102–54, § 13(k)(1)(A), June 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 
276; Pub. L. 102–569, title I, § 102(p)(12), title II, § 203, Oct. 
29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4357, 4399; Pub. L. 103–73, title I, 
§§ 102(4), 109(a), Aug. 11, 1993, 107 Stat. 718, 725; Pub. L. 
103–218, title IV, § 402(a), Mar. 9, 1994, 108 Stat. 96; Pub. 
L. 103–382, title III, § 394(i)(1), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 4028, 
related to National Institute on Disability and Reha-
bilitation Research. See section 762 of this title. 

Section 761b, Pub. L. 93–112, title II, § 203, as added 
Pub. L. 95–602, title I, § 109(4), Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2965; 
amended Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 508(m)(1), Oct. 17, 1979, 
93 Stat. 694; Pub. L. 98–221, title I, § 104(b)(2), Feb. 22, 
1984, 98 Stat. 18; Pub. L. 99–506, title I, § 103(d)(2)(C), 
title III, § 304, Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1810, 1822; Pub. L. 
100–630, title II, § 203(c), Nov. 7, 1988, 102 Stat. 3307; Pub. 
L. 102–54, § 13(k)(1)(B), June 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 276; Pub. 
L. 102–569, title I, § 102(p)(13), title II, § 204, Oct. 29, 1992, 
106 Stat. 4358, 4403, related to Interagency Committee 
on Disability Research. See section 763 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–128 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section authorized appropriations to 
carry out sections 762 and 764 of this title for fiscal 
years 1999 through 2003. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–277 made technical amendment to 
directory language of Pub. L. 105–220, § 405, which en-
acted this section. 

§ 762. National Institute on Disability, Independ-
ent Living, and Rehabilitation Research 

(a) Establishment; Director as principal officer 

(1) There is established within the Administra-
tion for Community Living of the Department of 
Health and Human Services a National Institute 
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on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabili-
tation Research (referred to in this subchapter 
as the ‘‘Institute’’), which shall be headed by a 
Director (hereinafter in this subchapter referred 
to as the ‘‘Director’’), in order to— 

(A) promote, coordinate, and provide for— 
(i) research; 
(ii) demonstration projects, training, and 

technical assistance; 
(iii) outreach and information that clari-

fies research implications for policy and 
practice; and 

(iv) related activities, 

with respect to individuals with disabilities; 
(B) more effectively carry out activities 

through the programs under section 764 of this 
title and activities under this section; 

(C) widely disseminate information from the 
activities described in subparagraphs (A) and 
(B); and 

(D) provide leadership in advancing the qual-
ity of life of individuals with disabilities. 

(2) In the performance of the functions of the 
office, the Director shall be directly responsible 
to the Administrator for the Administration for 
Community Living of the Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

(b) Duties of Director 

The Director, through the Institute, shall be 
responsible for— 

(1) administering the programs described in 
section 764 of this title and activities under 
this section; 

(2) widely disseminating findings, conclu-
sions, and recommendations, resulting from 
research, demonstration projects, training, 
and related activities (referred to in this sub-
chapter as ‘‘covered activities’’) funded by the 
Institute, to— 

(A) other Federal, State, tribal, and local 
public agencies; 

(B) private organizations engaged in re-
search relating to— 

(i) independent living; 
(ii) rehabilitation; or 
(iii) providing rehabilitation or inde-

pendent living services; 

(C) rehabilitation practitioners; and 
(D) individuals with disabilities and the in-

dividuals’ representatives; 

(3) coordinating, through the Interagency 
Committee established by section 763 of this 
title, all Federal programs and policies relat-
ing to research on disability, independent liv-
ing, and rehabilitation; 

(4) widely disseminating educational mate-
rials and research results, concerning ways to 
maximize the full inclusion and integration 
into society, employment, independent living, 
education, health and wellness, family sup-
port, and economic and social self-sufficiency 
of individuals with disabilities, to— 

(A) public and private entities, including— 
(i) elementary schools and secondary 

schools (as defined in section 7801 of title 
20); and 

(ii) institutions of higher education; 

(B) rehabilitation practitioners; 

(C) employers and organizations represent-
ing employers with respect to employment- 
based educational materials or research; 

