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AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat.
404, substituted “DEPARTMENT” for “VETERANS’
ADMINISTRATION"” in headings for subchapters I and
1I.

Pub. L. 10240, title III, §305(b)(2), title IV, §402(c)(1),
May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 210, 239, renumbered items 5201 to
5228 as 8501 to 8528, respectively, and substituted ‘“PA-
TIENT” for “INMATE” in heading for subchapter II.

SUBCHAPTER I—PROPERTY LEFT ON
DEPARTMENT FACILITY

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat.
404, substituted “DEPARTMENT” for “VETERANS’
ADMINISTRATION".

§8501. Vesting of property left by decedents

(a) Personal property left by any decedent
upon premises used as a Department facility,
which premises are subject to the exclusive leg-
islative jurisdiction of the United States and are
within the exterior boundaries of any State or
dependency of the United States, shall vest and
be disposed of as provided in this subchapter, ex-
cept that—

(1) if such person died leaving a last will and
testament probated under the laws of the
place of such person’s domicile or under the
laws of the State or dependency of the United
States within the exterior boundaries of which
such premises or a part thereof may be, the
personal property of such decedent situated
upon such premises shall vest in the person or
persons entitled thereto under the provisions
of such last will and testament; and

(2) if such person died leaving any such prop-
erty not disposed of by a last will and testa-
ment probated in accord with the provisions of
paragraph (1) such property shall vest in the
persons entitled to take such property by in-
heritance under and upon the conditions pro-
vided by the law of the decedent’s domicile.
This paragraph shall not apply to property to
which the United States is entitled except
where such title is divested out of the United
States.

(b) Any officer or employee of the United
States in possession of any such property may
deliver same to the executor (or the adminis-
trator with will annexed) who shall have quali-
fied in either jurisdiction as provided in sub-
section (a)(1); or if none such then to the domi-
ciliary administrator or to any other qualified
administrator who shall demand such property.
When delivery shall have been made to any such
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executor or administrator in accordance with
this subsection, neither the United States nor
any officer or employee thereof shall be liable
therefor.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1256, §5201;
Pub. L. 99-576, title VII, §701(93), Oct. 28, 1986, 100
Stat. 3299; renumbered §8501, Pub. L. 10240, title
IV, §402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238; Pub. L.
102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 10240 renumbered section 5201 of this
title as this section.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘Department’”
for ‘“Veterans’ Administration” in introductory provi-
sions.

1986—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 99-576 substituted ‘‘such
person’s’ for “‘his”.

§8502. Disposition of unclaimed personal prop-
erty

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of section
8501 of this title, the Secretary may dispose of
the personal property of such decedent left or
found upon such premises as hereafter provided
in this subchapter.

(b) If any veteran (admitted as a veteran), or
a dependent or survivor of a veteran receiving
care under the penultimate sentence of section
1781(b) of this title, upon such person’s last ad-
mission to, or during such person’s last period of
maintenance in, a Department facility, has per-
sonal property situated on such facility and
shall have designated in writing a person (natu-
ral or corporate) to receive such property when
such veteran, dependent or survivor dies, the
Secretary or employee of the Department au-
thorized by the Secretary so to act, may trans-
fer possession of such personal property to the
person so designated. If there exists no person so
designated by such veteran, dependent, or sur-
vivor or if the one so designated declines to re-
ceive such property, or failed to request such
property within ninety days after the Depart-
ment mails to such designate a notice of death
and of the fact of such designation, a description
of the property, and an estimate of transpor-
tation cost, which shall be paid by such des-
ignate if required under the regulations herein-
after mentioned, or if the Secretary declines to
transfer possession to such designate, possession
of such property may in the discretion of the
Secretary or the Secretary’s designated subordi-
nate, be transferred to the following persons in
the order and manner herein specified unless the
parties otherwise agree in writing delivered to
the Department, namely, executor or adminis-
trator, or if no notice of appointment received,
to the spouse, children, grandchildren, parents,
grandparents, siblings of the veteran. If claim is
made by two or more such relatives having
equal priorities, as hereinabove prescribed, or if
there are conflicting claims the Secretary or the
Secretary’s designee may in such case deliver
the property either jointly or separately in
equal values, to those equally entitled thereto
or may make delivery as may be agreed upon by
those entitled, or may in the discretion of the
Secretary or the Secretary’s designee withhold
delivery from them and require the qualification
of an administrator or executor of the veterans’
estate and thereupon make delivery to such.
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