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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of section by act Aug. 2, 1956, effective 
July 1, 1956, see section 503 of act Aug. 2, 1956. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Office of Surgeon General abolished by section 3 of 
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1966, eff. June 25, 1966, 31 F.R. 8855, 
80 Stat. 1610, and functions thereof transferred to Sec-
retary of Health, Education, and Welfare by section 1 of 
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1966, set out as a note under sec-
tion 202 of this title. Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare redesignated Secretary of Health and 
Human Services by section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96–88 which 
is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Education. Of-
fice of Surgeon General reestablished within the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Health, see Notice of De-
partment of Health and Human Services, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Health, Mar. 30, 1987, 52 F.R. 
11754. 

COMMISSION ON SYSTEMIC INTEROPERABILITY 

Pub. L. 108–173, title X, § 1012, Dec. 8, 2003, 117 Stat. 
2435, directed the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to establish a commission to be known as the 
‘‘Commission on Systemic Interoperability’’, which 
would develop a comprehensive strategy for the adop-
tion and implementation of health care information 
technology standards, and which would terminate 30 
days after submitting a report, not later than Oct. 31, 
2005, to the Secretary and to Congress, describing the 
strategy developed. 

MODEL STANDARDS WITH RESPECT TO PREVENTIVE 
HEALTH SERVICES IN COMMUNITIES 

Pub. L. 95–83, title III, § 314, Aug. 1, 1977, 91 Stat. 398, 
required the Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare, within two years of Aug. 1, 1977, to establish 
model standards with respect to preventive health serv-
ices in communities and report such standards to Con-
gress. 

TRANSFER OF EQUIPMENT 

Pub. L. 94–573, § 15, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2719, provided 
that notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare could vest 
title to equipment purchased with funds under the 
seven contracts for emergency medical services dem-
onstration projects entered into in 1972 and 1973 under 
this section (as in effect at the time the contracts were 
entered into), and by contractors with the United 
States under such contracts or subcontractors under 
such contracts, in such contractors or subcontractors 
without further obligation to the Government or on 
such terms as the Secretary considered appropriate. 

CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION OF PURPOSE 

Joint Res. July 28, 1955, ch. 417, § 2, 69 Stat. 382, pro-
vided a Congressional statement of the critical need for 
an analysis and reevaluation of the human and eco-
nomic problems of mental illness and of the resources, 
methods, and practices utilized in diagnosing, treating, 
caring for, and rehabilitating the mentally ill, both 
within and outside of institutions, as might lead to the 
development of recommendations for such better utili-
zation of those resources or such improvements on and 
new developments in methods of diagnosis, treatment, 
care, and rehabilitation as give promise of resulting in 
a marked reduction in the incidence or duration of 
mental illness and, in consequence, a lessening of the 
appalling emotional and financial drain on the families 
of those afflicted or on the economic resources of the 
States and of the Nation and a declaration of the policy 
to promote mental health and to help solve the com-
plex and the interrelated problems posed by mental ill-
ness by encouraging the undertaking of nongovern-
mental, multidisciplinary research into and reevalua-
tion of all aspects of our resources, methods, and prac-
tices for diagnosing, treating, caring for, and rehabili-

tating the mentally ill, including research aimed at the 
prevention of mental illness. 

CHILDREN’S EMOTIONAL ILLNESS STUDY; PROGRAM 
GRANTS; CONDITIONS; DEFINITIONS; APPROPRIATIONS; 
TERMS OF GRANT 

Pub. L. 89–97, title II, § 231, July 30, 1965, 79 Stat. 360, 
as amended by Pub. L. 90–248, title III, § 305, Jan. 2, 1968, 
81 Stat. 929, authorized the Secretary of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare upon the recommendation of the 
National Advisory Mental Health Council and after se-
curing the advice of experts in pediatrics and child wel-
fare, to make grants to organizations on certain condi-
tions for carrying out a program of research into and 
study of resources, methods, and practices for diagnos-
ing or preventing emotional illness in children and of 
treating, caring for, and rehabilitating children with 
emotional illnesses, defined ‘‘organization’’, and au-
thorized appropriations for the making of such grants 
for fiscal years ending June 30, 1966, and June 30, 1967, 
with such research and study to be completed not later 
than three years from the date it was inaugurated. 