(D) individuals with disabilities (especially 
such individuals who are members of minor-
ity groups or of populations that are un-
served or underserved by programs under 
this chapter); 

(E) the individuals’ representatives for the 
individuals described in subparagraph (D); 
and 

(F) the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce of the House of Representatives, 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate; 

(5)(A) conducting an education program to 
inform the public about ways of providing for 
the rehabilitation of individuals with disabil-
ities, including information relating to— 

(i) family care; 
(ii) self-care; and 
(iii) assistive technology devices and assis-

tive technology services; and 

(B) as part of the program, disseminating en-
gineering information about assistive tech-
nology devices; 

(6) conducting conferences, seminars, and 
workshops (including in-service training pro-
grams and programs for individuals with dis-
abilities) concerning advances in disability, 
independent living, and rehabilitation re-
search and rehabilitation technology (includ-
ing advances concerning the selection and use 
of assistive technology devices and assistive 
technology services), pertinent to the full in-
clusion and integration into society, employ-
ment, independent living, education, health 
and wellness, family support, and economic 
and social self-sufficiency of individuals with 
disabilities; 

(7) producing, in conjunction with the De-
partment of Labor, the National Center for 
Health Statistics, the Bureau of the Census, 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 
the Social Security Administration, the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, the Indian Health Serv-
ice, and other Federal departments and agen-
cies, as may be appropriate, statistical reports 
and studies on the employment, self-employ-
ment, telecommuting, health and wellness, in-
come, education, and other demographic char-
acteristics of individuals with disabilities, in-
cluding information on individuals with dis-
abilities who live in rural or inner-city set-
tings, with particular attention given to un-
derserved populations, and widely disseminat-
ing such reports and studies to rehabilitation 
professionals, individuals with disabilities, the 
individuals’ representatives, and others to as-
sist in the planning, assessment, and evalua-
tion of independent living, vocational, and re-
habilitation services for individuals with dis-
abilities; 

(8) conducting research on consumer satis-
faction with independent living and vocational 
rehabilitation services for the purpose of iden-
tifying effective independent living and reha-
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2 See References in Text note below. 

bilitation programs and policies that promote 
the independence of individuals with disabil-
ities and achievement of long-term independ-
ent living and employment goals; 

(9) conducting research to examine the rela-
tionship between the provision of specific serv-
ices and successful, sustained employment 
outcomes, including employment outcomes in-
volving self-employment, supported employ-
ment (including customized employment), and 
telecommuting; and 

(10) coordinating activities with the Attor-
ney General regarding the provision of infor-
mation, training, or technical assistance re-
garding the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) to ensure consist-
ency with the plan for technical assistance re-
quired under section 506 2 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
12206). 

(c) Development and dissemination of models 

(1) The Director, acting through the Institute 
or one or more entities funded by the Institute, 
shall provide for the development and dissemi-
nation of models to address consumer-driven in-
formation needs related to assistive technology 
devices and assistive technology services. 

(2) The development and dissemination of 
models may include— 

(A) convening groups of individuals with dis-
abilities, family members and advocates of 
such individuals, commercial producers of 
assistive technology, and entities funded by 
the Institute to develop, assess, and dissemi-
nate knowledge about information needs relat-
ed to assistive technology; 

(B) identifying the types of information re-
garding assistive technology devices and assis-
tive technology services that individuals with 
disabilities find especially useful; 

(C) evaluating current models, and develop-
ing new models, for transmitting the informa-
tion described in subparagraph (B) to consum-
ers and to commercial producers of assistive 
technology; and 

(D) disseminating through one or more enti-
ties funded by the Institute, the models de-
scribed in subparagraph (C) and findings re-
garding the information described in subpara-
graph (B) to consumers and commercial pro-
ducers of assistive technology. 

(d) Appointment of Director; employment of 
technical and professional personnel; con-
sultants 

(1) The Director of the Institute shall be ap-
pointed by the Secretary. The Director shall be 
an individual with substantial knowledge of and 
experience in independent living, rehabilitation, 
and research administration. 

