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(A) if the case involves interpretation of law 
of general application affecting other claims; 

(B) if the appellant is seriously ill or is 
under severe financial hardship; or 

(C) for other sufficient cause shown. 

(3) A case referred to in paragraph (1) may be 
postponed for later consideration and deter-
mination if such postponement is necessary to 
afford the appellant a hearing. 

(b) The Board shall decide any appeal only 
after affording the appellant an opportunity for 
a hearing. 

(c) A hearing docket shall be maintained and 
formal recorded hearings shall be held by such 
member or members of the Board as the Chair-
man may designate. Such member or members 
designated by the Chairman to conduct the 
hearing shall, except in the case of a reconsider-
ation of a decision under section 7103 of this 
title, participate in making the final determina-
tion of the claim. 

(d)(1) An appellant may request that a hearing 
before the Board be held at its principal location 
or at a facility of the Department located within 
the area served by a regional office of the De-
partment. 

(2) A hearing to be held within an area served 
by a regional office of the Department shall (ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (3)) be scheduled 
to be held in accordance with the place of the 
case on the docket under subsection (a) relative 
to other cases on the docket for which hearings 
are scheduled to be held within that area. 

(3) A hearing to be held within an area served 
by a regional office of the Department may, for 
cause shown, be advanced on motion for an ear-
lier hearing. Any such motion shall set forth 
succinctly the grounds upon which the motion is 
based. Such a motion may be granted only— 

(A) if the case involves interpretation of law 
of general application affecting other claims; 

(B) if the appellant is seriously ill or is 
under severe financial hardship; or 

(C) for other sufficient cause shown. 

(e)(1) At the request of the Chairman, the Sec-
retary may provide suitable facilities and equip-
ment to the Board or other components of the 
Department to enable an appellant located at a 
facility within the area served by a regional of-
fice to participate, through voice transmission 
or through picture and voice transmission, by 
electronic or other means, in a hearing with a 
Board member or members sitting at the 
Board’s principal location. 

(2) When such facilities and equipment are 
available, the Chairman may afford the appel-
lant an opportunity to participate in a hearing 
before the Board through the use of such facili-
ties and equipment in lieu of a hearing held by 
personally appearing before a Board member or 
panel as provided in subsection (d). Any such 
hearing shall be conducted in the same manner 
as, and shall be considered the equivalent of, a 
personal hearing. If the appellant declines to 
participate in a hearing through the use of such 
facilities and equipment, the opportunity of the 
appellant to a hearing as provided in such sub-
section (d) shall not be affected. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall preclude the 
screening of cases for purposes of— 

(1) determining the adequacy of the record 
for decisional purposes; or 

(2) the development, or attempted develop-
ment, of a record found to be inadequate for 
decisional purposes. 

(Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1242, § 4006; 
renumbered § 4007, Pub. L. 87–666, § 1, Sept. 19, 
1962, 76 Stat. 553; renumbered § 7107, Pub. L. 
102–40, title IV, § 402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 
238; Pub. L. 103–271, § 7(a)(1), July 1, 1994, 108 
Stat. 742; Pub. L. 103–446, title III, § 303, Nov. 2, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4658; Pub. L. 105–368, title X, § 1003, 
Nov. 11, 1998, 112 Stat. 3363.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 105–368, § 1003(a)(1), in-
serted ‘‘in paragraphs (2) and (3) and’’ after ‘‘Except as 
provided’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 105–368, § 1003(a)(2), added sec-
ond and third sentences and struck out former second 
sentence which read as follows: ‘‘Any such motion shall 
set forth succinctly the grounds upon which it is based 
and may not be granted unless the case involves inter-
pretation of law of general application affecting other 
claims or for other sufficient cause shown.’’ 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 105–368, § 1003(a)(3), added par. 
(3). 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 105–368, § 1003(b)(1), substituted 
‘‘in accordance with the place of the case on the docket 
under subsection (a) relative to other cases on the 
docket for which hearings are scheduled to be held 
within that area.’’ for ‘‘in the order in which requests 
for hearings within that area are received by the De-
partment.’’ 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 105–368, § 1003(b)(2), added par. 
(3) and struck out former par. (3) which read as follows: 
‘‘In a case in which the Secretary is aware that the ap-
pellant is seriously ill or is under severe financial hard-
ship, a hearing may be scheduled at a time earlier than 
would be provided for under paragraph (2).’’ 

1994—Pub. L. 103–446 substituted ‘‘Except as provided 
in subsection (f), each case’’ for ‘‘Each case’’ in subsec. 
(a)(1) and added subsec. (f). 

Pub. L. 103–271 amended section generally. Prior to 
amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘All cases received 
pursuant to application for review on appeal shall be 
considered and decided in regular order according to 
their places upon the docket; however, for cause shown 
a case may be advanced on motion for earlier consider-
ation and determination. Every such motion shall set 
forth succinctly the grounds upon which it is based. No 
such motion shall be granted except in cases involving 
interpretation of law of general application affecting 
other claims, or for other sufficient cause shown.’’ 

1991—Pub. L. 102–40 renumbered section 4007 of this 
title as this section. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–666 renumbered section 4006 of this 
title as this section. 

§ 7108. Rejection of applications 

An application for review on appeal shall not 
be entertained unless it is in conformity with 
this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 85–857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1243, § 4008; 
renumbered § 7108, Pub. L. 102–40, title IV, 
§ 402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–40 renumbered section 4008 of this 
title as this section. 

