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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘and’’. 

cial support so as to ensure that the above described 
objectives are carried out with the most effective and 
efficient use of Federal, State and local resources, both 
public and private. 

RICHARD NIXON. 

§ 3532. Establishment of Department 

(a) Designation; appointment and supervision of 
Secretary 

There is hereby established at the seat of gov-
ernment an executive department to be known 
as the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Depart-
ment’’). There shall be at the head of the De-
partment a Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’), who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. The Department shall be administered 
under the supervision and direction of the Sec-
retary. 

(b) General duties of Secretary 

The Secretary shall, among his responsibil-
ities, advise the President with respect to Fed-
eral programs and activities relating to housing 
and urban development; develop and recommend 
to the President policies for fostering the or-
derly growth and development of the Nation’s 
urban areas; exercise leadership at the direction 
of the President in coordinating Federal activi-
ties affecting housing and urban development; 
provide technical assistance and information, 
including a clearinghouse service to aid State, 
county, town, village, or other local govern-
ments in developing solutions to community 
and metropolitan development problems; con-
sult and cooperate with State Governors and 
State agencies, including, when appropriate, 
holding informal public hearings, with respect 
to Federal and State programs for assisting 
communities in developing solutions to commu-
nity and metropolitan development problems 
and for encouraging effective regional coopera-
tion in the planning and conduct of community 
and metropolitan development programs and 
projects; encourage comprehensive planning by 
the State aud 1 local governments with a view to 
coordinating Federal, State, and local urban and 
community development activities; encourage 
private enterprise to serve as large a part of the 
Nation’s total housing and urban development 
needs as it can and develop the fullest coopera-
tion with private enterprise in achieving the ob-
jectives of the Department; and conduct con-
tinuing comprehensive studies, and make avail-
able findings, with respect to the problems of 
housing and urban development. 

(c) Denial or limitation of benefits of depart-
mental programs, functions, or activities on 
basis of population or corporate status of 
community 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
deny or limit the benefits of any program, func-
tion, or activity assigned to the Department by 
this chapter or any other Act to any community 
on the basis of its population or corporate 
status, except as may be expressly provided by 
law. 

(d) Coordination of housing and urban develop-
ment programs in enterprise zones 

The Secretary shall— 
(1) promote the coordination of all programs 

under the jurisdiction of the Secretary that 
are carried on within an enterprise zone des-
ignated pursuant to section 11501 of this title; 

(2) expedite, to the greatest extent possible, 
the consideration of applications for programs 
referred to in paragraph (1) through the con-
solidation of forms or otherwise; and 

(3) provide, whenever possible, for the con-
solidation of periodic reports required under 
programs referred to in paragraph (1) into one 
summary report submitted at such intervals 
as may be designated by the Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 89–174, § 3, Sept. 9, 1965, 79 Stat. 667; Pub. 
L. 90–83, § 10(b), Sept. 11, 1967, 81 Stat. 223; Pub. 
L. 100–242, title VII, § 705, Feb. 5, 1988, 101 Stat. 
1963.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (c), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 89–174, Sept. 9, 
1965, 79 Stat. 667, which is classified principally to this 
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 3531 of 
this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 624a of 
former Title 5, Executive Departments and Govern-
ment Officers and Employees, prior to the general revi-
sion and enactment of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employee by Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 1, 1966, 
80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 100–242 added subsec. (d). 
1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–83 struck out provision 

for compensation of Secretary. 

EFFECTIVE DATE; INTERIM APPOINTMENTS 

Nomination and appointment of Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development any time after Sept. 9, 1965, 
and interim designation and compensation of officer of 
Housing and Home Finance Agency for that office upon 
nonentry upon the office upon expiration of first period 
of sixty calendar days following Sept. 9, 1965, or on ear-
lier date specified by Executive order, see section 11 of 
Pub. L. 89–174, set out as a note under section 3531 of 
this title. 

