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AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–407, § 6, substituted provisions that 
there be within the Foundation such divisions as the 
Director, in consultation with the Board, may from 
time to time determine for provisions that, unless 
otherwise provided by the Board, there be within the 
Foundation a Division of Medical Research, a Division 
of Mathematical, Physical, and Engineering Sciences, a 
Division of Biological Sciences, a Division of Scientific 
Personnel and Education, and such other divisions as 
the Board deems necessary. 

CONSOLIDATION OF DIRECTORATES 

Pub. L. 96–516, § 18, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 3009, directed 
National Science Foundation to consolidate all Direc-
torates, including Science Education Directorate, 
under one roof, in present location of central adminis-
trative offices, on or before Aug. 1, 1982. 

CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND 
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in 
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization 
of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set 
out as a note under section 1862 of this title. 

§ 1867. Repealed. Pub. L. 90–407, § 4, July 18, 1968, 
82 Stat. 363 

Section, act May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 8, 64 Stat. 152, au-
thorized a committee for each division of the Founda-
tion, and provided for the composition, terms of office, 
chairmenship, rules of procedure, and powers and du-
ties of each divisional committee. 

CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND 
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in 
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization 
of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set 
out as a note under section 1862 of this title. 

§ 1868. Special commissions 

(a) Each special commission established under 
section 1863(h) of this title shall be appointed by 
the Board and shall consist of such members as 
the Board considers appropriate. 

(b) Special commissions may be established to 
study and make recommendations to the Foun-
dation on issues relating to research and edu-
cation in science and engineering. 

(May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 9, 64 Stat. 152; Pub. L. 
90–407, § 7, July 18, 1968, 82 Stat. 364; Pub. L. 
99–159, title I, § 109(d), Nov. 22, 1985, 99 Stat. 889.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–159 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section read as follows: 

‘‘(a) Each special commission established pursuant to 
section 1863(i) of this title shall consist of eleven mem-
bers appointed by the Board, six of whom shall be emi-
nent scientists and five of whom shall be persons other 
than scientists. Each special commission shall choose 
its own chairman and vice chairman. 

‘‘(b) It shall be the duty of each such special commis-
sion to make a comprehensive survey of research, both 
public and private, being carried on in its field, and to 
formulate and recommend to the Foundation at the 
earliest practicable date an over-all research program 
in its field.’’ 

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–407 substituted ‘‘section 
1863(i) of this title’’ for ‘‘section 1862(a)(7) of this title’’. 

CONTINUATION OF EXISTING OFFICES, PROCEDURES, AND 
ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–407 intended to continue in 
effect the existing offices, procedures, and organization 

of the Foundation, see section 16 of Pub. L. 90–407, set 
out as a note under section 1862 of this title. 

§ 1869. Scholarships and graduate fellowships 

(a) In general 

The Foundation is authorized to award schol-
arships and graduate fellowships for study and 
research in the sciences or in engineering at ap-
propriate nonprofit American or nonprofit for-
eign institutions selected by the recipient of 
such aid, for stated periods of time. Persons 
shall be selected for such scholarships and fel-
lowships from among citizens, nationals or law-
fully admitted permanent resident aliens of the 
United States, and such selections shall be made 
solely on the basis of ability; but in any case in 
which two or more applicants for scholarships or 
fellowships, as the case may be, are deemed by 
the Foundation to be possessed of substantially 
equal ability, and there are not sufficient schol-
arships or fellowships, as the case may be, avail-
able to grant one to each of such applicants, the 
available scholarship or scholarships or fellow-
ship or fellowships shall be awarded to the appli-
cants in such manner as will tend to result in a 
wide distribution of scholarships and fellowships 
throughout the United States. Nothing con-
tained in this chapter shall prohibit the Founda-
tion from refusing or revoking a scholarship or 
fellowship award, in whole or in part, in the case 
of any applicant or recipient, if the Board is of 
the opinion that such award is not in the best 
interests of the United States. 

(b) Amount 

The Director shall establish for each year the 
amount to be awarded for scholarships and fel-
lowships under this section for that year. Each 
such scholarship and fellowship shall include a 
cost of education allowance of $12,000, subject to 
any restrictions on the use of cost of education 
allowance as determined by the Director. 

(May 10, 1950, ch. 171, § 10, 64 Stat. 152; Pub. L. 
86–232, § 5, Sept. 8, 1959, 73 Stat. 468; Pub. L. 
86–550, June 29, 1960, 74 Stat. 256; Pub. L. 87–835, 
§ 2, Oct. 16, 1962, 76 Stat. 1070; Pub. L. 90–407, § 8, 
July 18, 1968, 82 Stat. 364; Pub. L. 99–159, title I, 
§ 110(a)(13), Nov. 22, 1985, 99 Stat. 891; Pub. L. 
99–383, § 7(c), Aug. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 814; Pub. L. 
101–589, title III, § 302(c), Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2895; Pub. L. 111–358, title V, § 510(d), Jan. 4, 2011, 
124 Stat. 4010.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 111–358 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b). 

1990—Pub. L. 101–589 substituted ‘‘, nationals or law-
fully admitted permanent resident aliens’’ for ‘‘or na-
tionals’’ in second sentence. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–383 struck out ‘‘, within the limits of 
funds made available specifically for such purpose pur-
suant to section 1875 of this title,’’ after ‘‘The Founda-
tion is authorized to award’’. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–159 substituted ‘‘study and research 
in the sciences or in engineering’’ for ‘‘scientific study 
or scientific work in the mathematical, physical, medi-
cal, biological, engineering, social, and other sciences’’. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–407 inserted social sciences to the 
enumerated list of sciences, and substituted ‘‘through-
out the United States’’ for ‘‘among the States, Terri-
tories, possessions, and the District of Columbia’’. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–835 authorized the Foundation to 
refuse or revoke a scholarship or fellowship award if 
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