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Stat. 111, authorized and directed Federal agencies to 
render assistance in event of major disasters. 

Section 1855c, act Sept. 30, 1950, ch. 1125, § 4, 64 Stat. 
1110, directed Federal agencies to cooperate with each 
other and with other agencies in providing assistance. 

Section 1855d, act Sept. 30, 1950, ch. 1125, § 5, 64 Stat. 
1110, directed the President to coordinate disaster as-
sistance and to issue rules and regulations covering dis-
aster relief. 

Section 1855e, act Sept. 30, 1950, ch. 1125, § 6, 64 Stat. 
1111, dealt with repair and reconstruction of damaged 
United States facilities. 

Section 1855f, act Sept. 30, 1950, ch. 1125, § 7, 64 Stat. 
1111, provided for utilization of services and facilities of 
other agencies, employment of temporary personnel, 
incurring of obligations, and reimbursements. 

Section 1855g, act Sept. 30, 1950, ch. 1125, § 8, 64 Stat. 
1111, authorized an appropriation of $5,000,000 and re-
quired by the President to submit a report to Congress 
at beginning of each session covering expenditure of 
amounts appropriated. 

For provisions relating to disaster relief, see section 
5121 et seq. of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Dec. 31, 1970, see section 304 of Pub. 
L. 91–606, set out as an Effective Date of 1970 Amend-
ment note under section 165 of Title 26, Internal Reve-
nue Code. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ADJUSTMENT AND 
COORDINATION OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS 

§§ 1855aa to 1855ii. Repealed. Pub. L. 91–606, title 
III, § 302(2), Dec. 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 1759 

Section 1855aa, Pub. L. 89–769, § 2, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1316, defined ‘‘major disaster.’’ 

Pub. L. 89–769, §§ 1, 14, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 1316, 1321, 
set out as notes under section 1855aa of this title, gave 
the name ‘‘Disaster Relief Act of 1966’’ to Pub. L. 
89–769, and provided for effective date of such act. 

Section 1855bb, Pub. L. 89–769, § 3(a), Nov. 6, 1966, 80 
Stat. 1316, called for rescheduling and refinancing of 
Federal loans in event of a major disaster. See section 
3538 of this title and section 912a of Title 7, Agriculture. 

Section 1855cc, Pub. L. 89–769, § 5, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1317, authorized Secretary of Defense to make available 
facilities of civil defense communications system in 
case of imminent natural disasters. 

Section 1855dd, Pub. L. 89–769, § 8, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1320, set out order of priorities to be followed in proc-
essing applications for public facility and public hous-
ing assistance in major disaster areas. 

Section 1855ee, Pub. L. 89–769, § 9, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1320, provided for reimbursement of costs of reconstruc-
tion of public facilities, eligible costs, and agencies and 
parties entitled to reimbursement. 

Section 1855ff, Pub. L. 89–769, § 10, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1320, directed department heads to administer programs 
covering major disasters so that there is no duplication 
of efforts between various programs. 

Section 1855gg, Pub. L. 89–769, § 11, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 
Stat. 1321, provided for extension of time to lease-
holders, etc., of public lands in disaster areas. 

Section 1855hh, Pub. L. 89–769, § 12, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 
Stat. 1321, directed the President to coordinate and re-
view all assistance programs. 

Section 1855ii, Pub. L. 89–769, § 13, Nov. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1321, called for a study of air operation facilities for dis-
aster assistance and for a report of findings of such 
study to Congress with recommendations by May 6, 
1967. 

For provisions relating to disaster relief, see section 
5121 et seq. of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Dec. 31, 1970, see section 304 of Pub. 
L. 91–606, set out as an Effective Date of 1970 Amend-

ment note under section 165 of Title 26, Internal Reve-
nue Code. 

SUBCHAPTER III—ADDITIONAL FEDERAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

§§ 1855aaa to 1855nnn. Repealed. Pub. L. 91–606, 
title III, § 302(3), Dec. 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 1759 

Section 1855aaa, Pub. L. 91–79, § 1, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
125, set out Congressional statement of policy in enact-
ing Pub. L. 91–79. 

