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(1) International terrorism 

The term ‘‘international terrorism’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 2331 of title 
18. 

(2) National of the United States 

The term ‘‘national of the United States’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
1101(a) of title 8. 

(3) Victim 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘victim’’ means a person who— 
(i) suffered direct physical or emotional 

injury or death as a result of international 
terrorism occurring on or after October 23, 
1983, with respect to which an investiga-
tion or civil or criminal prosecution was 
ongoing after April 24, 1996; and 

(ii) as of the date on which the inter-
national terrorism occurred, was a na-
tional of the United States or an officer or 
employee of the United States Govern-
ment. 

(B) Incompetent, incapacitated, or deceased 
victims 

In the case of a victim who is less than 18 
years of age, incompetent, incapacitated, or 
deceased, a family member or legal guardian 
of the victim may receive the compensation 
under this section on behalf of the victim. 

(C) Exception 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this section, in no event shall an individual 
who is criminally culpable for the terrorist 
act or mass violence receive any compensa-
tion under this section, either directly or on 
behalf of a victim. 

(b) Award of compensation 

The Director may use the emergency reserve 
referred to in section 10601(d)(5)(A) of this title 
to carry out a program to compensate victims of 
acts of international terrorism that occur out-
side the United States for expenses associated 
with that victimization. The amount of com-
pensation awarded to a victim under this sub-
section shall be reduced by any amount that the 
victim received in connection with the same act 
of international terrorism under title VIII of the 
Omnibus Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism 
Act of 1986. 

(c) Annual report 

The Director shall annually submit to Con-
gress a report on the status and activities of the 
program under this section, which report shall 
include— 

(1) an explanation of the procedures for fil-
ing and processing of applications for com-
pensation; 

(2) a description of the procedures and poli-
cies instituted to promote public awareness 
about the program; 

(3) a complete statistical analysis of the vic-
tims assisted under the program, including— 

(A) the number of applications for com-
pensation submitted; 

(B) the number of applications approved 
and the amount of each award; 

(C) the number of applications denied and 
the reasons for the denial; 

(D) the average length of time to process 
an application for compensation; and 

(E) the number of applications for com-
pensation pending and the estimated future 
liability of the program; and 

(4) an analysis of future program needs and 
suggested program improvements. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404C, as added Pub. L. 
106–386, div. C, § 2003(c)(1), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1544; amended Pub. L. 107–56, title VI, § 624(c), 
Oct. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 373; Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, 
title X, § 1083(b)(4), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 342.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Omnibus Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism 
Act of 1986, referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 99–399, 
Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 853, as amended. Title VIII of the 
Act, known as the ‘‘Victims of Terrorism Compensa-
tion Act’’, enacted sections 5569 and 5570 of Title 5, Gov-
ernment Organization and Employees, sections 1051, 
1095, and 2181 to 2185 of Title 10, Armed Forces, and sec-
tions 559 and 1013 of Title 37, Pay and Allowances of the 
Uniformed Services, amended section 6325 of Title 5, 
and enacted provisions set out as notes under section 
5569 of Title 5, sections 1051, 1095, and 2181 of Title 10, 
and section 559 of Title 37. For complete classification 
of title VIII to the Code, see Short Title of 1986 Amend-
ment note set out under section 5569 of Title 5 and 
Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a)(3)(A)(i). Pub. L. 110–181 substituted 
‘‘October 23, 1983, with respect to which an investiga-
tion or civil or criminal’’ for ‘‘December 21, 1988 with 
respect to which an investigation or’’. 

2001—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107–56 inserted at end ‘‘The 
amount of compensation awarded to a victim under 
this subsection shall be reduced by any amount that 
the victim received in connection with the same act of 
international terrorism under title VIII of the Omnibus 
Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism Act of 1986.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

For applicability of amendments by Pub. L. 110–181 to 
pending cases, see section 1083(c) of Pub. L. 110–181, set 
out as an Effective Date note under section 1605A of 
Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

§ 10603d. Crime victims legal assistance grants 

(a) In general 

The Director may make grants as provided in 
section 10603(c)(1)(A) of this title to State, trib-
al, and local prosecutors’ offices, law enforce-
ment agencies, courts, jails, and correctional in-
stitutions, and to qualified public and private 
entities, to develop, establish, and maintain pro-
grams for the enforcement of crime victims’ 
rights as provided in law. 

(b) Prohibition 

Grant amounts under this section may not be 
used to bring a cause of action for damages. 

(c) False Claims Act 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
amounts collected pursuant to sections 3729 
through 3731 of title 31 (commonly known as the 
‘‘False Claims Act’’) may be used for grants 
under this section, subject to appropriation. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404D, as added Pub. L. 
108–405, title I, § 103(a), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
2264.) 