§ 7109. Independent medical opinions 

(a) When, in the judgment of the Board, expert 
medical opinion, in addition to that available 



Page 828 TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS [§ 7110 

within the Department, is warranted by the 
medical complexity or controversy involved in 
an appeal case, the Board may secure an advi-
sory medical opinion from one or more inde-
pendent medical experts who are not employees 
of the Department. 

(b) The Secretary shall make necessary ar-
rangements with recognized medical schools, 
universities, or clinics to furnish such advisory 
medical opinions at the request of the Chairman 
of the Board. Any such arrangement shall pro-
vide that the actual selection of the expert or 
experts to give the advisory opinion in an indi-
vidual case shall be made by an appropriate offi-
cial of such institution. 

(c) The Board shall furnish a claimant with 
notice that an advisory medical opinion has 
been requested under this section with respect 
to the claimant’s case and shall furnish the 
claimant with a copy of such opinion when it is 
received by the Board. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–671, § 1, Sept. 19, 1962, 76 Stat. 
557, § 4009; amended Pub. L. 100–687, div. A, title 
I, § 103(b), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4107; renum-
bered § 7109, Pub. L. 102–40, title IV, § 402(b)(1), 
May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238; Pub. L. 102–83, § 4(a)(3), 
(4), (b)(1), (2)(E), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404, 405.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–40 renumbered section 4009 of this 
title as this section. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–83, § 4(a)(3), (4), substituted 
‘‘Department’’ for ‘‘Veterans’ Administration’’ in two 
places. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–83, § 4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted 
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’. 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–687, § 103(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Board may’’ for ‘‘Board is authorized to’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–687, § 103(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘Any such arrangement shall’’ for ‘‘Such arrangement 
will’’, and ‘‘an individual case shall’’ for ‘‘any individ-
ual case will’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–687, § 103(b)(3), added subsec. 
(c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–687 effective Sept. 1, 1989, 
see section 401(a) of Pub. L. 100–687, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 7251 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1963, see section 4 of Pub. L. 
87–671, set out as an Effective Date of 1962 Amendment 
note under section 5701 of this title. 

[§ 7110. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–271, § 7(b)(2), July 
1, 1994, 108 Stat. 743] 

Section, added Pub. L. 100–687, div. A, title II, § 207(a), 
Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4111, § 4010; renumbered § 7110, 
Pub. L. 102–40, title IV, § 402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 
238; amended Pub. L. 102–83, § 4(a)(3), (4), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 404, authorized hearing before traveling sections 
of the Board. 

§ 7111. Revision of decisions on grounds of clear 
and unmistakable error 

(a) A decision by the Board is subject to revi-
sion on the grounds of clear and unmistakable 
error. If evidence establishes the error, the prior 
decision shall be reversed or revised. 

(b) For the purposes of authorizing benefits, a 
rating or other adjudicative decision of the 
Board that constitutes a reversal or revision of 

a prior decision of the Board on the grounds of 
clear and unmistakable error has the same ef-
fect as if the decision had been made on the date 
of the prior decision. 

(c) Review to determine whether clear and un-
mistakable error exists in a case may be insti-
tuted by the Board on the Board’s own motion 
or upon request of the claimant. 

(d) A request for revision of a decision of the 
Board based on clear and unmistakable error 
may be made at any time after that decision is 
made. 

(e) Such a request shall be submitted directly 
to the Board and shall be decided by the Board 
on the merits, without referral to any adjudica-
tive or hearing official acting on behalf of the 
Secretary. 

(f) A claim filed with the Secretary that re-
quests reversal or revision of a previous Board 
decision due to clear and unmistakable error 
shall be considered to be a request to the Board 
under this section, and the Secretary shall 
promptly transmit any such request to the 
Board for its consideration under this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–111, § 1(b)(1), Nov. 21, 1997, 111 
Stat. 2271.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to any determination made before, 
on, or after Nov. 21, 1997, see section 1(c)(1) of Pub. L. 
105–111, set out as a note under section 5109A of this 
title. 

§ 7112. Expedited treatment of remanded claims 

The Secretary shall take such actions as may 
be necessary to provide for the expeditious 
treatment by the Board of any claim that is re-
manded to the Secretary by the Court of Ap-
peals for Veterans Claims. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–183, title VII, § 707(b)(1), Dec. 
16, 2003, 117 Stat. 2673.) 

CHAPTER 72—UNITED STATES COURT OF 
APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS 

SUBCHAPTER I—ORGANIZATION AND 
JURISDICTION 

Sec. 

7251. Status. 
7252. Jurisdiction; finality of decisions. 
7253. Composition. 
7254. Organization. 
7255. Offices, duty stations, and residences. 
7256. Times and places of sessions. 
7257. Recall of retired judges. 

SUBCHAPTER II—PROCEDURE 

7261. Scope of review. 
7262. Fee for filing appeals. 
7263. Representation of parties; fee agreements. 
7264. Rules of practice and procedure. 
7265. Contempt authority; assistance to the Court. 
7266. Notice of appeal. 
7267. Decisions. 
7268. Availability of proceedings. 
7269. Publication of decisions. 

SUBCHAPTER III—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

7281. Employees. 
7282. Budget and expenditures. 
7283. Disposition of fees. 
7284. Fee for transcript of record. 
7285. Practice and registration fees. 
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