ORDER OF SUCCESSION 

For order of succession during any period when both 
Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development are unable to perform functions and du-
ties of office of Secretary, see Ex. Ord. No. 13243, Dec. 
18, 2001, 66 F.R. 66262, listed in a table under section 3345 
of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

OFFICE OF LEAD BASED PAINT ABATEMENT AND 
POISONING PREVENTION 

Pub. L. 102–389, title II, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1593, pro-
vided in part that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this or any other Act with respect to any fiscal 
year, the Office of Lead-Based Paint Abatement and 
Poisoning Prevention shall be contained within the Of-
fice of the Secretary, and said Office shall have ulti-
mate responsibility within the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, except for the Secretary, for 
all matters related to the abatement of lead in housing, 
and research related to lead abatement, consistent with 
the responsibilities outlined for the Office in Senate 
Report 102–107.’’ 
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Pub. L. 102–139, title II, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 753, pro-
vided in part: ‘‘That there shall be established, in the 
Office of the Secretary, an Office of Lead Based Paint 
Abatement and Poisoning Prevention to be headed by a 
career Senior Executive Service employee who shall be 
responsible for all lead-based paint abatement and poi-
soning prevention activities (including, but not limited 
to, research, abatement, training regulations and pol-
icy development): Provided further, That such office 
shall be allocated a staffing level of twenty staff 
years.’’ 

CONDOMINIUM AND COOPERATIVE STUDY AND REPORT; 
SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS 

Pub. L. 93–383, title VII, § 821, Aug. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 
740, authorized the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment to conduct a full and complete investigation 
and study, and report to Congress not later than one 
year after Aug. 22, 1974, with respect to condominiums 
and cooperatives, and the problems, difficulties, and 
abuses or potential abuses applicable to condominium 
and cooperative housing. 

EX. ORD. NO. 11297. COORDINATION OF FEDERAL URBAN 
PROGRAM 

Ex. Ord. No. 11297, Aug. 11, 1966, 31 F.R. 10765, pro-
vided: 

WHEREAS our Nation has become predominantly 
urban in character and is confronted by serious prob-
lems arising from inherited urban decay and rapid 
urban growth; and 

WHEREAS the living standards and general welfare 
of its people depend upon the solution of the problems 
of urban life; and 

WHEREAS the Congress has provided in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development Act [see 
Short Title note under section 3531 of this title] that 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
(hereinafter referred to as the Secretary) shall ‘‘advise 
the President with respect to Federal programs and ac-
tivities relating to housing and urban development; de-
velop and recommend to the President policies for fos-
tering the orderly growth and development of the Na-
tion’s urban areas; and exercise leadership at the direc-
tion of the President in coordinating Federal activities 
affecting housing and urban development’’; and 

WHEREAS such activities are closely interrelated 
with other important Federal activities affecting urban 
areas so that there is a need for maximum consultation 
and cooperation among Federal departments and agen-
cies in their administration of programs having impact 
on urban areas; and 

WHEREAS such consultation and cooperation are 
also essential to enable the Secretary to carry out his 
responsibilities under that Act to ‘‘provide technical 
assistance and information, including a clearinghouse 
service to aid State, county, town, village, or other 
local governments in developing solutions to commu-
nity and metropolitan development problems; consult 
and cooperate with State Governors and State agencies 
. . . with respect to Federal and State programs for as-
sisting communities in developing solutions to commu-
nity and metropolitan development problems and for 
encouraging effective regional cooperation in the plan-
ning and conduct of community and metropolitan de-
velopment programs and projects’’. 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me as President of the United States by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, it is ordered as 
follows: 

SECTION 1. Functions of the Secretary of Housing and 

Urban Development. (a) To assist the Secretary in carry-
ing out his responsibilities pursuant to the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development Act, he shall con-
vene, or authorize his representatives to convene, 
meetings at appropriate times and places of the heads, 
or representatives designated by them, of such Federal 
departments and agencies with programs affecting 
urban areas as he deems necessary or desirable for the 
following purposes: 

(1) To provide a forum for consideration of mutual 
problems concerning Federal programs and activities 
affecting the development of urban areas and for the 
exchange of current information needed to achieve co-
ordination of, and to avoid duplication in, such pro-
grams and activities. 

(2) To promote cooperations among Federal depart-
ments and agencies in achieving consistent policies, 
practices, and procedures for administration of their 
programs affecting urban areas. 

(3) To consult with and obtain the advice of the Fed-
eral departments and agencies with respect to: 

(A) consultation and cooperation with State Gov-
ernors and State and local agencies concerning Federal 
and State programs for assisting communities; 

(B) provision of technical information, a clearing-
house service, and other assistance to State and local 
governments in solving community and metropolitan 
development problems; and 

(C) encouragement of comprehensive planning of, and 
effective regional cooperation in, local urban, commu-
nity, and metropolitan development activities. 

