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sultation with other relevant Administration 
offices, shall transmit a report to Congress on 
how technology developed under section 3205 
of this title is being transferred into the pro-
gram under this section. 

(f) Federal cooperation 

When deploying and maintaining tsunami de-
tection technologies, the Administrator shall 
seek the assistance and assets of other appro-
priate Federal agencies. 

(g) Annual equipment certification 

At the same time Congress receives the budget 
justification documents in support of the Presi-
dent’s annual budget request for each fiscal 
year, the Administrator shall transmit to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Science of the House of Representatives a cer-
tification that— 

(1) identifies the tsunami detection equip-
ment deployed pursuant to this chapter, as of 
December 31 of the preceding calendar year; 

(2) certifies which equipment is operational 
as of December 31 of the preceding calendar 
year; 

(3) in the case of any piece of such equip-
ment that is not operational as of such date, 
identifies that equipment and describes the 
mitigation strategy that is in place— 

(A) to repair or replace that piece of equip-
ment within a reasonable period of time; or 

(B) to otherwise ensure adequate tsunami 
detection coverage; 

(4) identifies any equipment that is being de-
veloped or constructed to carry out this chap-
ter but which has not yet been deployed, if the 
Administration has entered into a contract for 
that equipment prior to December 31 of the 
preceding calendar year, and provides a sched-
ule for the deployment of that equipment; and 

(5) certifies that the Administrator expects 
the equipment described in paragraph (4) to 
meet the requirements, cost, and schedule pro-
vided in that contract. 

(h) Congressional notifications 

The Administrator shall notify the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate and the Committee on Science of the 
House of Representatives within 30 days of— 

(1) impaired regional forecasting capabilities 
due to equipment or system failures; and 

(2) significant contractor failures or delays 
in completing work associated with the tsu-
nami forecasting and warning system. 

(i) Report 

Not later than January 31, 2010, the Comptrol-
ler General of the United States shall transmit 
a report to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 
the Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives that— 

(1) evaluates the current status of the tsu-
nami detection, forecasting, and warning sys-
tem and the tsunami hazard mitigation pro-
gram established under this chapter, including 
progress toward tsunami inundation mapping 
of all coastal areas vulnerable to tsunami and 
whether there has been any degradation of 

services as a result of the expansion of the 
program; 

(2) evaluates the National Weather Service’s 
ability to achieve continued improvements in 
the delivery of tsunami detection, forecasting, 
and warning services by assessing policies and 
plans for the evolution of modernization sys-
tems, models, and computational abilities (in-
cluding the adoption of new technologies); and 

(3) lists the contributions of funding or other 
resources to the program by other Federal 
agencies, particularly agencies participating 
in the program. 

(j) External review 

The Administrator shall enter into an ar-
rangement with the National Academy of Sci-
ences to review the tsunami detection, forecast, 
and warning program established under this 
chapter to assess further modernization and cov-
erage needs, as well as long-term operational re-
liability issues, taking into account measures 
implemented under this chapter. The review 
shall also include an assessment of how well the 
forecast equipment has been integrated into 
other United States and global ocean and coast-
al observation systems and the global earth ob-
serving system of systems. Not later than 2 
years after January 12, 2007, the Administrator 
shall transmit a report containing the National 
Academy of Sciences’ recommendations, the Ad-
ministrator’s responses to the recommenda-
tions, including those where the Administrator 
disagrees with the Academy, a timetable to im-
plement the accepted recommendations, and the 
cost of implementing all the Academy’s recom-
mendations, to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 
the Committee on Science of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(k) Report 

Not later than 3 months after January 12, 2007, 
the Administrator shall establish a process for 
monitoring and certifying contractor perform-
ance in carrying out the requirements of any 
contract to construct or deploy tsunami detec-
tion equipment, including procedures and pen-
alties to be imposed in cases of significant con-
tractor failure or negligence. 

(Pub. L. 109–424, § 4, Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 2903; 
Pub. L. 109–479, title VIII, § 804, Jan. 12, 2007, 120 
Stat. 3654.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 109–424 and title VIII of Pub. L. 109–479 en-
acted substantially identical sections. This section is 
based on the text of section 804 of Pub. L. 109–479. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. Committee 
on Science and Technology of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Jan. 5, 2011. 

§ 3204. National tsunami hazard mitigation pro-
gram 

(a) In general 

The Administrator, through the National 
Weather Service and in consultation with other 
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relevant Administration offices, shall conduct a 
community-based tsunami hazard mitigation 
program to improve tsunami preparedness of at- 
risk areas in the United States and its terri-
tories. 

