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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

505 ............. 40:481(e). June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
II, § 201(e), as added Pub. 
L. 91–426, § 1, Sept. 26, 1970, 
84 Stat. 883. 

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘holding such medical 

materials or supplies’’ and ‘‘provided for in the first 

sentence of this subsection’’ are omitted as unneces-

sary because of the reorganization of the revised sec-

tion. The words ‘‘in sufficient time to allow for’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘at such times as to insure . . . in suffi-

cient time’’ for clarity and to eliminate unnecessary 

words. 

§ 506. Inventory controls and systems 

(a) ACTIVITIES OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF GEN-

ERAL SERVICES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

and after adequate advance notice to affected 

executive agencies, the Administrator of Gen-

eral Services may undertake the following ac-

tivities as necessary to carry out functions 

under this chapter: 

(A) SURVEYS AND REPORTS.—Survey and 

obtain executive agency reports on Federal 

Government property and property manage-

ment practices. 

(B) INVENTORY LEVELS.—Cooperate with 

executive agencies to establish reasonable 

inventory levels for property stocked by 

them, and report any excessive inventory 

levels to Congress and to the Director of the 

Office of Management and Budget. 

(C) FEDERAL SUPPLY CATALOG SYSTEM.—Es-

tablish and maintain a uniform federal sup-

ply catalog system that is appropriate to 

identify and classify personal property under 

the control of federal agencies. 

(D) STANDARD PURCHASE SPECIFICATIONS 

AND STANDARD FORMS AND PROCEDURES.—Pre-

scribe standard purchase specifications and 

standard forms and procedures (except forms 

and procedures that the Comptroller General 

prescribes by law) subject to regulations the 

Administrator for Federal Procurement Pol-

icy prescribes under division B (except sec-

tions 1704 and 2303) of subtitle I of title 41. 

(2) SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING DE-

PARTMENT OF DEFENSE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of 

General Services shall carry out activities 

under paragraph (1) with due regard to the 

requirements of the Department of Defense, 

as determined by the Secretary of Defense. 

(B) FEDERAL SUPPLY CATALOG SYSTEM.—In 

establishing and maintaining a uniform fed-

eral supply catalog system under paragraph 

(1)(C), the Administrator of General Services 

and the Secretary shall coordinate to avoid 

unnecessary duplication. 

(b) ACTIVITIES OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Each 

federal agency shall use the uniformed federal 

supply catalog system, the standard purchase 

specifications, and the standard forms and pro-

cedures established under subsection (a), except 

as the Administrator of General Services, con-

sidering efficiency, economy, or other interests 

of the Government, may otherwise provide. 

(c) AUDIT OF PROPERTY ACCOUNTS.—The Comp-

troller General shall audit all types of property 

accounts and transactions. Audits shall be con-

ducted at the time and in the manner the Comp-

troller General decides and as far as practicable 

at the place where the property or records of the 

executive agencies are kept. Audits shall include 

an evaluation of the effectiveness of internal 

controls and audits, and a general audit of the 

discharge of accountability for Government- 

owned or controlled property, based on gener-

ally accepted principles of auditing. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1082; Pub. 

L. 111–350, § 5(l)(9), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3852.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

506 ............. 40:487. June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title 
II, § 206, 63 Stat. 390; July 
12, 1952, ch. 703, § 1(k), 66 
Stat. 593; Pub. L. 93–400, 
§ 15(3), Aug. 30, 1974, 88 
Stat. 800; Pub. L. 96–83, 
§ 10(a), Oct. 10, 1979, 93 
Stat. 652; Pub. L. 98–191, 
§§ 8(d)(1), 9(a)(2), Dec. 1, 
1983, 97 Stat. 1331. 

In subsection (a)(1)(B), the words ‘‘from time to 

time’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The words ‘‘Director 

of the Office of Management and Budget’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘Director of the Bureau of the Budget’’ in 

section 206(a)(2) of the Federal Property and Adminis-

trative Services Act of 1949 because the office of Direc-

tor of the Bureau of the Budget was redesignated the 

Director of the Office of Management and Budget by 

section 102(b) of Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1970 (eff. 

July 1, 1970, 84 Stat. 2085). Section 102 of Reorganization 

Plan No. 2 of 1970, was repealed by section 5(b) of the 

Act of September 13, 1982 (Public Law 97–258, 96 Stat. 

1085), the first section of which enacted Title 31, United 

States Code, but the successor provision, 31:502, con-

tinued the designation as Director of the Office of Man-

agement and Budget. 

In subsection (a)(1)(D), the words ‘‘Subject to regula-

tions’’ are substituted for ‘‘subject to regulations and 

regulations’’ in section 206(a)(4) of the Federal Property 

and Administrative Services Act of 1949 to correct an 

error resulting from an inconsistency between section 

8(d)(1) and section 9(a)(2) of the Office of Federal Pro-

curement Policy Act Amendments of 1983 (Public Law 

98–191, 97 Stat. 1331). 

In subsection (a)(2)(A), the words ‘‘Department of De-

fense’’ are substituted for ‘‘National Military Estab-

lishment’’ in section 206(a) of the Federal Property and 

Administrative Services Act of 1949 because the Depart-

ment of Defense is deemed to succeed the National 

Military Establishment under section 12(a) and (g) of 

the National Security Act Amendments of 1949 (ch. 412, 

63 Stat. 591). 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘Comptroller General’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘General Accounting Office’’ be-

cause of 31:702 and for consistency in the revised title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (a)(1)(D). Pub. L. 111–350 substituted 

‘‘division B (except sections 1704 and 2303) of subtitle I 

of title 41’’ for ‘‘the Office of Federal Procurement Pol-

icy Act (41 U.S.C. 401 et seq.)’’. 

SUBCHAPTER II—USE OF PROPERTY 

§ 521. Policies and methods 

Subject to section 523 of this title, in order to 

minimize expenditures for property, the Admin-

istrator of General Services shall— 
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