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‘‘(7) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of the 
Commission shall constitute a quorum but a lesser 
number may hold hearings. 

‘‘(8) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet at the 
call of the Chairpersons. 
‘‘(d) DIRECTOR AND STAFF.— 

‘‘(1) DIRECTOR.—The Commission shall have a Di-
rector who shall be appointed by the Chairperson. 
The Director shall be paid at a rate not to exceed the 
rate of basic pay payable for level V of the Executive 
Schedule. 

‘‘(2) STAFF.—The Commission may appoint person-
nel as appropriate. The staff of the Commission shall 
be appointed subject to the provisions of title 5, 
United States Code, governing appointments in the 
competitive service, and shall be paid in accordance 
with the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter III 
of chapter 53 of that title relating to classification 
and General Schedule pay rates. 

‘‘(3) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Commission 
may procure temporary and intermittent services 
under section 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code, 
but at rates for individuals not to exceed the daily 
equivalent of the maximum annual rate of basic pay 
payable for the General Schedule. 

‘‘(4) STAFF OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Upon request of 
the Commission, the head of any Federal department 
or agency may detail, on a reimbursable basis, any of 
the personnel of that department or agency to the 
Commission to assist it in carrying out its duties 
under this Act. 
‘‘(e) POWERS.— 

‘‘(1) HEARINGS AND SESSIONS.—The Commission 
may, for the purpose of carrying out this section, 
hold hearings, sit and act at times and places, take 
testimony, and receive evidence as the Commission 
considers appropriate. 

‘‘(2) POWERS OF MEMBERS AND AGENTS.—Any mem-
ber or agent of the Commission may, if authorized by 
the Commission, take any action which the Commis-
sion is authorized to take by this section. 

‘‘(3) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Commission 
may secure directly from any department or agency 
of the United States information necessary to enable 
it to carry out this Act. Upon request of the Chair-
persons of the Commission, the head of that depart-
ment or agency shall furnish that information to the 
Commission. 

‘‘(4) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, AND DEVISES.—The Commis-
sion may accept, use, and dispose of gifts, bequests, 
or devises of services or property, both real and per-
sonal, for the purpose of aiding or facilitating the 
work of the Commission. Gifts, bequests, or devises of 
money and proceeds from sales of other property re-
ceived as gifts, bequests, or devises shall be deposited 
in the Treasury and shall be available for disburse-
ment upon order of the Commission. 

‘‘(5) MAILS.—The Commission may use the United 
States mails in the same manner and under the same 
conditions as other departments and agencies of the 
United States. 

‘‘(6) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.—Upon the 
request of the Commission, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall provide to the Commission, on a 
reimbursable basis, the administrative support serv-
ices necessary for the Commission to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under this section. 

‘‘(7) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Commission may 
contract with and compensate Government and pri-
vate agencies or persons for services, without regard 
to section 3709 of the Revised Statutes ([former] 41 
U.S.C. 5) [see 41 U.S.C. 6101]. 
‘‘(f) REPORT.—The Commission shall submit to the 

Committees on Banking and Financial Services [now 
Committee on Financial Services] and Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Committees on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs and Appropria-
tions of the Senate, a final report not later than De-
cember 31, 2001. The report shall contain a detailed 
statement of the findings and conclusions of the Com-

mission with respect to the study conducted under sub-
section (b), together with its recommendations for leg-
islation, administrative actions, and any other actions 
the Commission considers appropriate. 

‘‘(g) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall terminate 
on June 30, 2002. Section 14(a)(2)(B) of the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.; relating to the ter-
mination of advisory committees) shall not apply to 
the Commission.’’ 

§ 12702. Objective of national housing policy 

The objective of national housing policy shall 
be to reaffirm the long-established national 
commitment to decent, safe, and sanitary hous-
ing for every American by strengthening a na-
tionwide partnership of public and private insti-
tutions able— 

(1) to ensure that every resident of the 
United States has access to decent shelter or 
assistance in avoiding homelessness; 

(2) to increase the Nation’s supply of decent 
housing that is affordable to low-income and 
moderate-income families and accessible to 
job opportunities; 

(3) to improve housing opportunities for all 
residents of the United States, particularly 
members of disadvantaged minorities, on a 
nondiscriminatory basis; 

(4) to help make neighborhoods safe and liv-
able; 

(5) to expand opportunities for homeowner-
ship; 

(6) to provide every American community 
with a reliable, readily available supply of 
mortgage finance at the lowest possible inter-
est rates; and 

(7) to encourage tenant empowerment and 
reduce generational poverty in federally as-
sisted and public housing by improving the 
means by which self-sufficiency may be 
achieved. 

(Pub. L. 101–625, title I, § 102, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4085.) 

§ 12703. Purposes of Cranston-Gonzalez National 
Affordable Housing Act 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to help families not owning a home to 

save for a down payment for the purchase of a 
home; 

(2) to retain wherever feasible as housing af-
fordable to low-income families those dwelling 
units produced for such purpose with Federal 
assistance; 

(3) to extend and strengthen partnerships 
among all levels of government and the pri-
vate sector, including for-profit and nonprofit 
organizations, in the production and operation 
of housing affordable to low-income and mod-
erate-income families; 

(4) to expand and improve Federal rental as-
sistance for very low-income families; and 

(5) to increase the supply of supportive hous-
ing, which combines structural features and 
services needed to enable persons with special 
needs to live with dignity and independence. 

(Pub. L. 101–625, title I, § 103, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4085.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 101–625, Nov. 
28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4079, known as the Cranston-Gonzalez 
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