Page 7871 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE §14194

(3) To reach out beyond the traditional
criminal justice community for ideas for con-
trolling and preventing crime.

(4) To recommend improvements in the co-
ordination of local, State, Federal, and inter-
national crime control and prevention efforts,
including efforts relating to crime near inter-
national borders.

(6) To make a comprehensive study of the
economic and social factors leading to or con-
tributing to crime and violence, including the
causes of illicit drug use and other substance
abuse, and to develop specific proposals for
legislative and administrative actions to re-
duce crime and violence and the factors that
contribute to it.

(6) To recommend means of utilizing crimi-
nal justice resources as effectively as possible,
including targeting finite correctional facility
space to the most serious and violent offend-
ers, and considering increased use of inter-
mediate sanctions for offenders who can be
dealt with adequately by such means.

(7) To examine distinctive crime problems
and the impact of crime on members of minor-
ity groups, Indians living on reservations, and
other groups defined by race, ethnicity, reli-
gion, age, disability, or other characteristics,
and to recommend specific responses to the
distinctive crime problems of such groups.

(8) To examine the problem of sexual as-
saults, domestic violence, and other criminal
and unlawful acts that particularly affect
women, and to recommend Federal, State, and
local strategies for more effectively prevent-
ing and punishing such crimes and acts.

(9) To examine the treatment of victims in
Federal, State, and local criminal justice sys-
tems, and to develop recommendations to en-
hance and protect the rights of victims.

(10) To examine the ability of Federal, State,
and local criminal justice systems to admin-
ister criminal law and criminal sanctions im-
partially without discrimination on the basis
of race, ethnicity, religion, gender, or other le-
gally proscribed grounds, and to make recom-
mendations for correcting any deficiencies in
the impartial administration of justice on
these grounds.

(11) To examine the nature, scope, causes,
and complexities of violence in schools and to
recommend a comprehensive response to that
problem.

(Pub. L. 103-322, title XXVII, §270003, Sept. 13,
1994, 108 Stat. 2091.)

§ 14194. Responsibilities of Commission
(a) In general

The responsibilities of the Commission shall
include such study and consultation as may be
necessary or appropriate to carry out the pur-
poses set forth in section 14193 of this title, in-
cluding the specific measures described in sub-
sections (b) through (e) of this section in rela-
tion to the subject areas addressed in those sub-
sections.

(b) Crime and violence generally

In addressing the subject of crime and violence
generally, the activities of the Commission shall
include the following:

(1) Reviewing the effectiveness of traditional
criminal justice approaches in preventing and
controlling crime and violence.

(2) Examining the impact that changes in
Federal and State law have had in controlling
crime and violence.

(3) Examining the impact of changes in Fed-
eral immigration laws and policies and in-
creased development and growth along United
States international borders on crime and vio-
lence in the United States, particularly among
the Nation’s youth.

(4) Examining the problem of youth gangs
and providing recommendations as to how to
reduce youth involvement in violent crime.

(5) Examining the extent to which the use of
dangerous weapons in the commaission of crime
has contributed to violence and murder in the
United States.

(6) Convening field hearings in various re-
gions of the country to receive testimony from
a cross section of criminal justice profes-
sionals, business leaders, elected officials,
medical doctors, and other persons who wish
to participate.

(7)) Reviewing all segments of the Nation’s
criminal justice systems, including the law en-
forcement, prosecution, defense, judicial, and
corrections components in developing the
crime control and prevention proposal.

(c) Causes of demand for drugs

In addressing the subject of the causes of the

demand for drugs, the activities of the Commis-
sion shall include the following:

(1) Examining the root causes of illicit drug
use and abuse in the United States, including
by compiling existing research regarding those
root causes, and including consideration of the
following factors:

(A) The characteristics of potential illicit
drug users and abusers or drug traffickers,
including age and social, economic, and edu-
cational backgrounds.

(B) Environmental factors that contribute
to illicit drug use and abuse, including the
correlation between unemployment, pov-
erty, and homelessness and drug experimen-
tation and abuse.

(C) The effects of substance use and abuse
by a relative or friend in contributing to the
likelihood and desire of an individual to
experiment with illicit drugs.

(D) Aspects of, and changes in cultural val-
ues, attitudes and traditions that contribute
to illicit drug use and abuse.

(E) The physiological and psychological
factors that contribute to the desire for il-
licit drugs.

(2) Evaluating Federal, State, and local laws
and policies on the prevention of drug abuse,
control of unlawful production, distribution
and use of controlled substances, and the effi-
cacy of sentencing policies with regard to
those laws.

