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under this chapter shall not discriminate 
against a participant in, or member of the 
staff of, such program on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, age, or political af-
filiation of such participant or member, or on 
the basis of disability, if the participant or 
member is a qualified individual with a dis-
ability. 

(2) Definition 

As used in paragraph (1), the term ‘‘qualified 
individual with a disability’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 12111(8) of this title. 

(b) Federal financial assistance 

Any assistance provided under this chapter 
shall constitute Federal financial assistance for 
purposes of title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.), title IX of the Edu-
cation Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et 
seq.), section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), and the Age Discrimination 
Act of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.). 

(c) Religious discrimination 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), an indi-
vidual with responsibility for the operation of 
a program that receives assistance under this 
chapter shall not discriminate on the basis of 
religion against a participant in such program 
or a member of the staff of such program who 
is paid with funds received under this chapter. 

(2) Exception 

Paragraph (1) shall not apply to the employ-
ment, with assistance provided under this 
chapter, of any member of the staff, of a pro-
gram that receives assistance under this chap-
ter, who was employed with the organization 
operating the program on the date the grant 
under this chapter was awarded. 

(d) Rules and regulations 

The Director shall promulgate rules and regu-
lations to provide for the enforcement of this 
section that shall include provisions for sum-
mary suspension of assistance for not more than 
30 days, on an emergency basis, until notice and 
an opportunity to be heard can be provided. 

(Pub. L. 93–113, title IV, § 417, Oct. 1, 1973, 87 
Stat. 413; Pub. L. 96–143, § 12, Dec. 13, 1979, 93 
Stat. 1079; Pub. L. 97–35, title VI, § 608(f)(3), Aug. 
13, 1981, 95 Stat. 488; Pub. L. 98–288, § 30(a), May 
21, 1984, 98 Stat. 197; Pub. L. 103–82, title III, § 367, 
Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 908.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a)(1), (b), and 
(c), was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 
93–113, Oct. 1, 1973, 87 Stat. 394, known as the Domestic 
Volunteer Service Act of 1973, which is classified prin-
cipally to this chapter. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 4950 of this title and Tables. 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964, referred to in subsec. (b), 
is Pub. L. 88–352, July 2, 1964, 78 Stat. 241. Title VI of 
the Act is classified generally to subchapter V (§ 2000d 
et seq.) of chapter 21 of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 2000a of this title and Tables. 

The Education Amendments of 1972, referred to in 
subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 92–318, June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 235. 
Title IX of the Act, known as the Patsy Takemoto 

Mink Equal Opportunity in Education Act, is classified 
principally to chapter 38 (§ 1681 et seq.) of Title 20, Edu-
cation. For complete classification of title IX to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1681 of 
Title 20 and Tables. 

The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, referred to in 
subsec. (b), is title III of Pub. L. 94–135, Nov. 28, 1975, 78 
Stat. 728, which is classified generally to chapter 76 
(§ 6101 et seq.) of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 6101 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–82 amended section generally, sub-
stituting present provisions for former provisions relat-
ing to nondiscrimination, which set forth: in subsec. 
(a), general rule; in subsec. (b), special rule against sex 
discrimination; and in subsec. (c), applicability of non-
discrimination authorities of certain statutes and re-
quirement for regulations. 

1984—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 98–288 struck out ‘‘and 
the Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.)’’ after 
‘‘under this chapter’’. 

1981—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 97–35 substituted ref-
erence to the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
for references to the Secretary of Health and Human 
Resources and the Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare. 

1979—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–143, § 12(a), inserted 
‘‘handicap,’’ after ‘‘age,’’ and inserted provisions re-
quiring that for purposes of this subsection, and for 
purposes of title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, sec-
tion 794 of title 29, and the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, any program, project, or activity to which volun-
teers are assigned under this chapter be deemed to be 
receiving Federal financial assistance. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–143, § 12(b), added subsec. (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–82 effective Oct. 1, 1993, 
see section 392 of Pub. L. 103–82, set out as a note under 
section 4951 of this title. 

§ 5058. Eligibility for other benefits 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no payment for supportive services or reim-
bursement of out-of-pocket expenses made to 
persons serving pursuant to subchapter II of this 
chapter shall be subject to any tax or charge or 
be treated as wages or compensation for the pur-
poses of unemployment, temporary disability, 
retirement, public assistance, workers’ com-
pensation, or similar benefit payments, or mini-
mum wage laws. This section shall become effec-
tive with respect to all payments made after Oc-
tober 1, 1973. 

(Pub. L. 93–113, title IV, § 418, Oct. 1, 1973, 87 
Stat. 413; Pub. L. 96–143, § 18(a)(2), Dec. 13, 1979, 
93 Stat. 1083; Pub. L. 98–288, § 24, May 21, 1984, 98 
Stat. 196.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–288 inserted ‘‘workers’ compensa-
tion,’’ after ‘‘public assistance,’’. 

1979—Pub. L. 96–143 substituted ‘‘subchapter II of this 
chapter’’ for ‘‘subchapters II and III of this chapter’’. 

§ 5059. Legal expenses 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law 
and pursuant to regulations which the Director 
shall prescribe, counsel may be employed and 
counsel fees, court costs, bail, and other ex-
penses incidental to the defense of volunteers 
may be paid in judicial or administrative pro-
ceedings to which full-time volunteers (or part- 
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1 So in original. The word ‘‘and’’ probably should not appear. 
2 See References in Text note below. 

time volunteers when such proceeding arises di-
rectly out of the performance of activities pur-
suant to this chapter) serving under this chapter 
have been made parties. 