(4) To identify urban development problems of par-
ticular States, metropolitan areas, or communities 
which require interagency or intergovernmental co-
ordination. 

(b) The Secretary shall make arrangements with such 
Federal departments and agencies for working groups 
to consider special problems arising with respect to 
matters described in subsection (a) of this section. 

SECTION 2. Agency responsibilities. The heads of Federal 
departments and agencies have programs which have 
an impact on urban areas, or representatives des-
ignated by them, shall participate in meetings con-
vened pursuant to this Order and, to the extent per-
mitted by law and funds available, shall furnish infor-
mation, at the request of the Secretary, pertaining to 
programs within the responsibilities of such depart-
ments or agencies, and such additional information as 
will assist the Secretary in providing a clearinghouse 
service to aid State and local governments in develop-
ing solutions to community and metropolitan develop-
ment problems. 

SECTION 3. Construction. Nothing in this Order shall be 
construed as subjecting any function vested by law in, 
or assigned pursuant to law to, any Federal department 
or agency or head thereof to the authority of any other 
agency or officer or as abrogating or restricting any 
such function in any manner. 

SECTION 4. Administrative arrangements. (a) Each exec-
utive department and agency participating under sec-
tion 1 or section 2 shall furnish necessary assistance for 
effectuating the provisions of this Order as authorized 
by section 214 of the Act of May 3, 1945, 59 Stat. 134 (31 
U.S.C. 691) [31 U.S.C. 1346(b)]. 

(b) The Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall provide necessary administrative services 
pursuant to this Order. 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON. 

EX. ORD. NO. 13602. ESTABLISHING A WHITE HOUSE 
COUNCIL ON STRONG CITIES, STRONG COMMUNITIES 

Ex. Ord. No. 13602, Mar. 15, 2012, 77 F.R. 16131, pro-
vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, and in order to forge a partnership with local 
communities to provide them with comprehensive tech-
nical assistance to use and compete for Federal re-
sources more effectively and efficiently, which will en-
able them to develop and implement economic strate-
gies to become more competitive, sustainable, and in-
clusive, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Policy. Cities, towns, and regions across 
our Nation continue to face difficult economic chal-
lenges. Enhancing current Federal assistance is helping 
to lift communities out of distress. To allow the Fed-
eral Government to better partner with these local 
communities to build local capacity to address eco-
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nomic issues, and to support comprehensive planning 
and regional collaboration, my Administration estab-
lished the Strong Cities, Strong Communities (SC2) 
pilot initiative. By partnering with cities and regions 
to augment their vision for stability and economic 
growth, the SC2 was designed to help communities 
strengthen their capacity to create jobs and more com-
petitive business climates, and implement locally driv-
en community and regional planning approaches that 
lead to sustained economic growth, as well as ensure 
that Federal assistance is more efficiently provided and 
used. 

This order improves the way the Federal Government 
engages with and supports local communities by better 
aligning resources and coordinating efforts across exec-
utive departments and agencies (agencies) so that com-
munities across the country have access to comprehen-
sive, localized technical assistance and planning re-
sources to develop and implement their economic vi-
sion and strategies. 

SEC. 2. White House Council on Strong Cities, Strong 

Communities. There is established a White House Coun-
cil on Strong Cities, Strong Communities (Council) 
within the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, to be chaired by the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development and the Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy (Co-Chairs). 

(a) Membership. In addition to the Co-Chairs, the 
Council shall consist of the following members: 

(i) the Secretary of the Treasury; 
(ii) the Secretary of Defense; 
(iii) the Attorney General; 
(iv) the Secretary of the Interior; 
(v) the Secretary of Agriculture; 
(vi) the Secretary of Commerce; 
(vii) the Secretary of Labor; 
(viii) the Secretary of Health and Human Services; 
(ix) the Secretary of Transportation; 
(x) the Secretary of Energy; 
(xi) the Secretary of Education; 
(xii) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; 
(xiii) the Secretary of Homeland Security; 
(xiv) the Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers; 
(xv) the Administrator of the Environmental Protec-

tion Agency; 
(xvi) the Director of the Office of Management and 

Budget; 
(xvii) the Administrator of General Services; 
(xviii) the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-

ministration; 
(xix) the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 

for National and Community Service; 
(xx) the Chairperson of the National Endowment for 

the Arts; 
(xxi) the Senior Advisor and Assistant to the Presi-

dent for Intergovernmental Affairs and Public Engage-
ment; 

(xxii) the Assistant to the President and Cabinet Sec-
retary; 

(xxiii) the Assistant to the President for Economic 
Policy; 

(xxiv) the Chair of the Council on Environmental 
Quality; 

(xxv) the Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy; and 

(xxvi) the heads of such other agencies and offices as 
the President may, from time to time, designate. 