(2) The Director, subject to the approval of the 
President, may appoint, for terms not to exceed 
three years, without regard to the provisions of 
title 5 governing appointment in the competi-
tive service, and may compensate, without re-
gard to the provisions of chapter 51 and sub-
chapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating to 
classification and General Schedule pay rates, 
such technical and professional employees of the 
Institute as the Director determines to be nec-

essary to accomplish the functions of the Insti-
tute and also appoint and compensate without 
regard to such provisions, in a number not to ex-
ceed one-fifth of the number of full-time, regu-
lar technical and professional employees of the 
Institute. 

(3) The Director may obtain the services of 
consultants, without regard to the provisions of 
title 5 governing appointments in the competi-
tive service. 

(e) Fellowships 

The Director, pursuant to regulations which 
the Secretary shall prescribe, may establish and 
maintain fellowships with such stipends and al-
lowances, including travel and subsistence ex-
penses provided for under title 5, as the Director 
considers necessary to procure the assistance of 
highly qualified research fellows, including indi-
viduals with disabilities, from the United States 
and foreign countries. 

(f) Scientific peer review of research, training, 
and demonstration projects 

(1) The Director shall provide for scientific 
peer review of all applications for financial as-
sistance for research, training, and demonstra-
tion projects over which the Director has au-
thority. The scientific peer review shall be con-
ducted by individuals who are not Department 
of Health and Human Services employees. The 
Secretary shall consider for peer review individ-
uals who are scientists or other experts in dis-
ability, independent living, and rehabilitation, 
including individuals with disabilities and the 
individuals’ representatives, and who have suffi-
cient expertise to review the projects. 

(2) In providing for such scientific peer review, 
the Secretary shall provide for training, as nec-
essary and appropriate, to facilitate the effec-
tive participation of those individuals selected 
to participate in such review. 

(g) Use of funds 

Not less than 90 percent of the funds appro-
priated under this subchapter for any fiscal year 
shall be expended by the Director to carry out 
activities under this subchapter through grants, 
contracts, or cooperative agreements. Up to 10 
percent of the funds appropriated under this 
subchapter for any fiscal year may be expended 
directly for the purpose of carrying out the 
functions of the Director under this section. 

(h) 5-year plan 

(1) The Director shall— 
(A) by October 1, 1998, and every fifth Octo-

ber 1 thereafter, prepare and publish in the 
Federal Register for public comment a draft of 
a 5-year plan that outlines priorities for dis-
ability, independent living, and rehabilitation 
research, demonstration projects, training, 
dissemination, and related activities and ex-
plains the basis for such priorities; 

(B) by June 1, 1999, and every fifth June 1 
thereafter, after considering public comments, 
submit the plan in final form to the appro-
priate committees of Congress; 

(C) at appropriate intervals, prepare and 
submit revisions in the plan to the appropriate 
committees of Congress; and 

(D) annually prepare and submit progress re-
ports on the plan to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress. 
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(2) Such plan shall— 

(A) identify any covered activity that should 
be conducted under this section and section 
764 of this title respecting the full inclusion 
and integration into society of individuals 
with disabilities, especially in the areas of em-
ployment and independent living; 

(B) determine the funding priorities for cov-
ered activities to be conducted under this sec-
tion and section 764 of this title; 

(C) specify appropriate goals and timetables 
for covered activities to be conducted under 
this section and section 764 of this title; 

(D) be coordinated with the strategic plan 
required under section 763(c) of this title— 

(i) after consultation with the Disability, 
Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Re-
search Advisory Council established under 
section 765 of this title; 

(ii) in coordination with the Adminis-
trator; 

(iii) after consultation with the National 
Council on Disability established under sub-
chapter IV of this chapter, the Secretary of 
Education, officials responsible for the ad-
ministration of the Developmental Disabil-
ities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 
2000 [42 U.S.C. 15001 et seq.], and the Inter-
agency Committee on Disability Research 
established under section 763 of this title; 
and 

(iv) after full consideration of the input of 
individuals with disabilities and the individ-
uals’ representatives, organizations rep-
resenting individuals with disabilities, pro-
viders of services furnished under this chap-
ter, researchers in the independent living 
and rehabilitation fields, and any other per-
sons or entities the Director considers to be 
appropriate; 

(E) be developed by the Director; 

(F) specify plans for widespread dissemina-
tion of the results of covered activities, and 
information that clarifies implications of the 
results for practice, in accessible formats, to 
rehabilitation practitioners, individuals with 
disabilities, and the individuals’ representa-
tives; and 

(G) specify plans for widespread dissemina-
tion of the results of covered activities and in-
formation that clarifies implications of the re-
sults for practice that concern individuals 
with disabilities who are members of minority 
groups or of populations that are unserved or 
underserved by programs carried out under 
this chapter. 

