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§ 2302 

(b) AUTHORITY TO GRANT LICENSES.—The Com-
mission may grant exclusive and nonexclusive 
licenses in connection with any mark, copy-
right, patent, or license for the use of such 
mark, copyright or patent, except to the extent 
the grant of such license by the Commission 
would be contrary to any contract or license by 
which the use of the mark, copyright, or patent 
was obtained. 

(c) ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY.—The Commis-
sion may enforce any mark, copyright, or patent 
by an action in the district courts under any law 
providing for the protection of such marks, 
copyrights, or patents. 

(d) LEGAL REPRESENTATION.—The Attorney 
General shall furnish the Commission with such 
legal representation as the Commission may re-
quire under subsection (c). The Secretary of De-
fense shall provide representation for the Com-
mission in administrative proceedings before the 
Patent and Trademark Office and Copyright Of-
fice. 

(e) IRREVOCABILITY OF TRANSFERS OF COPY-
RIGHTS TO COMMISSION.—Section 203 of title 17 
shall not apply to any copyright transferred in 
any manner to the Commission. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–117, title VI, § 603(a), Nov. 30, 
1999, 113 Stat. 1579.) 

CHAPTER 23—UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
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PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior chapter 23, consisting of sections 2301 to 2309, 

related to the United States Holocaust Memorial Coun-

cil, prior to the general amendment of this chapter by 

Pub. L. 106–292, § 1. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–284, § 5(3), Sept. 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 

1211, substituted ‘‘Museum’’ for ‘‘museum’’ in item 2306. 

§ 2301. Establishment of the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum; functions 

The United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum (hereafter in this chapter referred to as 
the ‘‘Museum’’) is an independent establishment 
of the United States Government. The Museum 
shall— 

(1) provide for appropriate ways for the Na-
tion to commemorate the Days of Remem-
brance, as an annual, national, civic com-
memoration of the Holocaust, and encourage 
and sponsor appropriate observances of such 
Days of Remembrance throughout the United 
States; 

(2) operate and maintain a permanent living 
memorial museum to the victims of the Holo-
caust, in cooperation with the Secretary of 
the Interior and other Federal agencies as pro-
vided in section 2304 of this title; and 

(3) carry out the recommendations of the 
President’s Commission on the Holocaust in 
its report to the President of September 27, 
1979, to the extent such recommendations are 
not otherwise provided for in this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–292, § 1, Oct. 12, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1030; amended Pub. L. 109–284, § 5(4), Sept. 27, 
2006, 120 Stat. 1211; Pub. L. 113–237, § 3(c)(2), Dec. 
18, 2014, 128 Stat. 2840.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2301, Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 

Stat. 1277, related to the establishment and purposes of 

the Holocaust Memorial Council, prior to the general 

amendment of this chapter by Pub. L. 106–292. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Par. (2). Pub. L. 113–237 substituted ‘‘section 

2304’’ for ‘‘section 2306’’. 
2006—Pub. L. 109–284 substituted ‘‘United States Gov-

ernment’’ for ‘‘United State Government’’ in introduc-

tory provisions. 

TRANSFER OF AUDITORS WEST BUILDING (ANNEX 3); 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 

Pub. L. 101–45, title II, June 30, 1989, 103 Stat. 125, pro-

vided that: 
‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Ad-

ministrator of General Services (Administrator) shall 

transfer to the administrative jurisdiction of the Holo-

caust Memorial Council (Council), without consider-

ation, the Auditors West Building (Annex 3) located at 

Raoul Wallenberg Place and Independence Avenue 

Southwest, Washington, District of Columbia. 
‘‘Prior to such transfer of jurisdiction to the Council, 

the Council shall agree to perform all necessary repairs 

and alterations to the Auditors West Building so as to 

renovate the exterior of the Auditors West Building in 

a manner consistent with preservation of the historic 

architecture of the building, and to preserve the struc-

tural integrity of the building. The Council, prior to 

such transfer, shall furnish to the Administrator, for 

his approval, a plan detailing the repairs and alter-

ations proposed, dates for completion of the work, and 

funding availability. 
‘‘In the event the Council ceases to exist, administra-

tive jurisdiction of the Auditors West Building (Annex 

3) shall revert to the General Services Administra-

tion.’’ 

§ 2302. Functions of the Council; membership 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council (hereafter in this chapter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Council’’) shall be the board of 
trustees of the Museum and shall have overall 
governance responsibility for the Museum, in-
cluding policy guidance and strategic direction, 
general oversight of Museum operations, and fi-
duciary responsibility. The Council shall estab-
lish an Executive Committee which shall exer-
cise ongoing governance responsibility when the 
Council is not in session. 

(b) COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL; APPOINTMENT; VA-
CANCIES.—The Council shall consist of 65 voting 
members appointed (except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section) by the President and the 
following ex officio nonvoting members: 

(1) One appointed by the Secretary of the In-
terior. 
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