A member of the Council may designate, to perform 
the Council functions of the member, a senior-level of-
ficial who is a part of the member’s agency or office, 
and who is a full-time officer or employee of the Fed-
eral Government. 

(b) Administration. The Co-Chairs shall convene regu-
lar meetings of the Council, determine its agenda, and 
direct its work. The Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development shall appoint an Executive Director of 
the Council to coordinate the Council’s activities. At 
the direction of the Co-Chairs, the Council may estab-
lish subgroups consisting exclusively of Council mem-
bers or their designees, as appropriate. Agencies may 

detail staff to the Council to support its coordination 
and implementation efforts. 

SEC. 3. Mission and Function of the Council. The Coun-
cil shall, to the extent permitted by law, work across 
agencies and offices to: 

(a) coordinate the development and implementation 
of the various components of the SC2, as determined by 
the Co-Chairs; 

(b) coordinate agency efforts to ensure communities 
have access to comprehensive, localized technical as-
sistance and planning resources to develop and execute 
their economic vision and strategies (including, where 
appropriate, efforts of existing committees or 
taskforces related to providing technical assistance to 
local governments and improving their capacity to ad-
dress economic issues); 

(c) ensure that members of the Council incorporate 
SC2 implementation efforts into their agency annual 
performance plans and those efforts’ outcomes into 
their annual performance results; 

(d) provide recommendations to the President, 
through the Co-Chairs on: 

(i) policies for building local expertise in strengthen-
ing local economies; 

(ii) changes to Federal policies and programs to ad-
dress issues of special importance to cities and local 
governments that pertain to local capacity and eco-
nomic growth; 

(iii) implementing best practices from the SC2 initia-
tive Government-wide to better support cities and local 
governments; and 

(iv) opportunities to increase the flexible utilization 
of existing Federal program resources across agencies 
to enable more performance and outcome-based fund-
ing; 

(e) encourage the development of technical assist-
ance, planning, and financing tools and implementa-
tion strategies that can be coordinated or aligned 
across agencies to assist communities in building local 
capacity to address economic issues, engaging in com-
prehensive planning, and advancing regional collabora-
tion; and 

(f) facilitate the exchange of ideas and strategies to 
help communities address economic challenges and cre-
ate sustained economic opportunity. 

SEC. 4. Outreach. Consistent with the objectives set 
forth in this order, the Council, in accordance with ap-
plicable law, shall conduct outreach to representatives 
of nonprofit organizations, businesses, labor organiza-
tions, State and local government agencies, school dis-
tricts, elected officials, faith and other community- 
based organizations, philanthropies, other institutions 
of local importance, and other interested persons with 
relevant expertise in the expansion and improvement of 
efforts to build local capacity to address economic is-
sues in cities and communities. The Council will con-
vene an annual meeting of interested parties—includ-
ing mayors and city employees—to share key findings 
and progress, offer best practices, and promote strate-
gies that have worked in communities participating in 
the initiative. 

SEC. 5. Reports. Within 1 year of the date of this order, 
and annually thereafter, the Executive Director shall 
provide a report to the Co-Chairs on the work of the 
Council and its achievements during the year, includ-
ing demonstrable changes in the capacity of local com-
munities to implement their economic development 
goals and efforts to achieve more efficient and effective 
use of Federal resources. 

SEC. 6. General Provisions. (a) The heads of agencies 
shall assist and provide information to the Council, 
consistent with applicable law, as may be necessary to 
implement this order. Each agency shall bear its own 
expense for participating in the Council. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair 
or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-
partment, agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals. 
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(c) This order shall be implemented consistent with 
applicable law and subject to the availability of appro-
priations. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

§ 3533. Officers of Department 

(a) Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretaries, and 
General Counsel 

(1) There shall be in the Department a Deputy 
Secretary, 7 Assistant Secretaries, and a Gen-
eral Counsel, who shall be appointed by the 
President by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, and who shall perform such func-
tions, powers, and duties as the Secretary shall 
prescribe from time to time. 

