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seminating results of the activities of the cen-
ter. 

(3) Evaluation criteria for economic develop-
ment districts 

The criteria for evaluation of an economic 
development district shall, at a minimum, 
provide for an assessment of management 
standards, financial accountability, and pro-
gram performance. 

(e) Peer review 

In conducting an evaluation of a university 
center or economic development district under 
subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary 
shall provide for the participation of at least 1 
other university center or economic develop-
ment district, as appropriate, on a cost-reim-
bursement basis. 

(Pub. L. 89–136, title V, § 506, as added Pub. L. 
105–393, title I, § 102(a), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3611; amended Pub. L. 108–373, title V, § 503, Oct. 
27, 2004, 118 Stat. 1769.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 3196, Pub. L. 89–136, title V, § 517, as 
added Pub. L. 94–188, title II, § 206, Dec. 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 
1090, related to vocational and technical educational 
demonstration projects, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
97–35, title XVIII, § 1821(a)(8), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 766, 
effective Sept. 30, 1981. 

A prior section 506 of Pub. L. 89–136 was classified to 
section 3186 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 97–35, 
§ 1821(a)(8). 

AMENDMENTS 

2004–Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 108–373, § 503(a), struck out 
‘‘after the effective date of the Economic Development 
Administration Reform Act of 1998’’ after ‘‘assistance 
to the grantee’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 108–373, § 503(b), inserted ‘‘pro-
gram performance,’’ after ‘‘applied research,’’. 

§ 3197. Notification of reorganization 

Not later than 30 days before the date of any 
reorganization of the offices, programs, or ac-
tivities of the Economic Development Adminis-
tration, the Secretary shall provide notification 
of the reorganization to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works and the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 89–136, title V, § 507, as added Pub. L. 
105–393, title I, § 102(a), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3611.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 507 of Pub. L. 89–136 was classified to 
section 3187 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 97–35, 
§ 1821(a)(8). 

Prior sections 3201 to 3204 were repealed by Pub. L. 
105–393, title I, § 102(a), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3597. 

Section 3201, Pub. L. 89–136, title VI, § 601(a), Aug. 26, 
1965, 79 Stat. 569; Pub. L. 97–195, § 1(c)(3), June 16, 1982, 
96 Stat. 115, related to appointment of Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce and Administrator for Economic 
Development. 

Section 3202, Pub. L. 89–136, title VI, § 602, Aug. 26, 
1965, 79 Stat. 570, related to National Public Advisory 
Committee on Regional Economic Development. 

Section 3203, Pub. L. 89–136, title VI, § 603, Aug. 26, 
1965, 79 Stat. 570, authorized Secretary to consult with 
other persons and agencies. 

Section 3204, Pub. L. 89–136, title VI, § 604, as added 
Pub. L. 90–103, title II, § 204, Oct. 11, 1967, 81 Stat. 268, 
conditioned assistance upon proper administration, op-
eration, and maintenance of project. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—MISCELLANEOUS 

§ 3211. Powers of Secretary 

(a) In general 

In carrying out the duties of the Secretary 
under this chapter, the Secretary may— 

(1) adopt, alter, and use a seal, which shall 
be judicially noticed; 

(2) subject to the civil service and classifica-
tion laws, select, employ, appoint, and fix the 
compensation of such personnel as are nec-
essary to carry out this chapter; 

(3) hold such hearings, sit and act at such 
times and places, and take such testimony, as 
the Secretary determines to be appropriate; 

(4) request directly, from any Federal agen-
cy, board, commission, office, or independent 
establishment, such information, suggestions, 
estimates, and statistics as the Secretary de-
termines to be necessary to carry out this 
chapter (and each Federal agency, board, com-
mission, office, or independent establishment 
may provide such information, suggestions, 
estimates, and statistics directly to the Sec-
retary); 

(5) under regulations promulgated by the 
Secretary— 

(A) assign or sell at public or private sale, 
or otherwise dispose of for cash or credit, in 
the Secretary’s discretion and on such terms 
and conditions and for such consideration as 
the Secretary determines to be reasonable, 
any evidence of debt, contract, claim, per-
sonal property, or security assigned to or 
held by the Secretary in connection with as-
sistance provided under this chapter; and 

(B) collect or compromise all obligations 
assigned to or held by the Secretary in con-
nection with that assistance until such time 
as the obligations are referred to the Attor-
ney General for suit or collection; 

(6) deal with, complete, renovate, improve, 
modernize, insure, rent, or sell for cash or 
credit, on such terms and conditions and for 
such consideration as the Secretary deter-
mines to be reasonable, any real or personal 
property conveyed to or otherwise acquired by 
the Secretary in connection with assistance 
provided under this chapter; 

(7) pursue to final collection, by means of 
compromise or other administrative action, 
before referral to the Attorney General, all 
claims against third parties assigned to the 
Secretary in connection with assistance pro-
vided under this chapter; 

(8) acquire, in any lawful manner, any prop-
erty (real, personal, or mixed, tangible or in-
tangible), to the extent appropriate in connec-
tion with assistance provided under this chap-
ter; 

(9) in addition to any powers, functions, 
privileges, and immunities otherwise vested in 
the Secretary, take any action, including the 
procurement of the services of attorneys by 
contract, determined by the Secretary to be 
necessary or desirable in making, purchasing, 
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