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‘(D) Congress strongly encourages the Postal
Service to—

‘(i) expeditiously move forward in its stream-
lining efforts; and

‘“(ii) keep unions, management associations,
and local elected officials informed as an essen-
tial part of this effort and abide by any proce-
dural requirements contained in the national bar-
gaining agreements.

‘(2) IN GENERAL.—The Postal Service plan shall in-
clude a description of—

‘“(A) the long-term vision of the Postal Service
for rationalizing its infrastructure and workforce;
and

‘“(B) how the Postal Service intends to implement
that vision.
¢“(3) CONTENT OF FACILITIES PLAN.—The plan under

this subsection shall include—

“(A) a strategy for how the Postal Service in-
tends to rationalize the postal facilities network
and remove excess processing capacity and space
from the network, including estimated timeframes,
criteria, and processes to be used for making
changes to the facilities network, and the process
for engaging policy makers and the public in relat-
ed decisions;

“(B) a discussion of what impact any facility
changes may have on the postal workforce and
whether the Postal Service has sufficient flexibility
to make needed workforce changes;

‘(C) an identification of anticipated costs, cost
savings, and other benefits associated with the in-
frastructure rationalization alternatives discussed
in the plan; and

‘(D) procedures that the Postal Service will use
to—

‘(i) provide adequate public notice to commu-
nities potentially affected by a proposed rational-
ization decision;

‘“(ii) make available information regarding any
service changes in the affected communities, any
other effects on customers, any effects on postal
employees, and any cost savings;

‘‘(iii) afford affected persons ample opportunity
to provide input on the proposed decision; and

‘“(iv) take such comments into account in mak-
ing a final decision.

‘“(4) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the
end of each fiscal year, the Postal Service shall pre-
pare and submit a report to Congress on how postal
decisions have impacted or will impact rationaliza-
tion plans.

‘(B) CONTENTS.—Each report under this para-
graph shall include—

‘(i) an account of actions taken during the pre-
ceding fiscal year to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of its processing, transportation,
and distribution networks while preserving the
timely delivery of postal services, including over-
all estimated costs and cost savings;

‘“(ii) an account of actions taken to identify any
excess capacity within its processing, transpor-
tation, and distribution networks and implement
savings through realignment or consolidation of
facilities including overall estimated costs and
cost savings;

‘“(iii) an estimate of how postal decisions relat-
ed to mail changes, security, automation initia-
tives, worksharing, information technology sys-
tems, excess capacity, consolidating and closing
facilities, and other areas will impact rationaliza-
tion plans;

‘“(iv) identification of any statutory or regu-
latory obstacles that prevented or will prevent or
hinder the Postal Service from taking action to
realign or consolidate facilities; and

“(v) such additional topics and recommenda-
tions as the Postal Service considers appropriate.

‘/(5) EXISTING EFFORTS.—Effective on the date of en-
actment of this Act [Dec. 20, 2006], the Postal Service
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may not close or consolidate any processing or logis-

tics facilities without using procedures for public no-

tice and input consistent with those described under

paragraph (3)(D).

“(d) ALTERNATE RETAIL OPTIONS.—The Postal Service
plan shall include plans to expand and market retail
access to postal services, in addition to post offices, in-
cluding—

‘(1) vending machines;

‘“(2) the Internet;

‘(3) postage meters;

‘(4) Stamps by Mail;

‘“(5) Postal Service employees on delivery routes;

‘“(6) retail facilities in which overhead costs are
shared with private businesses and other government
agencies;

““(7) postal kiosks; or

‘(8) any other nonpost office access channel provid-
ing market retail access to postal services.

‘““(e) REEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE AND RETIREMENT
BENEFITS.—The Postal Service plan shall include—

‘(1) a comprehensive plan under which reemploy-
ment assistance shall be afforded to employees dis-
placed as a result of automation of any of its func-
tions, the closing and consolidation of any of its fa-
cilities, or such other reasons as the Postal Service
may determine; and

‘“(2) a plan, developed in consultation with the Of-
fice of Personnel Management, to offer early retire-
ment benefits.

‘“(f) CONTINUED AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to prohibit the Postal Service from
implementing any change to its processing, transpor-
tation, delivery, and retail networks under any author-
ity granted to the Postal Service for those purposes.”’
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AMENDMENTS

2006—Pub. L. 109-435, title X, §1002(c), Dec. 20, 2006, 120
Stat. 3255, struck out item relating to chapter 52
“Transportation of Mail by Surface Carrier’’.
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§5001. Provisions for carrying mail

The Postal Service shall provide for the trans-
portation of mail in accordance with the policies
established under section 101(e) and (f) of this
title and the provisions of this chapter. Notwith-
standing any other provision of this title, the
Postal Service may make arrangements on a
temporary basis for the transportation of mail
when, as determined by the Postal Service, an
emergency arises. Such arrangements shall ter-
minate when the emergency ceases and the
Postal Service is promptly able to secure trans-
portation services under other provisions of this
title.
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