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lease. The said Secretary, during the life of the
lease, is authorized to issue such permits for
easements herein provided to be reserved.

(Feb. 25, 1920, ch. 85, §29, 41 Stat. 449.)

§187. Assignment or subletting of leases; relin-
quishment of rights under leases; conditions
in leases for protection of diverse interests
in operation of mines, wells, etc.; State laws
not impaired

No lease issued under the authority of this
chapter shall be assigned or sublet, except with
the consent of the Secretary of the Interior. The
lessee may, in the discretion of the Secretary of
the Interior, be permitted at any time to make
written relinquishment of all rights under such
a lease, and upon acceptance thereof be thereby
relieved of all future obligations under said
lease, and may with like consent surrender any
legal subdivision of the area included within the
lease. Each lease shall contain provisions for the
purpose of insuring the exercise of reasonable
diligence, skill, and care in the operation of said
property; a provision that such rules for the
safety and welfare of the miners and for the pre-
vention of undue waste as may be prescribed by
said Secretary shall be observed, including a re-
striction of the workday to not exceeding eight
hours in any one day for underground workers
except in cases of emergency; provisions prohib-
iting the employment of any child under the age
of sixteen in any mine below the surface; provi-
sions securing the workmen complete freedom of
purchase; provision requiring the payment of
wages at least twice a month in lawful money of
the United States, and providing proper rules
and regulations to insure the fair and just
weighing or measurement of the coal mined by
each miner, and such other provisions as he may
deem necessary to insure the sale of the produc-
tion of such leased lands to the United States
and to the public at reasonable prices, for the
protection of the interests of the United States,
for the prevention of monopoly, and for the safe-
guarding of the public welfare. None of such pro-
visions shall be in conflict with the laws of the
State in which the leased property is situated.

(Feb. 25, 1920, ch. 85, §30, 41 Stat. 449; Pub. L.
95-554, §5, Oct. 30, 1978, 92 Stat. 2074.)

AMENDMENTS

1978—Pub. L. 95-554 substituted ‘‘provisions prohibit-
ing the employment of any child under the age of six-
teen in any mine below the surface’ for ‘‘provisions
prohibiting the employment of any boy under the age
of sixteen or the employment of any girl or woman,
without regard to age, in any mine below the surface’.

§187a. Oil or gas leases; partial assignments

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in
section 187 of this title, any oil or gas lease is-
sued under the authority of this chapter may be
assigned or subleased, as to all or part of the
acreage included therein, subject to final ap-
proval by the Secretary and as to either a di-
vided or undivided interest therein, to any per-
son or persons qualified to own a lease under
this chapter, and any assignment or sublease
shall take effect as of the first day of the lease
month following the date of filing in the proper
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land office of three original executed counter-
parts thereof, together with any required bond
and proof of the qualification under this chapter
of the assignee or sublessee to take or hold such
lease or interest therein. Until such approval,
however, the assignor or sublessor and his sur-
ety shall continue to be responsible for the per-
formance of any and all obligations as if no as-
signment or sublease had been executed. The
Secretary shall disapprove the assignment or
sublease only for lack of qualification of the as-
signee or sublessee or for lack of sufficient bond:
Provided, however, That the Secretary may, in
his discretion, disapprove an assignment of any
of the following, unless the assignment con-
stitutes the entire lease or is demonstrated to
further the development of oil and gas:

(1) A separate zone or deposit under any

lease.
(2) A part of a legal subdivision.
(3) Less than 640 acres outside Alaska or of
less than 2,560 acres within Alaska.

Requests for approval of assignment or sublease
shall be processed promptly by the Secretary.
Except where the assignment or sublease is not
in accordance with applicable law, the approval
shall be given within 60 days of the date of re-
ceipt by the Secretary of a request for such ap-
proval. Upon approval of any assignment or sub-
lease, the assignee or sublessee shall be bound
by the terms of the lease to the same extent as
if such assignee or sublessee were the original
lessee, any conditions in the assignment or sub-
lease to the contrary notwithstanding. Any par-
tial assignment of any lease shall segregate the
assigned and retained portions thereof, and as
above provided, release and discharge the as-
signor from all obligations thereafter accruing
with respect to the assigned lands; and such seg-
regated leases shall continue in full force and ef-
fect for the primary term of the original lease,
but for not less than two years after the date of
discovery of oil or gas in paying quantities upon
any other segregated portion of the lands origi-
nally subject to such lease. Assignments under
this section may also be made of parts of leases
which are in their extended term because of any
provision of this chapter. Upon the segregation
by an assignment of a lease issued after Septem-
ber 2, 1960 and held beyond its primary term by
production, actual or suspended, or the payment
of compensatory royalty, the segregated lease of
an undeveloped, assigned, or retained part shall
continue for two years, and so long thereafter as
oil or gas is produced in paying quantities.

(Feb. 25, 1920, ch. 85, §30A, formerly §30a, as
added Aug. 8, 1946, ch. 916, §7, 60 Stat. 955;
amended July 29, 1954, ch. 644, §1(6), 68 Stat. 585;
Pub. L. 86-705, §6, Sept. 2, 1960, 74 Stat. 790; re-
numbered §30A and amended Pub. L. 100-203,
title V, §5103, Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1330-258.)

AMENDMENTS

1987—Pub. L. 100-203 substituted third to fifth sen-
tences for former third sentence which read as follows:
“The Secretary shall disapprove the assignment or sub-
lease only for lack of qualification of the assignee or
sublessee or for lack of sufficient bond: Provided, how-
ever, That the Secretary may, in his discretion, dis-
approve an assignment of a separate zone or deposit
under any lease, or of a part of a legal subdivision.”’
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