§ 242c. Repealed. Pub. L. 101–239, title VI, 
§ 6103(d)(1)(A), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2205 

Section, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 305, as 
added July 3, 1956, ch. 510, § 3, 70 Stat. 490; amended Oct. 
30, 1970, Pub. L. 91–515, title II, § 210, 84 Stat. 1303; June 
18, 1973, Pub. L. 93–45, title I, § 103, 87 Stat. 91; July 23, 
1974, Pub. L. 93–353, title I, § 104, 88 Stat. 363; Oct. 8, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–460, title III, § 301, 90 Stat. 1960; Nov. 9, 1978, 
Pub. L. 95–623, § 4, 92 Stat. 3445; Aug. 13, 1981, Pub. L. 
97–35, title IX, § 919(a)(1), (2)(A), (3), (b)(1), (c), (d), 95 
Stat. 565, 566; Oct. 30, 1984, Pub. L. 98–551, §§ 5(a), (b), 6, 
98 Stat. 2817, 2819, 2820; Oct. 7, 1985, Pub. L. 99–117, § 6, 
99 Stat. 492; Nov. 14, 1986, Pub. L. 99–660, title III, 
§ 311(b)(2), 100 Stat. 3779; Dec. 1, 1987, Pub. L. 100–177, 
title I, §§ 101, 102, 101 Stat. 987; Nov. 4, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–607, title II, § 204(1), 102 Stat. 3079; Nov. 18, 1988, Pub. 
L. 100–690, title II, § 2620(b)(3), 102 Stat. 4244; Aug. 16, 
1989, Pub. L. 101–93, § 5(e)(3), 103 Stat. 612, related to Na-
tional Center for Health Services Research and Health 
Care Technology Assessment. 

TERMINATION OF NATIONAL CENTER FOR HEALTH SERV-
ICES RESEARCH AND HEALTH CARE TECHNOLOGY AS-
SESSMENT 

Pub. L. 101–239, title VI, § 6103(d)(1)(A), Dec. 19, 1989, 
103 Stat. 2205, provided in part that the National Center 
for Health Services Research and Health Care Tech-
nology Assessment is terminated. 

TRANSITIONAL AND SAVINGS PROVISIONS FOR 
PUB. L. 101–239 

For provision transferring personnel of Department 
of Health and Human Services employed on Dec. 19, 
1989, in connection with functions vested in Adminis-
trator for Health Care Policy and Research pursuant to 
amendments made by section 6103 of Pub. L. 101–239, 
and assets, liabilities, etc., of Department arising from 
or employed, held, used, or available on that date, or to 
be made available after that date, in connection with 
those functions, to Administrator for appropriate allo-
cation, and for provisions for continued effectiveness of 
actions, orders, rules, official documents, etc., of De-
partment that have been issued, made, granted, or al-
lowed to become effective in performance of those func-
tions, and that were effective on Dec. 19, 1989, see sec-
tion 6103(f) of Pub. L. 101–239, set out as a note under 
section 299 of this title. 

§ 242d. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 306, as 
added Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 871, title I, § 101, 70 Stat. 923; 
amended July 23, 1959, Pub. L. 86–105, § 1, 73 Stat. 239; 
Sept. 8, 1960, Pub. L. 88–497, § 2, 78 Stat. 613; Aug. 16, 
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1968, Pub. L. 90–490, title III, § 302(b), 82 Stat. 789; Mar. 
12, 1970, Pub. L. 91–208, § 3, 84 Stat. 52; Oct. 30, 1970, Pub. 
L. 91–515, title VI, § 601(b)(2), 84 Stat. 1311; June 18, 1973, 
Pub. L. 93–45, title I, § 104(a), 87 Stat. 91, which related 
to graduate or specialized training for physicians, engi-
neers, nurses, and other professional personnel, was re-
numbered section 312 of act July 1, 1944, by Pub. L. 
93–353 and transferred to section 244–1 of this title, and 
was subsequently repealed. 