(Pub. L. 93–113, title IV, § 419, Oct. 1, 1973, 87 
Stat. 413; Pub. L. 98–288, § 25, May 21, 1984, 98 
Stat. 196; Pub. L. 99–551, § 10(g), Oct. 27, 1986, 100 
Stat. 3078.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 93–113, Oct. 1, 1973, 87 Stat. 
394, known as the Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 
1973, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 4950 of this title 
and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–551 substituted ‘‘to this chapter)’’ for 
‘‘to this chapter’’. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–288 struck out ‘‘or section 637(b)(1) of 
title 15’’ after ‘‘pursuant to this chapter’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–551 effective Oct. 1, 1986, 
except as otherwise provided, see section 11 of Pub. L. 
99–551, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
4950 of this title. 

§ 5060. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–82, title III, § 368, 
Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 909 

Section, Pub. L. 93–113, title IV, § 420, Oct. 1, 1973, 87 
Stat. 414; Pub. L. 96–143, § 13(a), Dec. 13, 1979, 93 Stat. 
1080; Pub. L. 98–288, § 26, May 21, 1984, 98 Stat. 196, set 
out requirements for prescribing regulations. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1993, see section 392 of Pub. L. 
103–82, set out as an Effective Date of 1993 Amendment 
note under section 4951 of this title. 

§ 5061. Definitions 

For the purposes of this chapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘Director’’ means the Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer of the Corporation for National 
and Community Service appointed under sec-
tion 12651c of this title; 

(2) the terms ‘‘United States’’ and ‘‘States’’ 
mean the several States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, and 1 American Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and, 
for the purposes of subchapter II of this chap-
ter, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; 

(3) the term ‘‘nonprofit’’ as applied to any 
agency, institution, or organization means an 
agency, institution, or organization which is, 
or is owned and operated by, one or more cor-
porations or associations no part of the net 
earnings of which inures, or may lawfully 
inure, to the benefit of any private share-
holder or individual; 

(4) the term ‘‘poor’’ or ‘‘low-income’’ per-
sons, individuals, or volunteers means such in-
dividuals whose incomes fall at or below the 
poverty line as set forth in section 625 of the 
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, as amended 
by Public Law 92–424 (42 U.S.C. 2971d): 2 Pro-

vided, That in determining who is ‘‘poor’’ or 
‘‘low-income’’, the Director shall take into 
consideration existing poverty guidelines as 
appropriate to local situations; 

(5) the terms ‘‘public agencies or organiza-
tions’’ and ‘‘Federal, State, or local agencies’’ 
shall include any Indian tribe, band, nation, or 
other organized group or community (includ-
ing any Alaskan native village or regional vil-
lage corporation as defined in or established 
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.]) which is rec-
ognized by the United States or the State in 
which it resides as eligible for special pro-
grams and services provided to Indians be-
cause of their status as Indians; 

(6) the term ‘‘poverty line for a single indi-
vidual’’ means such poverty line as established 
by the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget in accordance with section 9902(2) 
of this title; 

(7) the term ‘‘Corporation’’ means the Cor-
poration for National and Community Service 
established under section 12651 of this title; 

(8) the term ‘‘foster grandparent’’ means a 
volunteer in the Foster Grandparent Program; 

(9) the term ‘‘Foster Grandparent Program’’ 
means the program established under part B of 
subchapter II of this chapter; 

(10) except as provided in section 5057 of this 
title, the term ‘‘individual with a disability’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
705(20)(B) of title 29; 

(11) the term ‘‘Inspector General’’ means the 
Inspector General of the Corporation; 

(12) the term ‘‘national senior volunteer’’ 
means a volunteer in the National Senior 
Service Corps; 

(13) the term ‘‘National Senior Service 
Corps’’ means the programs established under 
parts A, B, C, and E of subchapter II of this 
chapter; 

(14) the term ‘‘Retired and Senior Volunteer 
Program’’ means the program established 
under part A of subchapter II of this chapter; 

(15) the term ‘‘retired or senior volunteer’’ 
means a volunteer in the Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program; 

(16) the term ‘‘senior companion’’ means a 
volunteer in the Senior Companion Program; 

(17) the term ‘‘Senior Companion Program’’ 
means the program established under part C of 
subchapter II of this chapter; 

(18) the terms ‘‘VISTA’’ and ‘‘Volunteers in 
Service to America’’ mean the program estab-
lished under part A of subchapter I of this 
chapter; 

(19) the term ‘‘VISTA volunteer’’ means a 
volunteer in VISTA; and 

(20) the term ‘‘authorizing committees’’ 
means the Committee on Education and Labor 
of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions of the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 93–113, title IV, § 421, Oct. 1, 1973, 87 
Stat. 414; Pub. L. 99–551, §§ 6(b), 10(h), Oct. 27, 
1986, 100 Stat. 3074, 3078; Pub. L. 101–204, title IV, 
§ 403, title V, § 502(b), Dec. 7, 1989, 103 Stat. 1815, 
1817; Pub. L. 103–82, title IV, §§ 401, 404, 405(a)(10), 
Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 917, 920, 921; Pub. L. 
105–220, title IV, § 414(e), Aug. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 
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