(i) Cooperation and consultation with other 
agencies and departments on design of re-
search programs 

In order to promote cooperation among Fed-
eral departments and agencies conducting re-
search programs, the Director shall consult with 
the administrators of such programs, and with 
the Interagency Committee established by sec-
tion 763 of this title, regarding the design of re-
search projects conducted by such entities and 
the results and applications of such research. 

(j) Comprehensive and coordinated research pro-
gram; interagency cooperation; research and 
training center 

(1) The Director shall take appropriate actions 
to provide for a comprehensive and coordinated 
research program under this subchapter. In pro-
viding such a program, the Director may under-
take joint activities with other Federal entities 
engaged in research and with appropriate pri-
vate entities. Any Federal entity proposing to 
establish any research project related to the 
purposes of this chapter shall consult, through 
the Interagency Committee established by sec-
tion 763 of this title, with the Director as Chair-
person of such Committee and provide the Direc-
tor with sufficient prior opportunity to com-
ment on such project. 

(2) Any person responsible for administering 
any program of the National Institutes of 
Health, the Department of Veterans Affairs, the 
National Science Foundation, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, the Of-
fice of Special Education and Rehabilitative 
Services, or of any other Federal entity, shall, 
through the Interagency Committee established 
by section 763 of this title, consult and cooper-
ate with the Director in carrying out such pro-
gram if the program is related to the purposes of 
this subchapter. 

(k) Grants for training 

The Director shall make grants to institutions 
of higher education for the training of independ-
ent living and rehabilitation researchers, includ-
ing individuals with disabilities and tradition-
ally underserved populations of individuals with 
disabilities, as described in section 718 of this 
title, with particular attention to research areas 
that— 

(1) support the implementation and objec-
tives of this chapter; and 

(2) improve the effectiveness of services au-
thorized under this chapter. 

(l) Annual report 

(1) Not later than December 31 of each year, 
the Director shall prepare, and submit to the 
Secretary, the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce of the 
House of Representatives, a report on the activi-
ties funded under this subchapter. 

(2) The report under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude— 

(A) a compilation and summary of the infor-
mation provided by recipients of funding for 
such activities under this subchapter; 

(B) a summary describing the funding re-
ceived under this subchapter and the progress 
of the recipients of the funding in achieving 
the measurable goals described in section 
764(d)(2) of this title; and 

(C) a summary of implications of research 
outcomes on practice. 

(m) Action taken for failure to comply 

(1) If the Director determines that an entity 
that receives funding under this subchapter fails 
to comply with the applicable requirements of 
this chapter, or to make progress toward achiev-
ing the measurable goals described in section 
764(d)(2) of this title, with respect to the covered 
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activities involved, the Director shall utilize 
available monitoring and enforcement measures. 

(2) As part of the annual report required under 
subsection (l), the Secretary shall describe each 
action taken by the Secretary under paragraph 
(1) and the outcomes of such action. 

(Pub. L. 93–112, title II, § 202, as added Pub. L. 
105–220, title IV, § 405, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1168; 
amended Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(f) [title 
VIII, § 401(16)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–337, 
2681–412; Pub. L. 106–402, title IV, § 401(b)(3)(B), 
Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1737; Pub. L. 107–110, title 
X, § 1076(u)(1), Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 2092; Pub. L. 
108–173, title IX, § 900(e)(6)(A), Dec. 8, 2003, 117 
Stat. 2373; Pub. L. 113–128, title IV, § 433, July 22, 
2014, 128 Stat. 1661.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, referred 
to in subsec. (b)(10), is Pub. L. 101–336, July 26, 1990, 104 
Stat. 327, which is classified principally to chapter 126 
(§ 12101 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare. Section 506 of the Act was renumbered section 507 
by Pub. L. 110–325, § 6(a)(2), Sept. 25, 2008, 122 Stat. 3558. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 12101 of Title 42 
and Tables. 