Pub. L. 91–79, § 16, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 125, set out as 
a note under section 1855aaa of the title, gave the name 
‘‘Disaster Relief Act of 1969’’ to Pub. L. 91–79. 

Section 1855bbb, Pub. L. 91–79, § 2, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
126, authorized the President to allocate funds for per-
manent repair and reconstruction of non-Federal 
streets, roads, and highway facilities destroyed or dam-
aged as a result of a major disaster. 

Section 1855ccc, Pub. L. 91–79, § 3, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
126, covered allowable alterations in timber sales con-
tracts between Secretary of Agriculture or Secretary of 
the Interior and a timber purchaser in event of a major 
disaster causing major physical changes. 

Section 1855ddd, Pub. L. 91–79, § 4, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
126, authorized Secretary of the Interior to give public 
land entrymen additional time to comply with require-
ments of law. 

Section 1855eee, Pub. L. 91–79, § 6, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
127, made provision for Small Business Administration 
disaster loans. 

Section 1855fff, Pub. L. 91–79, § 7, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
127, provided for emergency farm loans by Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

Section 1855ggg, Pub. L. 91–79, § 8, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
128, provided for development of State disaster relief 
programs, development of State agencies to administer 
disaster relief programs, and reports to Congress. 

Section 1855hhh, Pub. L. 91–79, § 9, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
128, made provision for appointment and duties of a 
Federal coordinating officer to operate under Office of 
Emergency Preparedness in any area designated a 
major disaster area. 

Section 1855iii, Pub. L. 91–79, § 10, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
128, authorized the President to provide on a temporary 
basis dwelling accommodations for individuals and 
families displaced by a major disaster. 

Section 1855jjj, Pub. L. 91–79, § 11, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
129, authorized the President to set up a food stamp and 
surplus commodities program to distribute food to per-
sons in low-income households unable to purchase food 
as result of a major disaster. 

Section 1855kkk, Pub. L. 91–79, § 12, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 
Stat. 129, provided for unemployment assistance to per-
sons unemployed as result of a major disaster. 

Section 1855lll, Pub. L. 91–79, § 13, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 Stat. 
129, covered grants and loans for funds used in the sup-
pression of fire on forest or grass lands which threatens 
destruction as to constitute a major disaster. 

Section 1855mmm, Pub. L. 91–79, § 14, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 
Stat. 130, authorized grants for removal of debris. 

Section 1855nnn, Pub. L. 91–79, § 15, Oct. 1, 1969, 83 
Stat. 130, defined ‘‘major disaster’’ and provided termi-
nation date of sections 1855aaa et seq. of this title on 
Dec. 31, 1970. 

For provisions relating to disaster relief, see section 
5121 et seq. of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Dec. 31, 1970, see section 304 of Pub. 
L. 91–606, set out as an Effective Date of 1970 Amend-
ment note under section 165 of Title 26, Internal Reve-
nue Code. 

CHAPTER 15A—RECIPROCAL FIRE 
PROTECTION AGREEMENTS 

SUBCHAPTER I—PROTECTION OF UNITED STATES 
PROPERTY 

Sec. 

1856. Definitions. 
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1 So in original. 

Sec. 

1856a. Authority to enter into reciprocal agreement; 
waiver of claims; reimbursement; ratifica-
tion of prior agreements. 

1856a–1. Authority to enter into contracts with State 
and local governmental entities. 

1856b. Emergency assistance. 
1856c. Service in line of duty. 
1856d. Funds. 
1856e. Reimbursement of fire funds. 