(2) There shall be in the Department an Assist-
ant Secretary for Public Affairs, who shall be 
appointed by the President and shall perform 
such functions, powers, and duties as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe from time to time. 

(b) Federal Housing Commissioner 

There shall be in the Department a Federal 
Housing Commissioner, who shall be one of the 
Assistant Secretaries, who shall head a Federal 
Housing Administration within the Department, 
who shall have such duties and powers as may be 
prescribed by the Secretary, and who shall ad-
minister, under the supervision and direction of 
the Secretary, departmental programs relating 
to the private mortgage market. The Secretary 
shall ensure, to the extent practicable, that 
managers of Federal Housing Administration 
programs, at each level of the Department, shall 
be accountable for program operation, risk man-
agement, management of cash and other Federal 
assets, and program financing related to activi-
ties over which such managers have responsibil-
ity. 

(c) Director of Urban Program Coordination; 
designation; powers and duties; studies of 
urban and community problems and recom-
mendations for administration of Federal 
programs affecting such problems 

There shall be in the Department a Director of 
Urban Program Coordination, who shall be des-
ignated by the Secretary. He shall assist the 
Secretary in carrying out his responsibilities to 
the President with respect to achieving maxi-
mum coordination of the programs of the var-
ious departments and agencies of the Govern-
ment which have a major impact on community 
development. In providing such assistance, the 
Director shall make such studies of urban and 
community problems as the Secretary shall re-
quest, and shall develop recommendations relat-
ing to the administration of Federal programs 
affecting such problems, particularly with re-
spect to achieving effective cooperation among 
the Federal, State, and local agencies con-
cerned. Subject to the direction of the Sec-
retary, the Director shall, in carrying out his re-
sponsibilities, (1) establish and maintain close 
liaison with the Federal departments and agen-
cies concerned and (2) consult with State, local, 
and regional officials, and consider their recom-
mendations with respect to such programs. 

(d) Assistant to Secretary; designation; duty to 
provide information and advice to nonprofit 
project sponsors 

There shall be in the Department an Assistant 
to the Secretary, designated by the Secretary, 
who shall be responsible for providing informa-
tion and advice to nonprofit organizations desir-
ing to sponsor housing projects assisted under 
programs administered by the Department. 

(e) Special Assistant for Indian and Alaska Na-
tive Programs; report to Congress 

(1)(A) There shall be in the Department a Spe-
cial Assistant for Indian and Alaska Native Pro-
grams, who shall be located in the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Public and Indian Hous-
ing. The Special Assistant for Indian and Alaska 
Native Programs shall be designated by the Sec-
retary not later than 60 days after October 12, 
1977. 

(B) The Special Assistant for Indian and Alas-
ka Native Programs shall be appointed based 
solely on merit and shall be covered under the 
provisions of title 5 governing appointments in 
the competitive service. 

(C) The Special Assistant for Indian and Alas-
ka Native Programs shall be responsible for— 

(i) administering, in coordination with the 
relevant office in the Department, the provi-
sion of housing assistance to Indian tribes or 
Indian housing authorities under each pro-
gram of the Department that provides for such 
assistance; 

(ii) administering the community develop-
ment block grant program for Indian tribes 
under title I of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974 [42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.] 
and the provision of assistance to Indian tribes 
under such Act; 

(iii) directing, coordinating, and assisting in 
managing any regional offices of the Depart-
ment that administer Indian programs to the 
extent of such programs; and 

(iv) coordinating all programs of the Depart-
ment relating to Indian and Alaska Native 
housing and community development. 

(D) The Secretary shall include in the annual 
report under section 3536 of this title a descrip-
tion of the extent of the housing needs for In-
dian families and community development needs 
of Indian tribes in the United States and the ac-
tivities of the Department, and extent of such 
activities, in meeting such needs. 

(2) The Secretary shall, not later than Decem-
ber 1 of each year, submit to Congress an annual 
report which shall include— 

(A) a description of his actions during the 
current year and a projection of his activities 
during the succeeding years; 

(B) estimates of the cost of the projected ac-
tivities for succeeding fiscal years; 

(C) a statistical report on the conditions of 
Indian and Alaska Native housing; and 

(D) recommendations for such legislative, 
administrative, and other actions, as he deems 
appropriate. 

(f) Federal Housing Administration Comptroller 

There shall be in the Department a Federal 
Housing Administration Comptroller, des-
ignated by the Secretary, who shall be respon-
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