The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of 
Rights Act of 2000, referred to in subsec. (h)(2)(D)(iii), is 
Pub. L. 106–402, Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1677, which is 
classified principally to chapter 144 (§ 15001 et seq.) of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 15001 of Title 42 and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
section 761a of this title prior to the general amend-
ment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 105–220. 

A prior section 762, Pub. L. 93–112, title II, § 204, for-
merly § 202, Sept. 26, 1973, 87 Stat. 375, amended Pub. L. 
93–516, title I, § 111(h), Dec. 7, 1974, 88 Stat. 1621; Pub. L. 
93–651, title I, § 111(h), Nov. 21, 1974, 89 Stat. 2–6; renum-
bered and amended Pub. L. 95–602, title I, §§ 109(3), 110, 
111, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2963, 2966; Pub. L. 98–221, title 
I, §§ 104(a)(5), 123, Feb. 22, 1984, 98 Stat. 18, 24; Pub. L. 
99–506, title I, § 103(d)(2)(C), (h)(2), title III, §§ 302(b), 305, 
Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1810, 1811, 1821, 1822; Pub. L. 
100–630, title II, § 203(d), Nov. 7, 1988, 102 Stat. 3308; Pub. 
L. 102–569, title I, § 102(p)(14), title II, § 205, Oct. 29, 1992, 
106 Stat. 4358, 4403; Pub. L. 103–73, title I, § 109(b), Aug. 
11, 1993, 107 Stat. 726, related to research, prior to the 
general amendment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 
105–220. See section 764 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(1), inserted ‘‘, Independent 
Living,’’ after ‘‘Disability’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(2)(A)(i), in intro-
ductory provisions, substituted ‘‘Administration for 
Community Living of the Department of Health and 
Human Services a National Institute on Disability, 
Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (re-
ferred to in this subchapter as the ‘Institute’), which’’ 
for ‘‘Department of Education a National Institute on 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research (hereinafter in 
this subchapter referred to as the ‘Institute’), which’’. 

Subsec. (a)(1)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(2)(A)(ii)(I), 
substituted ‘‘, training, and technical assistance;’’ for 
‘‘and training; and’’. 

Subsec. (a)(1)(A)(iii), (iv). Pub. L. 113–128, 
§ 433(2)(A)(ii)(II), (III), added cl. (iii) and redesignated 
former cl. (iii) as (iv). 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘directly responsible to the Administrator for the Ad-
ministration for Community Living of the Department 
of Health and Human Services.’’ for ‘‘directly respon-

sible to the Secretary or to the same Under Secretary 
or Assistant Secretary of the Department of Education 
to whom the Commissioner is responsible under section 
702(a) of this title.’’ 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(3)(A), added 
subpar. (B) and struck out former subpar. (B) which 
read as follows: ‘‘private organizations engaged in re-
search relating to rehabilitation or providing rehabili-
tation services;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(3)(B), substituted 
‘‘on disability, independent living, and rehabilitation’’ 
for ‘‘in rehabilitation’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(3)(C), inserted 
‘‘education, health and wellness,’’ after ‘‘independent 
living,’’ in introductory provisions, added subpars. (A) 
to (F), and struck out former subpars. (A) to (D) which 
were substantially similar to subpars. (A), (B), (D), and 
(E), respectively. 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(3)(D), substituted 
‘‘advances in disability, independent living, and reha-
bilitation’’ for ‘‘advances in rehabilitation’’ and in-
serted ‘‘education, health and wellness,’’ after ‘‘em-
ployment, independent living,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(3)(G), substituted 
‘‘health and wellness, income, education,’’ for ‘‘health, 
income,’’ and ‘‘and evaluation of independent living, 
vocational, and’’ for ‘‘and evaluation of vocational and 
other’’. 

Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(3)(E), (F), redesignated par. (8) as 
(7) and struck out former par. (7) which read as follows: 
‘‘taking whatever action is necessary to keep the Con-
gress fully and currently informed with respect to the 
implementation and conduct of programs and activities 
carried out under this subchapter, including dissemina-
tion activities;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(3)(F), (H), redesig-
nated par. (9) as (8) and substituted ‘‘with independent 
living and vocational rehabilitation services for the 
purpose of identifying effective independent living and 
rehabilitation programs and policies that promote the 
independence of individuals with disabilities and 
achievement of long-term independent living and em-
ployment goals’’ for ‘‘with vocational rehabilitation 
services for the purpose of identifying effective reha-
bilitation programs and policies that promote the inde-
pendence of individuals with disabilities and achieve-
ment of long-term vocational goals’’. Former par. (8) 
redesignated (7). 

Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(3)(F), (I), redesig-
nated par. (10) as (9) and substituted ‘‘, supported em-
ployment (including customized employment), and 
telecommuting; and’’ for ‘‘and telecommuting; and’’. 
Former par. (9) redesignated (8). 

Subsec. (b)(10), (11). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(3)(F), redes-
ignated pars. (10) and (11) as (9) and (10), respectively. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(4), substituted 
‘‘The Director shall be an individual with substantial 
knowledge of and experience in independent living, re-
habilitation, and research administration.’’ for ‘‘The 
Director shall be an individual with substantial experi-
ence in rehabilitation and in research administration.’’ 

Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(5), substituted 
‘‘The scientific peer review shall be conducted by indi-
viduals who are not Department of Health and Human 
Services employees. The Secretary shall consider for 
peer review individuals who are scientists or other ex-
perts in disability, independent living, and rehabilita-
tion, including individuals with disabilities and the in-
dividuals’ representatives, and who have sufficient ex-
pertise to review the projects.’’ for ‘‘The scientific peer 
review shall be conducted by individuals who are not 
Federal employees, who are scientists or other experts 
in the rehabilitation field (including the independent 
living field), including knowledgeable individuals with 
disabilities, and the individuals’ representatives, and 
who are competent to review applications for the finan-
cial assistance.’’ 

Subsec. (h)(1)(A). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(6)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘priorities for disability, independent living, 
and rehabilitation research,’’ for ‘‘priorities for reha-
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bilitation research,’’ and inserted ‘‘dissemination,’’ 
after ‘‘training,’’. 

Subsec. (h)(2)(A). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(6)(B)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘especially in the areas of employment and 
independent living’’ for ‘‘especially in the area of em-
ployment’’. 

Subsec. (h)(2)(D). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(6)(B)(ii)(I), sub-
stituted ‘‘coordinated with the strategic plan required 
under section 763(c) of this title’’ for ‘‘developed by the 
Director’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (h)(2)(D)(i). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(6)(B)(ii)(II), 
substituted ‘‘Disability, Independent Living, and Reha-
bilitation’’ for ‘‘Rehabilitation’’. 

Subsec. (h)(2)(D)(ii). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(6)(B)(ii)(III), 
substituted ‘‘Administrator’’ for ‘‘Commissioner’’. 

Subsec. (h)(2)(D)(iv). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(6)(B)(ii)(IV), 
substituted ‘‘researchers in the independent living and 
rehabilitation fields’’ for ‘‘researchers in the rehabili-
tation field’’. 

Subsec. (h)(2)(E). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(6)(B)(iv), added 
subpar. (E). Former subpar. (E) redesignated (F). 

Subsec. (h)(2)(F). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(6)(B)(iii), (v), 
redesignated subpar. (E) as (F) and inserted ‘‘and infor-
mation that clarifies implications of the results for 
practice,’’ after ‘‘covered activities,’’. Former subpar. 
(F) redesignated (G). 

Subsec. (h)(2)(G). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(6)(B)(iii), (vi), 
redesignated subpar. (F) as (G) and inserted ‘‘and infor-
mation that clarifies implications of the results for 
practice’’ after ‘‘covered activities’’. 

Subsec. (j)(3). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(7), struck out par. 
(3) which read as follows: ‘‘The Director shall support, 
directly or by grant or contract, a center associated 
with an institution of higher education, for research 
and training concerning the delivery of vocational re-
habilitation services to rural areas.’’ 