SUBCHAPTER II—WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION WITH 
FOREIGN FIRE ORGANIZATION 

1856m. Definitions. 
1856n. Implementation. 
1856n–1. Reciprocal agreements with liability cov-

erage. 
1856o. Funds. 
1856p. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER I—PROTECTION OF UNITED 
STATES PROPERTY 

§ 1856. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter— 
(a) The term ‘‘agency head’’ means the head of 

any executive department, military department, 
agency, or independent establishment in the ex-
ecutive branch of the Government; 

(b) The term ‘‘fire protection’’ includes per-
sonal services and equipment required for fire 
prevention, the protection of life and property 
from fire,,1 fire fighting, and emergency serv-
ices, including basic medical support, basic and 
advanced life support, hazardous material con-
tainment and confinement, and special rescue 
events involving vehicular and water mishaps, 
and trench, building, and confined space extrac-
tions; and 

(c) The term ‘‘fire organization’’ means any 
governmental entity or public or private cor-
poration or association maintaining fire protec-
tion facilities within the United States, its Ter-
ritories and possessions, and any governmental 
entity or public or private corporation or asso-
ciation which maintains fire protection facili-
ties in any foreign country in the vicinity of any 
installation of the United States. 

(May 27, 1955, ch. 105, § 1, 69 Stat. 66; Pub. L. 
109–163, div. A, title X, § 1060, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 
Stat. 3444.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–163 substituted ‘‘, fire 
fighting, and emergency services, including basic medi-
cal support, basic and advanced life support, hazardous 
material containment and confinement, and special 
rescue events involving vehicular and water mishaps, 
and trench, building, and confined space extractions’’ 
for ‘‘and fire fighting’’. 

§ 1856a. Authority to enter into reciprocal agree-
ment; waiver of claims; reimbursement; rati-
fication of prior agreements 

(a) Each agency head charged with the duty of 
providing fire protection for any property of the 
United States is authorized to enter into a re-
ciprocal agreement, with any fire organization 
maintaining fire protection facilities in the vi-
cinity of such property, for mutual aid in fur-
nishing fire protection for such property and for 

other property for which such organization nor-
mally provides fire protection. Each such agree-
ment shall include a waiver by each party of all 
claims against every other party for compensa-
tion for any loss, damage, personal injury, or 
death occurring in consequence of the perform-
ance of such agreement. Any such agreement 
may provide for the reimbursement of any party 
for all or any part of the cost incurred by such 
party in furnishing fire protection for or on be-
half of any other party. 

(b) Any agreement heretofore executed which 
would have been authorized by this subchapter, 
if this subchapter had been in effect on the date 
of execution thereof, is ratified and confirmed. 

(May 27, 1955, ch. 105, § 2, 69 Stat. 66.) 

§ 1856a–1. Authority to enter into contracts with 
State and local governmental entities 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in 
fiscal year 1992 and thereafter, the Secretary of 
the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the 
Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of the Army, 
and the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion are authorized to enter into contracts with 
State and local governmental entities, including 
local fire districts, for procurement of services 
in the presuppression, detection, and suppres-
sion of fires on any units within their jurisdic-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 102–154, title III, § 309, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 
Stat. 1034; Pub. L. 110–114, title II, § 2012, Nov. 8, 
2007, 121 Stat. 1075.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Department of the 
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1992, 
and not as part of act May 27, 1955, which comprises 
this subchapter. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation act: Pub. L. 
101–512, title III, § 310, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1959. 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Pub. L. 110–114 inserted ‘‘the Secretary of the 
Army,’’ after ‘‘the Secretary of Energy,’’. 

§ 1856b. Emergency assistance 

In the absence of any agreement authorized or 
ratified by section 1856a of this title, each agen-
cy head is authorized to render emergency as-
sistance in extinguishing fires and in preserving 
life and property from fire, within the vicinity 
of any place at which such agency maintains 
fire-protection facilities, when the rendition of 
such assistance is determined, under regulations 
prescribed by the agency head, to be in the best 
interest of the United States. 

(May 27, 1955, ch. 105, § 3, 69 Stat. 67.) 

§ 1856c. Service in line of duty 

Any service performed under section 1856a or 
section 1856b of this title, by any officer or em-
ployee of the United States or any member of 
any armed force of the United States shall con-
stitute service rendered in line of duty in such 
office, employment, or force. The performance 
of such service by any other individual shall not 
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