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§ 5104. National clearinghouse for information 
relating to child abuse 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary shall through the Department, 
or by one or more contracts of not less than 3 
years duration let through a competition, estab-
lish a national clearinghouse for information re-
lating to child abuse and neglect. 

(b) Functions 

The Secretary shall, through the clearing-
house established by subsection (a) of this sec-
tion— 

(1) maintain, coordinate, and disseminate in-
formation on effective programs, including 
private and community-based programs, that 
have demonstrated success with respect to the 
prevention, assessment, identification, and 
treatment of child abuse or neglect and hold 
the potential for broad-scale implementation 
and replication; 

(2) maintain, coordinate, and disseminate in-
formation on the medical diagnosis and treat-
ment of child abuse and neglect; 

(3) maintain and disseminate information on 
best practices relating to differential response; 

(4) maintain and disseminate information 
about the best practices used for achieving im-
provements in child protective systems; 

(5) maintain and disseminate information re-
lating to— 

(A) the incidence of cases of child abuse 
and neglect in the United States; 

(B) the incidence of such cases in popu-
lations determined by the Secretary under 
section 105(a)(1) of the Child Abuse Preven-
tion, Adoption, and Family Services Act of 
1988 (42 U.S.C. 5105 note); and 

(C) the incidence of any such cases related 
to substance abuse; 

(6) provide technical assistance upon request 
that may include an evaluation or identifica-
tion of— 

(A) various methods and procedures for the 
investigation, assessment, and prosecution 
of child physical and sexual abuse cases; 

(B) ways to mitigate psychological trauma 
to the child victim; and 

(C) effective programs carried out by the 
States under this subchapter and subchapter 
III of this chapter; 

(7) collect and disseminate information re-
lating to various training resources available 
at the State and local level to— 

(A) individuals who are engaged, or who 
intend to engage, in the prevention, identi-
fication, and treatment of child abuse and 
neglect; and 

(B) appropriate State and local officials to 
assist in training law enforcement, legal, ju-
dicial, medical, mental health, education, 
child welfare, substance abuse treatment 
services, and domestic violence services per-
sonnel; and 

(8) collect and disseminate information, in 
conjunction with the National Resource Cen-
ters authorized in section 10410(b) of this title, 
on effective programs and best practices for 
developing and carrying out collaboration be-

tween entities providing child protective serv-
ices and entities providing domestic violence 
services. 

(c) Coordination with available resources 

(1) In general 

In establishing a national clearinghouse as 
required by subsection (a) of this section, the 
Secretary shall— 

(A) consult with other Federal agencies 
that operate similar clearinghouses; 

(B) consult with the head of each agency 
involved with child abuse and neglect on the 
development of the components for informa-
tion collection and management of such 
clearinghouse and on the mechanisms for 
the sharing of such information with other 
Federal agencies and clearinghouses; 

(C) develop a Federal data system involv-
ing the elements under subsection (b) of this 
section which, to the extent practicable, co-
ordinates existing Federal, State, tribal, re-
gional, and local child welfare data systems 
which shall include— 

(i) standardized data on false, unfounded, 
unsubstantiated, and substantiated re-
ports; 

(ii) information on the number of deaths 
due to child abuse and neglect; 

(iii) information about the incidence and 
characteristics of child abuse and neglect 
in circumstances in which domestic vio-
lence is present; and 

(iv) information about the incidence and 
characteristics of child abuse and neglect 
in cases related to substance abuse; 

(D) through a national data collection and 
analysis program and in consultation with 
appropriate State and local agencies and ex-
perts in the field, collect, compile, and make 
available State child abuse and neglect re-
porting information which, to the extent 
practical, shall be universal and case specific 
and integrated with other case-based foster 
care and adoption data collected by the Sec-
retary; 

(E) compile, analyze, and publish a sum-
mary of the research conducted under sec-
tion 5105(a) of this title; 

(F) collect and disseminate information 
that describes best practices being used 
throughout the Nation for making appro-
priate referrals related to, and addressing, 
the physical, developmental, and mental 
health needs of victims of child abuse or ne-
glect; and 

(G) solicit public comment on the compo-
nents of such clearinghouse. 

(2) Confidentiality requirement 

In carrying out paragraph (1)(D), the Sec-
retary shall ensure that methods are estab-
lished and implemented to preserve the con-
fidentiality of records relating to case specific 
data. 

