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§ 1425. Relinquishment, surrender, and transfer 
of licenses and permits 

(a) Relinquishment and surrender 

Any licensee or permittee may at any time, 
without penalty— 

(1) surrender to the Administrator a license 
or a permit issued to the licensee or permit-
tee; or 

(2) relinquish to the Administrator, in whole 
or in part, any right to conduct any explo-
ration or commercial recovery activities au-
thorized by the license or permit. 

Any licensee or permittee who surrenders a li-
cense or permit, or relinquishes any such right, 
shall remain liable with respect to all violations 
and penalties incurred, and damage to persons 
or property caused, by the licensee or permittee 
as a result of activities engaged in by the li-
censee or permittee under such license or per-
mit. 

(b) Transfer 

Any license or permit, upon written request of 
the licensee or permittee, may be transferred by 
the Administrator; except that no such transfer 
may occur unless the proposed transferee is a 
United States citizen and until the Adminis-
trator determines that (1) the proposed transfer 
is in the public interest, and (2) the proposed 
transferee and the exploration or commercial re-
covery activities the transferee proposes to con-
duct meet the requirements of this chapter and 
regulations issued under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title I, § 115, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 572.) 

§ 1426. Public notice and hearings 

(a) Required procedures 

The Administrator may issue regulations to 
carry out this chapter, establish and signifi-
cantly modify terms, conditions, and restric-
tions in licenses and permits issued under this 
subchapter, and issue or transfer licenses and 
permits under this subchapter, only after public 
notice and opportunity for comment and hear-
ings in accordance with the following: 

(1) The Administrator shall publish in the 
Federal Register notice of all applications for 
licenses and permits, all proposals to issue or 
transfer licenses and permits, all regulations 
implementing this chapter, all terms, condi-
tions, and restrictions on licenses and permits, 
and all proposals to significantly modify li-
censes and permits. Interested persons shall be 
permitted to examine the materials relevant 
to any of these actions, and shall have at least 
60 days after publication of such notice to sub-
mit written comments to the Administrator. 

(2) The Administrator shall hold a public 
hearing in an appropriate location and may 
employ such additional methods as the Ad-
ministrator deems appropriate to inform in-
terested persons about each action specified in 
paragraph (1) and to invite their comments 
thereon. 

(b) Adjudicatory hearing 

If the Administrator determines that there ex-
ists one or more specific and material factual is-

sues which require resolution by formal proc-
esses, at least one adjudicatory hearing shall be 
held in the District of Columbia in accordance 
with the provisions of section 554 of title 5. The 
record developed in any such adjudicatory hear-
ing shall be part of the basis for the Administra-
tor’s decision to take any action referred to in 
subsection (a). Hearings held pursuant to this 
section shall be consolidated insofar as prac-
ticable with hearings held by other agencies. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title I, § 116, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 573.) 

§ 1427. Civil actions 

(a) Equitable relief 

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this 
section, any person may commence a civil ac-
tion for equitable relief on that person’s behalf 
in the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia— 

(1) against any person who is alleged to be in 
violation of any provision of this chapter or 
any condition of a license or permit issued 
under this subchapter; or 

(2) against the Administrator when there is 
alleged a failure of the Administrator to per-
form any act or duty under this chapter which 
is not discretionary, 

if the person bringing the action has a valid 
legal interest which is or may be adversely af-
fected by such alleged violation or failure to 
perform. In suits brought under this subsection, 
the district court shall have jurisdiction, with-
out regard to the amount in controversy or the 
citizenship of the parties, to enforce the provi-
sions of this chapter, or any term, condition, or 
restriction of a license or permit issued under 
this subchapter, or to order the Administrator 
to perform such act or duty. 

(b) Notice 

No civil action may be commenced— 
(1) under subsection (a)(1) of this section— 

(A) prior to 60 days after the plaintiff has 
given notice of the alleged violation to the 
Administrator and to any alleged violator; 
or 

(B) if the Administrator or the Attorney 
General has commenced and is diligently 
prosecuting a civil or criminal action with 
respect to the alleged violation in a court of 
the United States; except that in any such 
civil action, any person having a valid legal 
interest which is or may be adversely af-
fected by the alleged violation may inter-
vene; or 

(2) under subsection (a)(2) of this section, 
prior to 60 days after the plaintiff has given 
notice of such action to the Administrator. 

Notice under this subsection shall be given in 
such a manner as the Administrator shall pre-
scribe by regulation. 