Page 7212 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 10603e 

§ 10603e. Crime victims notification grants 

(a) In general 

The Director may make grants as provided in 
section 10603(c)(1)(A) of this title to State, trib-
al, and local prosecutors’ offices, law enforce-
ment agencies, courts, jails, and correctional in-
stitutions, and to qualified public or private en-
tities, to develop and implement state-of-the-art 
systems for notifying victims of crime of impor-
tant dates and developments relating to the 
criminal proceedings at issue in a timely and ef-
ficient manner, provided that the jurisdiction 
has laws substantially equivalent to the provi-
sions of chapter 237 of title 18. 

(b) Integration of systems 

Systems developed and implemented under 
this section may be integrated with existing 
case management systems operated by the re-
cipient of the grant. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

In addition to funds made available under sec-
tion 10601(d) of this title, there are authorized to 
be appropriated to carry out this section— 

(1) $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2005; and 
(2) $5,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2006, 

2007, 2008, and 2009. 

(d) False Claims Act 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
amounts collected pursuant to sections 3729 
through 3731 of title 31 (commonly known as the 
‘‘False Claims Act’’) may be used for grants 
under this section, subject to appropriation. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1404E, as added Pub. L. 
108–405, title I, § 103(c), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
2265.) 

§ 10604. Administrative provisions 

(a) Authority of Director to establish rules and 
regulations 

The Director may establish such rules, regula-
tions, guidelines, and procedures as are nec-
essary to carry out any function of the Director 
under this chapter. 

(b) Recordkeeping 

Each recipient of sums under this chapter 
shall keep such records as the Director shall 
prescribe, including records that fully disclose 
the amount and disposition by such recipient of 
such sums, the total cost of the undertaking for 
which such sums are used, and that portion of 
the cost of the undertaking supplied by other 
sources, and such other records as will facilitate 
an effective audit. 

(c) Access of Director to books and records for 
purpose of audit and examination 

The Director shall have access, for purpose of 
audit and examination, to any books, docu-
ments, papers, and records of the recipient of 
sums under this chapter that, in the opinion of 
the Director, may be related to the expenditure 
of funds received under this chapter. 

(d) Revealing research or statistical information; 
prohibition; immunity from legal proceed-
ings; permission; admission of information as 
evidence 

Except as otherwise provided by Federal law, 
no officer or employee of the Federal Govern-

ment, and no recipient of sums under this chap-
ter, shall use or reveal any research or statis-
tical information furnished under this chapter 
by any person and identifiable to any specific 
private person for any purpose other than the 
purpose for which such information was ob-
tained in accordance with this chapter. Such in-
formation, and any copy of such information, 
shall be immune from legal process and shall 
not, without the consent of the person furnish-
ing such information, be admitted as evidence or 
used for any purpose in any action, suit, or 
other judicial, legislative, or administrative 
proceeding. 

(e) Discrimination prohibited 

No person shall on the ground of race, color, 
religion, national origin, handicap, or sex be ex-
cluded from participation in, denied the benefits 
of, subjected to discrimination under, or denied 
employment in connection with, any under-
taking funded in whole or in part with sums 
made available under this chapter. 

(f) Failure to comply with provisions; notice and 
hearing; power of Director 

If, after reasonable notice and opportunity for 
a hearing on the record, the Director finds that 
a State has failed to comply substantially with 
any provision of this chapter or a rule, regula-
tion, guideline, or procedure issued under this 
chapter, or an application submitted in accord-
ance with this chapter or the provisions of any 
other applicable law, the Director shall— 

(1) terminate payments to such State; 
(2) suspend payments to such State until the 

Director is satisfied that such noncompliance 
has ended; or 

(3) take such other action as the Director 
deems appropriate. 

(g) Report 

The Director shall, on December 31, 1990, and 
on June 30 every two years thereafter, report to 
the President and to the Congress on the reve-
nue derived from each source described in sec-
tion 10601 of this title and on the effectiveness of 
the activities supported under this chapter. The 
Director may include in such report recom-
mendations for legislation to improve this chap-
ter. 

(h) Maintenance of effort 

Each entity receiving sums made available 
under this chapter for administrative purposes 
shall certify that such sums will not be used to 
supplant State or local funds, but will be used to 
increase the amount of such funds that would, in 
the absence of Federal funds, be made available 
for these purposes. 

(Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1407, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2176; Pub. L. 99–646, § 48, Nov. 10, 1986, 100 
Stat. 3605; Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, 
§ 7123(b)(10)–(14), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4421, 4422; 
Pub. L. 103–322, title XXIII, §§ 230206, 230207, Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2080; Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, 
§ 604(b)(9), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3507.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (h), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, and was translated as reading ‘‘this 
chapter’’, meaning chapter XIV of title II of Pub. L. 
98–473, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 
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