(Pub. L. 93–247, title I, § 103, formerly § 5, Jan. 31, 
1974, 88 Stat. 7; Pub. L. 95–266, title I, § 104, Apr. 
24, 1978, 92 Stat. 206; Pub. L. 98–457, title I, § 104, 
Oct. 9, 1984, 98 Stat. 1751; Pub. L. 100–294, title I, 
§ 101, Apr. 25, 1988, 102 Stat. 105; renumbered title 
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I, § 104, and amended Pub. L. 101–126, §§ 3(a)(1), 
(2), (b)(2), 6, Oct. 25, 1989, 103 Stat. 764, 765, 768; 
renumbered § 103 and amended Pub. L. 104–235, 
title I, §§ 104, 113(a)(1)(A), Oct. 3, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3066, 3079; Pub. L. 108–36, title I, § 111, June 25, 
2003, 117 Stat. 802; Pub. L. 111–320, title I, § 112, 
Dec. 20, 2010, 124 Stat. 3461.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 105(a)(1) of the Child Abuse Prevention, Adop-
tion, and Family Services Act of 1988, referred to in 
subsec. (b)(5)(B), is section 105(a)(1) of Pub. L. 100–294, 
which is set out as a note under section 5105 of this 
title. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 103 of Pub. L. 93–247 was classified to 
section 5103 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
104–235. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–320, § 112(1), inserted 
‘‘and neglect’’ before period at end. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 111–320, § 112(2), added pars. (1) to 
(3) and (8), redesignated former pars. (2) to (5) as (4) to 
(7), respectively, in par. (4) inserted ‘‘and disseminate’’ 
after ‘‘maintain’’, in par. (5)(B) inserted ‘‘(42 U.S.C. 5105 
note)’’ before semicolon, in par. (5)(C) substituted ‘‘sub-
stance’’ for ‘‘alcohol or drug’’, in par. (6)(C) struck out 
‘‘and’’ at end, in par. (7)(B) substituted ‘‘child welfare, 
substance abuse treatment services, and domestic vio-
lence services personnel; and’’ for ‘‘and child welfare 
personnel.’’, and struck out former par. (1) which read 
as follows: ‘‘maintain, coordinate, and disseminate in-
formation on all effective programs, including private 
and community-based programs, that show promise of 
success with respect to the prevention, assessment, 
identification, and treatment of child abuse and ne-
glect and hold the potential for broad scale implemen-
tation and replication;’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(B). Pub. L. 111–320, § 112(3)(A), added 
subpar. (B) and struck out former subpar. (B) which 
read as follows: ‘‘consult with the head of each agency 
involved with child abuse and neglect and mechanisms 
for the sharing of such information among other Fed-
eral agencies and clearinghouses on the development of 
the components for information collection and manage-
ment of such clearinghouse;’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(C). Pub. L. 111–320, § 112(3)(B), inserted 
‘‘tribal,’’ after ‘‘State,’’ in introductory provisions and 
added cls. (iii) and (iv). 

Subsec. (c)(1)(F). Pub. L. 111–320, § 112(3)(C), which di-
rected substitution of ‘‘victims of child abuse or ne-
glect’’ for ‘‘abused or neglected children’’, was executed 
by making the substitution for ‘‘abused and neglected 
children’’ to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

2003—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 108–36, § 111(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘all effective programs, including private and 
community-based programs, that show promise of suc-
cess with respect to the prevention, assessment, identi-
fication, and treatment of child abuse and neglect and 
hold the potential for broad scale implementation and 
replication;’’ for ‘‘all programs, including private pro-
grams, that show promise of success with respect to the 
prevention, assessment, identification, and treatment 
of child abuse and neglect; and’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2), (3). Pub. L. 108–36, § 111(a)(2)–(4), added 
par. (2) and redesignated former par. (2) as (3) and sub-
stituted a semicolon for period at end. 

Subsec. (b)(4), (5). Pub. L. 108–36, § 111(a)(5), added 
pars. (4) and (5). 

Subsec. (c)(1)(E). Pub. L. 108–36, § 111(b)(1), made tech-
nical amendment to reference to section 5105(a) of this 
title to reflect renumbering of corresponding section of 
original act and struck out ‘‘and’’ at end. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(F), (G). Pub. L. 108–36, § 111(b)(2), (3), 
added subpar. (F) and redesignated former subpar. (F) 
as (G). 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(1), amended 
heading and text generally. Prior to amendment, text 
read as follows: ‘‘Before the end of the 2-year period be-
ginning on April 25, 1988, the Secretary shall through 
the Center, or by contract of no less than 3 years dura-
tion let through a competition, establish a national 
clearinghouse for information relating to child abuse.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Director’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(2)(B)(ii), which di-
rected striking out ‘‘, including’’ and all that followed 
and inserting ‘‘; and’’, was executed to reflect the prob-
able intent of Congress by substituting ‘‘; and’’ for 
‘‘, including the information provided by the National 
Center for Child Abuse and Neglect under section 
5105(b) of this title;’’ which was all that followed 
‘‘, including’’ the second place it appeared. 

Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(2)(B)(ii), inserted ‘‘assessment,’’ 
after ‘‘prevention,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(2)(C), substituted 
‘‘United States’’ for ‘‘general population’’ in subpar. 
(A) and struck out subpar. (D) which read as follows: 
‘‘State and local recordkeeping with respect to such 
cases; and’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(2)(D), struck out 
par. (3) which read as follows: ‘‘directly or through con-
tract, identify effective programs carried out by the 
States pursuant to subchapter III of this chapter and 
provide technical assistance to the States in the imple-
mentation of such programs.’’ 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(A), designated 
existing provisions as par. (1), inserted heading, and 
substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Director’’ in introductory 
provisions. Former par. (1) redesignated (1)(A). 

Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(B), redesig-
nated par. (1) as (1)(A) and realigned margin. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(B). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(B), (C), redes-
ignated par. (2) as (1)(B), realigned margin, and sub-
stituted ‘‘involved with child abuse and neglect and 
mechanisms for the sharing of such information among 
other Federal agencies and clearinghouses’’ for ‘‘that is 
represented on the task force’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(C). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(B), (C), redes-
ignated par. (3) as (1)(C), realigned margin, and sub-
stituted ‘‘Federal, State, regional, and local child wel-
fare data systems which shall include— 

‘‘(i) standardized data on false, unfounded, unsub-
stantiated, and substantiated reports; and 

‘‘(ii) information on the number of deaths due to 
child abuse and neglect;’’ 

for ‘‘State, regional, and local data systems; and’’. 
Subsec. (c)(1)(D). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(F), added 

subpar. (D). Former subpar. (D) redesignated (F). 
Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(B), redesignated par. (4) as 

(1)(D) and realigned margin. 
Subsec. (c)(1)(E). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(F), added 

subpar. (E). 
Subsec. (c)(1)(F). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(E), redesig-

nated subpar. (D) as (F). 
Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(G), added par. 

(2). Former par. (2) redesignated (1)(B). 
Subsec. (c)(3), (4). Pub. L. 104–235, § 104(3)(B), redesig-

nated pars. (3) and (4) as (1)(C) and (1)(D), respectively. 
1989—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 101–126, § 3(b)(2)(A), made 

technical amendment to reference to section 5105(b) of 
this title to reflect renumbering of corresponding sec-
tion of original act. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 101–126, § 3(b)(2)(B), inserted 
‘‘of the Child Abuse Prevention, Adoption, and Family 
Services Act of 1988’’ after ‘‘section 105(a)(1)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 101–126, § 6, added par. (3). 
1988—Pub. L. 100–294 amended section generally, sub-

stituting provisions relating to national clearinghouse 
for information relating to child abuse for provisions 
relating to authorization of appropriations and funding 
requirements for child abuse and neglect and sexual 
abuse programs and projects. See section 5106h of this 
title. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–457, § 104(a), struck out designation 
‘‘(a)’’ before ‘‘There are hereby authorized’’, inserted 
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provisions authorizing appropriations of $33,500,000 for 
fiscal year 1984, $40,000,000 for fiscal year 1985, $41,500,000 
for fiscal year 1986, and $43,100,000 for fiscal year 1987, 
and substituted ‘‘this section except as provided in the 
succeeding sentence, (A) not less than $9,000,000 shall be 
available in each fiscal year to carry out section 5103(b) 
of this title (relating to State grants), (B) not less than 
$11,000,000 shall be available in each fiscal year to carry 
out sections 5103(a) (relating to demonstration or serv-
ice projects), 5101(b)(1) and 5101(b)(3) (relating to infor-
mation dissemination), 5101(b)(5) (relating to research), 
and 5103(c)(2) (relating to training, technical assist-
ance, and information dissemination) of this title, giv-
ing special consideration to continued funding of child 
abuse and neglect programs or projects (previously 
funded by the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices) of national or regional scope and demonstated 
[sic] effectiveness, (C) $5,000,000 shall be available in 
each such year for grants and contracts under section 
5103(a) of this title for identification, treatment, and 
prevention of sexual abuse, and (D) $5,000,000 shall be 
available in each such year for the purpose of making 
additional grants to the States to carry out the provi-
sions of section 5103(c)(1) of this title. With respect to 
any fiscal year in which the total amount appropriated 
under this section is less than $30,000,000, funds shall 
first be available as provided in clauses (A) and (B) in 
the preceding sentence and of the remainder one-half 
shall be available as provided for in clause (C) and one- 
half as provided for in clause (D) in the preceding sen-
tence’’ for ‘‘this section, not less than 50 per centum 
shall be used for making grants or contracts under sec-
tions 5101(b)(5) of this title (relating to research) and 
5103(a) of this title (relating to demonstration or serv-
ice projects), giving special consideration to continued 
Federal funding of child abuse and neglect programs or 
projects (previously funded by the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare) of national or regional 
scope and demonstrated effectiveness, of not less than 
25 per centum shall be used for making grants or con-
tracts under section 5103(b)(1) of this title (relating to 
grants to States) for the fiscal years ending September 
30, 1978, and September 30, 1979, respectively, and not 
less than 30 per centum shall be used for making grants 
or contracts under section 5103(b)(1) of this title (relat-
ing to grants to States) for each of the fiscal years end-
ing September 30, 1980, and September 30, 1981, respec-
tively’’. 

