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§8503. Notice of provisions of this subchapter

All persons having or bringing personal prop-
erty on the premises of a Department facility
shall be given reasonable notice of the provi-
sions of this subchapter. In case of a mentally
incompetent person, notice hereof shall be given
the guardian or other person having custody or
control of such person or, if none, to such per-
son’s nearest relative if known. The admission
to or continued maintenance in such facility
after reasonable notice of the provisions of this
subchapter shall constitute consent to the pro-
visions hereof. The death of any person on any
such facility or the leaving of property thereon
shall be prima facie evidence of a valid agree-
ment for the disposition of such property in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this subchapter.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1258, §5203;
Pub. L. 99-576, title VII, §701(95), Oct. 28, 1986, 100
Stat. 3300; renumbered §8503, Pub. L. 102-40, title
IV, §402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238; Pub. L.
102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 5203 of this
title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘Department’ for ‘“Veter-
ans’ Administration’.

1986—Pub. L. 99-576 substituted ‘‘such person’s’’ for
“his” in second sentence.

§ 8504. Disposition of other unclaimed property

Any other unclaimed property found on the
premises under the control of the Department
shall be stored by the officer in charge of such
premises and may be sold, used, destroyed, or
otherwise disposed of in accordance with regula-
tions promulgated by the Secretary if the owner
thereof fails to claim same within ninety days.
If undisposed of, the same may be reclaimed by
the owner, such person’s personal representative
or next of kin, upon payment of reasonable stor-
age charges prescribed by regulations. If sold,
the net proceeds thereof shall be credited to said
post fund to be expended as other assets of such
fund. The person who was entitled to such prop-
erty, or such person’s legal representative, or
assignee, shall be paid the proceeds of sale
thereof, less expenses if claim therefor be made
within five years from the date of finding. If the
owner shall have died intestate without credi-
tors or next of kin surviving, such proceeds shall
not be paid to such person’s legal representa-
tive.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1258, §5204;
Pub. L. 99-576, title VII, §701(96), Oct. 28, 1986, 100
Stat. 3300; renumbered §8504, Pub. L. 10240, title
IV, §402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238; Pub. L.
102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), (b)(1), (2)(E), Aug. 6, 1991, 105
Stat. 404, 405.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 5204 of this
title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘“‘Adminis-
trator” and ‘“‘Department’ for ‘“Veterans’ Administra-
tion”.

1986—Pub. L. 99-576 substituted ‘‘such person’s’ for
““his’’ in three places.
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§ 8505. Sale or other disposition of property

Any unclaimed personal property as described
in section 8502 of this title of veterans who have
heretofore died or who may hereafter die while
maintained as such in a Department facility,
and also any unclaimed property heretofore or
hereafter found or situated in such facility, may
be sold, used, destroyed, or otherwise disposed of
in accordance with this subchapter, and subject
to regulations promulgated by the Secretary
pursuant hereto; and the net proceeds of sale
thereof shall be credited and be subject to dis-
bursement as provided in this subchapter.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 12568, §5205;
renumbered §8505 and amended Pub. L. 102-40,
title IV, §402(b)(1), (d)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat.
238, 239; Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), (b)), (2)(E),
Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404, 405.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 5205 of this
title as this section and substituted ‘8502’ for ‘5202.

Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘Secretary” for ‘“Adminis-
trator” and ‘‘Department’ for ‘“Veterans’ Administra-
tion”.

§ 8506. Notice of sale

At least ninety days before any sale pursuant
to this subchapter, written or printed notice
thereof describing the property to be sold shall
be mailed to the owner of the property or, if de-
ceased, to the owner’s executor or adminis-
trator, or to the nearest kin, if any such appear
by the records of the Department. If none such
appears from said records, similar notice shall
be posted at the facility where the death oc-
curred or property shall have been found (if in
existence) and at the place where such property
is situated at the time of such notice, and also
at the place where probate notices are posted in
the county wherein the sale is to be had. The
person posting such notice shall make an affida-
vit setting forth the time and place of such post-
ing and attaching thereto a copy of such notice,
and such affidavit shall be prima facie evidence
of such posting and admissible in evidence as
proof of the same.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1258, §5206;
Pub. L. 99-576, title VII, §701(97), Oct. 28, 1986, 100
Stat. 3300; renumbered §8506, Pub. L. 102-40, title
IV, §402(b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238; Pub. L.
102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 404.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 5206 of this
title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘Department’ for ‘‘Veter-
ans’ Administration”.

1986—Pub. L. 99-576 substituted
“his” before ‘‘executor’.

‘“‘the owner’s” for

§ 8507. Payment of small shipping charges

Upon receipt of a proper claim for such prop-
erty under the provisions of this subchapter the
Secretary is hereby authorized, in the Sec-
retary’s discretion and in accordance with regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary, to pay mail-
ing or shipping charges not to exceed $25 in the
case of each deceased veteran as hereinabove de-
fined.
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