(b) Coordinating committee 

In conducting the program under this section, 
the Administrator shall establish a coordinating 
committee comprising representatives of Fed-
eral, State, local, and tribal government offi-
cials. The Administrator may establish sub-
committees to address region-specific issues. 
The committee shall— 

(1) recommend how funds appropriated for 
carrying out the program under this section 
will be allocated; 

(2) ensure that areas described in section 
3203(c) of this title in the United States and its 
territories can have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the program; 

(3) provide recommendations to the National 
Weather Service on how to improve the 
TsunamiReady program, particularly on ways 
to make communities more tsunami resilient 
through the use of inundation maps and other 
mitigation practices; and 

(4) ensure that all components of the pro-
gram are integrated with ongoing hazard 
warning and risk management activities, 
emergency response plans, and mitigation pro-
grams in affected areas, including integrating 
information to assist in tsunami evacuation 
route planning. 

(c) Program components 

The program under this section shall— 
(1) use inundation models that meet a stand-

ard of accuracy defined by the Administration 
to improve the quality and extent of inunda-
tion mapping, including assessment of vulner-
able inner coastal and nearshore areas, in a 
coordinated and standardized fashion to maxi-
mize resources and the utility of data col-
lected; 

(2) promote and improve community out-
reach and education networks and programs to 
ensure community readiness, including the de-
velopment of comprehensive coastal risk and 
vulnerability assessment training and decision 
support tools, implementation of technical 
training and public education programs, and 
providing for certification of prepared commu-
nities; 

(3) integrate tsunami preparedness and miti-
gation programs into ongoing hazard warning 
and risk management activities, emergency 
response plans, and mitigation programs in af-
fected areas, including integrating informa-
tion to assist in tsunami evacuation route 
planning; 

(4) promote the adoption of tsunami warning 
and mitigation measures by Federal, State, 
tribal, and local governments and nongovern-
mental entities, including educational pro-
grams to discourage development in high-risk 
areas; and 

(5) provide for periodic external review of 
the program. 

(d) Savings clause 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
require a change in the chair of any existing 

tsunami hazard mitigation program subcommit-
tee. 

(Pub. L. 109–424, § 5, Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 2906; 
Pub. L. 109–479, title VIII, § 805, Jan. 12, 2007, 120 
Stat. 3657.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 109–424 and title VIII of Pub. L. 109–479 en-
acted substantially identical sections. This section is 
based on the text of section 805 of Pub. L. 109–479. 

§ 3205. Tsunami research program 

The Administrator shall, in consultation with 
other agencies and academic institutions, and 
with the coordinating committee established 
under section 3204(b) of this title, establish or 
maintain a tsunami research program to develop 
detection, forecast, communication, and mitiga-
tion science and technology, including advanced 
sensing techniques, information and commu-
nication technology, data collection, analysis, 
and assessment for tsunami tracking and nu-
merical forecast modeling. Such research pro-
gram shall— 

(1) consider other appropriate research to 
mitigate the impact of tsunami; 

(2) coordinate with the National Weather 
Service on technology to be transferred to op-
erations; 

(3) include social science research to develop 
and assess community warning, education, and 
evacuation materials; and 

(4) ensure that research and findings are 
available to the scientific community. 

(Pub. L. 109–424, § 6, Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 2907; 
Pub. L. 109–479, title VIII, § 806, Jan. 12, 2007, 120 
Stat. 3658.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 109–424 and title VIII of Pub. L. 109–479 en-
acted substantially identical sections. This section is 
based on the text of section 806 of Pub. L. 109–479. 

§ 3206. Global tsunami warning and mitigation 
network 

(a) International Tsunami Warning System 

The Administrator, through the National 
Weather Service and in consultation with other 
relevant Administration offices, in coordination 
with other members of the United States Inter-
agency Committee of the National Tsunami 
Hazard Mitigation Program, shall provide tech-
nical assistance and training to the Intergovern-
mental Oceanographic Commission, the World 
Meteorological Organization, and other inter-
national entities, as part of international efforts 
to develop a fully functional global tsunami 
forecast and warning system comprising re-
gional tsunami warning networks, modeled on 
the International Tsunami Warning System of 
the Pacific. 

(b) International Tsunami Information Center 

The Administrator, through the National 
Weather Service and in consultation with other 
relevant Administration offices, in cooperation 
with the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission, shall operate an International Tsu-
nami Information Center to improve tsunami 
preparedness for all Pacific Ocean nations par-
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