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SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROGRAM 

CODIFICATION 

This subchapter is comprised of title I of the Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, Pub. L. 93–247. 
Title II of that Act is classified to subchapter III (§ 5116 
et seq.) of this chapter. 

§ 5101. Office on Child Abuse and Neglect 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
may establish an office to be known as the Of-
fice on Child Abuse and Neglect. 

(b) Purpose 

The purpose of the Office established under 
subsection (a) of this section shall be to execute 
and coordinate the functions and activities of 
this subchapter and subchapter III of this chap-
ter. In the event that such functions and activi-
ties are performed by another entity or entities 
within the Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Secretary shall ensure that such 

functions and activities are executed with the 
necessary expertise and in a fully coordinated 
manner involving regular intradepartmental 
and interdepartmental consultation with all 
agencies involved in child abuse and neglect ac-
tivities. 

(Pub. L. 93–247, title I, § 101, formerly § 2, Jan. 31, 
1974, 88 Stat. 5; Pub. L. 93–644, § 8(d)(1), Jan. 4, 
1975, 88 Stat. 2310; Pub. L. 95–266, title I, § 101, 
Apr. 24, 1978, 92 Stat. 205; Pub. L. 98–457, title I, 
§ 101, Oct. 9, 1984, 98 Stat. 1749; Pub. L. 99–401, 
title I, § 103(a), Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 906; Pub. 
L. 100–294, title I, § 101, Apr. 25, 1988, 102 Stat. 103; 
renumbered title I, § 101, Pub. L. 101–126, § 3(a)(1), 
(2), Oct. 25, 1989, 103 Stat. 764; Pub. L. 104–235, 
title I, § 101, Oct. 3, 1996, 110 Stat. 3064.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–235 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to Office on Child Abuse 
and Neglect for provisions relating to National Center 
on Child Abuse and Neglect. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–294 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to establishment, appoint-
ment of Director, and other staff and resources of Na-
tional Center on Child Abuse and Neglect for provisions 
relating to establishment, functions, grant and con-
tract authority, staff and resource availability, and use 
of funds of National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect. 
See sections 5105 to 5106d of this title. 

1986—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 99–401, § 103(a)(2), added 
par. (2). Former par. (2) redesignated (3). 

Subsec. (b)(3), (4). Pub. L. 99–401, § 103(a)(1), redesig-
nated former pars. (2) and (3) as (3) and (4), respectively. 
Former par. (4) redesignated (6). 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 99–401, § 103(a)(3), added par. (5). 
Former par. (5) redesignated (7). 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 99–401, § 103(a)(1), redesignated 
former par. (4) as (6). Former par. (6) redesignated (8). 

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 99–401, § 103(a)(1), (4), redesig-
nated former par. (5) as (7) and amended it generally, 
substituting ‘‘conduct research on the causes, preven-
tion, identification, and treatment of child abuse and 
neglect, and on appropriate and effective investigative, 
administrative, and judicial procedures in cases of 
child abuse’’ for ‘‘conduct research into the causes of 
child abuse and neglect, and into the prevention, iden-
tification, and treatment thereof’’. Former par. (7) re-
designated (9). 

Subsec. (b)(8), (9). Pub. L. 99–401, § 103(a)(1), redesig-
nated former pars. (6) and (7) as (8) and (9), respectively. 

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 99–401, § 103(a)(5), added par. 
(10). 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–457, § 101(a), substituted 
‘‘Health and Human Services’’ for ‘‘Health, Education, 
and Welfare’’. 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 98–457, § 101(b), amended par. (6) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (6) read as follows: 
‘‘make a complete and full study and investigation of 
the national incidence of child abuse and neglect, in-
cluding a determination of the extent to which inci-
dents of child abuse and neglect are increasing in num-
ber or severity; and’’. 

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 98–457, § 101(b), amended par. (7) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (7) read as follows: 
‘‘in consultation with Federal agencies serving on the 
Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect (estab-
lished by section 5105 of this title), prepare a compre-
hensive plan for seeking to bring about maximum co-
ordination of the goals, objectives, and activities of all 
agencies and organizations which have responsibilities 
for programs and activities related to child abuse and 
neglect, and submit such plan to such Advisory Board 
not later than twelve months after April 24, 1978.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98–457, § 101(c), substituted ‘‘The 
functions of the Secretary under subsection (b) of this 
section may be carried out’’ for ‘‘The Secretary may 
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