Pub. L. 98–457, § 104(b), struck out subsec. (b) which 
authorized appropriations for fiscal years ending Sept. 
30, 1978, Sept. 30, 1979, Sept. 30, 1980, and Sept. 30, 1981, 
respectively, for purpose of making grants and entering 
into contracts for programs and projects designed to 
prevent, identify, and treat sexual abuse of children. 

1978—Pub. L. 95–266 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), inserted provisions authorizing appropria-
tions for fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1978, through fiscal 
year ending Sept. 30, 1981, and provisions setting forth 
funding requirements for child abuse and neglect pro-
grams and projects, and added subsec. (b). 

§ 5105. Research and assistance activities 

(a) Research 

(1) Topics 

The Secretary shall, in consultation with 
other Federal agencies and recognized experts 
in the field, carry out a continuing inter-
disciplinary program of research, including 
longitudinal research, that is designed to pro-
vide information needed to better protect chil-
dren from child abuse or neglect and to im-
prove the well-being of victims of child abuse 
or neglect, with at least a portion of such re-
search being field initiated. Such research pro-
gram may focus on— 

(A) the nature and scope of child abuse and 
neglect; 

(B) causes, prevention, assessment, identi-
fication, treatment, cultural and socio-eco-
nomic distinctions, and the consequences of 
child abuse and neglect, including the effects 
of child abuse and neglect on a child’s devel-
opment and the identification of successful 
early intervention services or other services 
that are needed; 

(C) effective approaches to improving the 
relationship and attachment of infants and 
toddlers who experience child abuse or ne-
glect with their parents or primary care-
givers in circumstances where reunification 
is appropriate; 

(D) appropriate, effective and culturally 
sensitive investigative, administrative, and 
judicial systems, including multidisci-
plinary, coordinated decisionmaking proce-
dures with respect to cases of child abuse 
and neglect; 

(E) the evaluation and dissemination of 
best practices, including best practices to 
meet the needs of special populations, con-
sistent with the goals of achieving improve-
ments in the child protective services sys-
tems of the States in accordance with para-
graphs (1) through (14) of section 5106a(a) of 
this title; 

(F) effective approaches to interagency 
collaboration between the child protection 
system and the juvenile justice system that 
improve the delivery of services and treat-
ment, including methods for continuity of 
treatment plan and services as children 
transition between systems; 

(G) effective practices and programs to im-
prove activities such as identification, 
screening, medical diagnosis, forensic diag-
nosis, health evaluations, and services, in-
cluding activities that promote collabora-
tion between— 

(i) the child protective service system; 
and 

(ii)(I) the medical community, including 
providers of mental health and develop-
mental disability services; and 

(II) providers of early childhood inter-
vention services and special education for 
children who have been victims of child 
abuse or neglect; 

(H) an evaluation of the redundancies and 
gaps in the services in the field of child 
abuse and neglect prevention in order to 
make better use of resources; 

(I) effective collaborations, between the 
child protective system and domestic vio-
lence service providers, that provide for the 
safety of children exposed to domestic vio-
lence and their nonabusing parents and that 
improve the investigations, interventions, 
delivery of services, and treatments provided 
for such children and families; 

(J) the nature, scope, and practice of vol-
untary relinquishment for foster care or 
State guardianship of low-income children 
who need health services, including mental 
health services; 

(K) the impact of child abuse and neglect 
on the incidence and progression of disabil-
ities; 

(L) the nature and scope of effective prac-
tices relating to differential response, in-
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