Subsecs. (k) to (m). Pub. L. 113–128, § 433(8), added sub-
secs. (k) to (m) and struck out former subsec. (k). Prior 
to amendment, text of subsec. (k) read as follows: ‘‘The 
Director shall make grants to institutions of higher 
education for the training of rehabilitation research-
ers, including individuals with disabilities, with par-
ticular attention to research areas that support the im-
plementation and objectives of this chapter and that 
improve the effectiveness of services authorized under 
this chapter.’’ 

2003—Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 108–173 substituted ‘‘Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid Services’’ for ‘‘Health 
Care Financing Administration’’. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(4)(A)(i). Pub. L. 107–110 substituted 
‘‘7801’’ for ‘‘8801’’. 

2000—Subsec. (h)(2)(D)(iii). Pub. L. 106–402 substituted 
‘‘Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of 
Rights Act of 2000’’ for ‘‘Developmental Disabilities As-
sistance and Bill of Rights Act (42 U.S.C. 6000 et seq.)’’. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–277 made technical amendment to 
directory language of Pub. L. 105–220, § 405, which en-
acted this section. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–110 effective Jan. 8, 2002, 
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 
L. 107–110, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-
tion 6301 of Title 20, Education. 

REFERENCES TO NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HANDICAPPED 
RESEARCH AMENDED OR DEEMED TO BE REFERENCES 
TO NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DISABILITY AND REHA-
BILITATION RESEARCH 

Pub. L. 99–506, title III, § 302(b), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1821, provided that: ‘‘The Act [this chapter] is amended 
by striking out ‘National Institute of Handicapped Re-
search’ each place it appears in the Act (including the 
table of contents) and inserting in lieu thereof ‘Na-
tional Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Re-
search’. Any reference in any other provision of law to 
the ‘National Institute of Handicapped Research’ shall 
be considered to be a reference to the ‘National Insti-
tute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research’.’’ 

[Functions which the Director of the National Insti-
tute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research exer-
cised before July 22, 2014 (including all related func-
tions of any officer or employee of the National Insti-
tute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research), trans-
ferred to the National Institute on Disability, Inde-
pendent Living, and Rehabilitation Research, see sub-
section (n) of section 3515e of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare.] 

§ 762a. Research and demonstration projects 

(a) Multiple and interrelated service needs of in-
dividuals with handicaps; report to Congress 

The Secretary of Education is authorized to 
make grants to, and to enter into contract with, 
public and nonprofit agencies and organizations 
for the purpose of research and demonstration 
projects specifically designed to address the 
multiple and interrelated service needs of indi-
viduals with handicaps, the elderly, and chil-
dren, youths, adults, and families. A report eval-
uating each project funded under this section 
shall be submitted to appropriate committees of 
the Congress within four months after the date 
each such project is completed. 

(b) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary. 

No funds other than those appropriated pursu-
ant to this subsection can be used for the con-
duct of research specifically authorized by this 
section. 

(c) Study on impact of vocational rehabilitation 
services; transmittal to Congress 

Within one year after the date appropriations 
are made under subsection (b) of this section for 
purposes of research and demonstration projects 
under subsection (a) of this section, the Sec-
retary shall prepare and transmit to the Con-
gress a study concerning the impact of voca-
tional rehabilitation services provided under the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 [29 U.S.C. 701 et seq.] 
on recipients of disability payments under titles 
II and XVI of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 
401 et seq., 1381 et seq.]. The study shall examine 
the relationship between the vocational reha-
bilitation services provided under the Rehabili-
tation Act of 1973 and the programs under sec-
tions 222 and 1615 of the Social Security Act [42 
U.S.C. 422, 1382d], and shall include— 

(1) an analysis of the savings in disability 
benefit payments under titles II and XVI of 
the Social Security Act as a result of the pro-
vision of vocational rehabilitation services 
under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; 

(2) a specification of the rate of return to the 
active labor force by recipients of services 
under sections 222 and 1615 of the Social Secu-
rity Act; 

(3) a specification of the total amount of ex-
penditures, in the five fiscal years preceding 
the date of submission of the report, for voca-
tional rehabilitation services under the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973 and under sections 222 
and 1615 of the Social Security Act, and rec-
ommendations for the coordinated presen-
tation of such expenditures in the Budget sub-
mitted by the President pursuant to section 
1105 of title 31; and 
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