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SUBCHAPTER IX—MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

§ 2000h. Criminal contempt proceedings: trial by 
jury, criminal practice, penalties, exceptions, 
intent; civil contempt proceedings 

In any proceeding for criminal contempt aris-
ing under title II, III, IV, V, VI, or VII of this 
Act, the accused, upon demand therefor, shall be 
entitled to a trial by jury, which shall conform 
as near as may be to the practice in criminal 
cases. Upon conviction, the accused shall not be 
fined more than $1,000 or imprisoned for more 
than six months. 

This section shall not apply to contempts 
committed in the presence of the court, or so 
near thereto as to obstruct the administration 
of justice, nor to the misbehavior, misconduct, 
or disobedience of any officer of the court in re-
spect to writs, orders, or process of the court. No 
person shall be convicted of criminal contempt 
hereunder unless the act or omission constitut-
ing such contempt shall have been intentional, 
as required in other cases of criminal contempt. 

Nor shall anything herein be construed to de-
prive courts of their power, by civil contempt 
proceedings, without a jury, to secure compli-
ance with or to prevent obstruction of, as distin-
guished from punishment for violations of, any 
lawful writ, process, order, rule, decree, or com-
mand of the court in accordance with the pre-
vailing usages of law and equity, including the 
power of detention. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title XI, § 1101, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 268.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Title II, III, IV, V, VI, or VII of this Act, referred to 
in text, mean title II, III, IV, V, VI, or VII of Pub. L. 
88–352, July 2, 1964, 78 Stat. 243, as amended. Titles II, 
III, and IV are classified generally to subchapters II 
(§ 2000a et seq.), III (§ 2000b et seq.), and IV (§ 2000c et 
seq.) of this chapter. Title V amended sections 1975a to 
1975d of this title. Title VI enacted sections 2000d to 
2000d–4 of this title. Title VII enacted sections 2000e to 
2000e–15 of this title, amended sections 2204 and 2205 of 
former Title 5, Executive Departments and Govern-
ment Officers and Employees, and enacted provisions 
set out as a note under section 2000e of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 2000a of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 2000h–1. Double jeopardy; specific crimes and 
criminal contempts 

No person should be put twice in jeopardy 
under the laws of the United States for the same 
act or omission. For this reason, an acquittal or 
conviction in a prosecution for a specific crime 
under the laws of the United States shall bar a 
proceeding for criminal contempt, which is 
based upon the same act or omission and which 
arises under the provisions of this Act; and an 
acquittal or conviction in a proceeding for 
criminal contempt, which arises under the pro-
visions of this Act, shall bar a prosecution for a 
specific crime under the laws of the United 
States based upon the same act or omission. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title XI, § 1102, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 268.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 88–352, July 2, 
1964, 78 Stat. 241, as amended, known as the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, which is classified principally to 
subchapters II to IX of this chapter (§ 2000a et seq.). For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 2000a of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 2000h–2. Intervention by Attorney General; de-
nial of equal protection on account of race, 
color, religion, sex or national origin 

Whenever an action has been commenced in 
any court of the United States seeking relief 
from the denial of equal protection of the laws 
under the fourteenth amendment to the Con-
stitution on account of race, color, religion, sex 
or national origin, the Attorney General for or 
in the name of the United States may intervene 
in such action upon timely application if the At-
torney General certifies that the case is of gen-
eral public importance. In such action the 
United States shall be entitled to the same re-
lief as if it had instituted the action. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IX, § 902, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 266; Pub. L. 92–318, title IX, § 906(a), June 
23, 1972, 86 Stat. 375.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Pub. L. 92–318 inserted ‘‘sex’’ after ‘‘religion,’’. 

§ 2000h–3. Construction of provisions not to af-
fect authority of Attorney General, etc., to in-
stitute or intervene in actions or proceedings 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to deny, 
impair, or otherwise affect any right or author-
ity of the Attorney General or of the United 
States or any agency or officer thereof under ex-
isting law to institute or intervene in any action 
or proceeding. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title XI, § 1103, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 268.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 88–352, July 2, 
1964, 78 Stat. 241, as amended, known as the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, which is classified principally to 
subchapters II to IX of this chapter (§ 2000a et seq.). For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 2000a of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 2000h–4. Construction of provisions not to ex-
clude operation of State laws and not to in-
validate consistent State laws 

Nothing contained in any title of this Act 
shall be construed as indicating an intent on the 
part of Congress to occupy the field in which 
any such title operates to the exclusion of State 
laws on the same subject matter, nor shall any 
provision of this Act be construed as invalidat-
ing any provision of State law unless such provi-
sion is inconsistent with any of the purposes of 
this Act, or any provision thereof. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title XI, § 1104, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 268.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 88–352, July 2, 
1964, 78 Stat. 241, as amended, known as the Civil 
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