(3) Analyzing the allocation of resources
among interdiction of controlled substances
entering the United States, enforcement of
Federal laws relating to the unlawful produc-
tion, distribution, and use of controlled sub-
stances, education with regard to and the pre-
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vention of the unlawful use of controlled sub-
stances, and treatment and rehabilitation of
drug abusers.

(4) Analyzing current treatment and reha-
bilitation methods and making recommenda-
tions for improvements.

(5) Identifying any existing gaps in drug
abuse policy that result from the lack of at-
tention to the root causes of drug abuse.

(6) Assessing the needs of government at all
levels for resources and policies for reducing
the overall desire of individuals to experiment
with and abuse illicit drugs.

(7) Making recommendations regarding nec-
essary improvements in policies for reducing
the use of illicit drugs in the United States.

(d) Violence in schools

In addressing the subject of violence in
schools, the activities of the Commission shall
include the following:

(1) Defining the causes
schools.

(2) Defining the scope of the national prob-
lem of violence in schools.

(3) Providing statistics and data on the prob-
lem of violence in schools on a State-by-State
basis.

(4) Investigating the problem of youth gangs
and their relation to violence in schools and
providing recommendations on how to reduce
youth involvement in violent crime in schools.

(5) Examining the extent to which dangerous
weapons have contributed to violence and
murder in schools.

(6) Exploring the extent to which the school
environment has contributed to violence in
schools.

(7T) Reviewing the effectiveness of current ap-
proaches in preventing violence in schools.

(e) Violence against women

In addressing the subject of sexual assault, do-
mestic violence, and other criminal and unlaw-
ful acts that particularly affect women, the ac-
tivities of the Commission shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) Evaluating the adequacy of, and making
recommendations regarding, current law en-
forcement efforts at the Federal, State, and
local levels to reduce the incidence of such
crimes and acts, and to punish those respon-
sible for such crimes and acts.

(2) Evaluating the adequacy of, and making
recommendations regarding, the responsive-
ness of prosecutors and courts to such crimes
and acts.

(3) Evaluating the adequacy of rules of evi-
dence, practice, and procedure to ensure the
effective prosecution and conviction of per-
petrators of such crimes and acts and to pro-
tect victims of such crimes and acts from
abuse in legal proceedings, making recom-
mendations, where necessary, to improve
those rules.

(4) BEvaluating the adequacy of pretrial re-
lease, sentencing, incarceration, and post-con-
viction release in relation to such crimes and
acts.

(5) Evaluating the adequacy of, and making
recommendations regarding, the adequacy of
Federal and State laws on sexual assault and
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the need for a more uniform statutory re-
sponse to sex offenses, including sexual as-
saults and other sex offenses committed by of-
fenders who are known or related by blood or
marriage to the victim.

(6) Evaluating the adequacy of, and making
recommendations regarding, the adequacy of
Federal and State laws on domestic violence
and the need for a more uniform statutory re-
sponse to domestic violence.

(7) Evaluating the adequacy of, and making
recommendations regarding, the adequacy of
current education, prevention, and protective
services for victims of such crimes and acts.

(8) Assessing the issuance, formulation, and
enforcement of protective orders, whether or
not related to a criminal proceeding, and mak-
ing recommendations for their more effective
use in domestic violence and stalking cases.

(9) Assessing the problem of stalking and
recommending effective means of response to
the problem.

(10) Evaluating the adequacy of, and making
recommendations regarding, programs for
public awareness and public dissemination of
information to prevent such crimes and acts.

(11) Evaluating the treatment of victims of
such crimes and acts in Federal, State, and
local criminal justice systems, and making
recommendations designed to improve such
treatment.

(Pub. L. 103-322, title XXVII, §270004, Sept. 18,
1994, 108 Stat. 2092.)

§ 14195. Administrative matters
(a) Chair

The President shall designate a member of the
Commission to chair the Commission.
(b) No additional pay or benefits; per diem

Members of the Commission shall receive no
pay or benefits by reason of their service on the
Commission, but shall receive travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at
rates authorized for employees of agencies under
sections 5702 and 5703 of title 5.
(c) Vacancies

Vacancies on the Commission shall be filled in
the same manner as initial appointments.
(d) Meetings open to public

The Commission shall be considered to be an
agency for the purposes of section 552b of title 5
relating to the requirement that meetings of
Federal agencies be open to the public.

(Pub. L. 103-322, title XXVII, §270005, Sept. 13,
1994, 108 Stat. 2094.)

§ 14196. Staff and support services
(a) Director

With the approval of the Commission, the
chairperson shall appoint a staff director for the
Commission.

(b) Staff

With the approval of the Commission, the staff
director may appoint and fix the compensation
of staff personnel for the Commission.

(e¢) Civil service laws

The staff of the Commission shall be appointed

without regard to the provisions of title 5 gov-
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