(c) Costs and fees 

The court, in issuing any final order in any ac-
tion brought under subsection (a) of this section, 
may award costs of litigation, including reason-
able attorney and expert witness fees, to any 
party whenever the court determines that such 
an award is appropriate. 
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(d) Relationship to other law 

Nothing in this section shall restrict the 
rights which any person or class of persons may 
have under other law to seek enforcement or to 
seek any other relief. All vessel safety and envi-
ronmental requirements of or under this chapter 
shall be in addition to other requirements of 
law. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title I, § 117, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 573.) 

§ 1428. Reciprocating states 

(a) Designation 

The Administrator, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State and the heads of other appro-
priate departments and agencies, may designate 
any foreign nation as a reciprocating state if the 
Secretary of State finds that such foreign na-
tion— 

(1) regulates the conduct of its citizens and 
other persons subject to its jurisdiction en-
gaged in exploration for, and commercial re-
covery of, hard mineral resources of the deep 
seabed in a manner compatible with that pro-
vided in this chapter and the regulations is-
sued under this chapter, which includes ade-
quate measures for the protection of the envi-
ronment, the conservation of natural re-
sources, and the safety of life and property at 
sea, and includes effective enforcement provi-
sions; 

(2) recognizes licenses and permits issued 
under this subchapter to the extent that such 
nation, under its laws, (A) prohibits any per-
son from engaging in exploration or commer-
cial recovery which conflicts with that au-
thorized under any such license or permit and 
(B) complies with the date for issuance of li-
censes and the effective date for permits pro-
vided in section 1412(c)(1)(D) of this title; 

(3) recognizes, under its procedures, prior-
ities of right, consistent with those provided 
in this chapter and the regulations issued 
under this chapter, for applications for li-
censes for exploration or permits for commer-
cial recovery, which applications are made ei-
ther under its procedures or under this chap-
ter; and 

(4) provides an interim legal framework for 
exploration and commercial recovery which 
does not unreasonably interfere with the in-
terests of other states in their exercise of the 
freedoms of the high seas, as recognized under 
general principles of international law. 

(b) Effect of designation 

No license or permit shall be issued under this 
subchapter permitting any exploration or com-
mercial recovery which will conflict with any li-
cense, permit, or equivalent authorization is-
sued by any foreign nation which is designated 
as a reciprocating state under subsection (a). 

(c) Notification 

Upon receipt of any application for a license 
or permit under this subchapter, the Adminis-
trator shall immediately notify all reciprocat-
ing states of such application. The notification 
shall include those portions of the exploration 
plan or recovery plan submitted with respect to 

the application, or a summary thereof, and any 
other appropriate information not required to be 
withheld from public disclosure by section 
1423(c) of this title. 

(d) Revocation of reciprocating state status 

The Administrator, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State and the heads of other appro-
priate departments and agencies, shall revoke 
the designation of a foreign nation as a recip-
rocating state if the Secretary of State finds 
that such foreign nation no longer complies 
with the requirements of subsection (a). At the 
request of any holder of a license, permit, or 
equivalent authorization of such foreign nation, 
who obtained the license, permit, or equivalent 
authorization while such foreign nation was a 
reciprocating state, the Administrator, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, may de-
cide to recognize the license, permit, or equiva-
lent authorization for purposes of subsection (b). 

(e) Authorization 

The President is authorized to negotiate 
agreements with foreign nations necessary to 
implement this section. 

(f) International consultations 

The Administrator, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State and the heads of other appro-
priate departments and agencies, shall consult 
with foreign nations which enact, or are prepar-
ing to enact, domestic legislation establishing 
an interim legal framework for exploration and 
commercial recovery of hard mineral resources. 
Such consultations shall be carried out with a 
view to facilitating the designation of such na-
tions as reciprocating states and, as necessary, 
the negotiation of agreements with foreign na-
tions authorized by subsection (e). In addition, 
the Administrator shall provide such foreign na-
tions with information on environmental im-
pacts of exploration and commercial recovery 
activities, and shall provide any technical as-
sistance requested in designing regulatory meas-
ures to protect the environment. 

(Pub. L. 96–283, title I, § 118, June 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 574.) 

SUBCHAPTER II—TRANSITION TO 
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT 

§ 1441. Declaration of Congressional intent 

It is the intent of Congress— 
(1) that any international agreement to 

which the United States becomes a party 
should, in addition to promoting other na-
tional oceans objectives— 

(A) provide assured and nondiscriminatory 
access, under reasonable terms and condi-
tions, to the hard mineral resources of the 
deep seabed for United States citizens, and 

(B) provide security of tenure by recogniz-
ing the rights of United States citizens who 
have undertaken exploration or commercial 
recovery under subchapter I before such 
agreement enters into force with respect to 
the United States to continue their oper-
ations under terms, conditions, and restric-
tions which do not impose significant new 
economic burdens upon such citizens with 
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