§ 242e. Repealed. Pub. L. 93–353, title I, § 102(a), 
July 23, 1974, 88 Stat. 362 

Section, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 307, as 
added Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 871, title II, § 201, 70 Stat. 924; 
amended July 23, 1959, Pub. L. 86–105, § 2, 73 Stat. 239; 
Oct. 30, 1970, Pub. L. 91–515, title VI, § 601(b)(2), 84 Stat. 
1311, provided for a professional nurse traineeship pro-
gram for which authorization of appropriations were 
made through fiscal year ending June 30, 1964. Provi-
sion for the continuation of the program was made by 
the Nurse Training Act of 1964, which enacted section 
297 et seq. of this title. 

§§ 242f to 242j. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section 242f, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 308, as 
added July 12, 1960, Pub. L. 86–610, § 3, 74 Stat. 364, 
which related to international cooperation with respect 
to biomedical research and health services research and 
statistical activities, was renumbered section 307 of act 
July 1, 1944, by Pub. L. 93–353 and transferred to section 
242l of this title. 

Section 242g, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 309, as 
added Sept. 8, 1960, Pub. L. 86–720, § 1(a), 74 Stat. 819; 
amended Aug. 27, 1964, Pub. L. 88–497, § 3, 78 Stat. 613; 
Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–749, § 4, 80 Stat. 1190; Dec. 5, 1967, 
Pub. L. 90–147, §§ 2(g), 8(c), 81 Stat. 534, 540; Aug. 16, 1968, 
Pub. L. 90–490, title III, § 302(a), 82 Stat. 788; Mar. 12, 
1970, Pub. L. 91–208, §§ 1, 2, 84 Stat. 52; June 30, 1970, Pub. 
L. 91–296, title IV, § 401(b)(1)(B), 84 Stat. 352; June 18, 
1973, Pub. L. 93–45, title I, § 104(b), (c), 87 Stat. 91, which 
related to graduate public health training grants, was 
renumbered section 313 of act July 1, 1944, by Pub. L. 
93–353 and transferred to section 245a of this title, and 
was subsequently repealed. 

Section 242h, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 310, 
as added Sept. 25, 1962, Pub. L. 87–692, 76 Stat. 592, and 
amended and renumbered, which related to health serv-
ices for domestic agricultural migrants, was renum-
bered section 319 of act July 1, 1944, by Pub. L. 93–353, 
title I, § 102(d), July 23, 1974, 88 Stat. 362, transferred to 
section 247d of this title, and subsequently renumbered 
and transferred to section 254b of this title, prior to 
being omitted in the general amendment of subpart I 
(§ 254b et seq.) of part D of this subchapter by Pub. L. 
104–299, § 2. 

Section 242i, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 310A, 
as added Oct. 30, 1970, Pub. L. 91–515, title II, § 270, 84 
Stat. 1306; amended Nov. 18, 1971, Pub. L. 92–157, title II, 
§ 201, 85 Stat. 461, which related to administration of 
grants in multigrant projects, was renumbered section 
226 of act July 1, 1944, by Pub. L. 93–353 and transferred 
to section 235 of this title. 

Section 242j, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 310B, 
as added Oct. 30, 1970, Pub. L. 91–515, title II, § 280, 84 
Stat. 1307, which provided for and annual report by Sec-
retary on activities related to health facilities and 
services and expenditure of funds, was renumbered sec-
tion 227 of act July 1, 1944, by Pub. L. 93–353 and trans-
ferred to section 236 of this title, and was subsequently 
repealed. 

§ 242k. National Center for Health Statistics 

(a) Establishment; appointment of Director; sta-
tistical and epidemiological activities 

There is established in the Department of 
Health and Human Services the National Center 

for Health Statistics (hereinafter in this section 
referred to as the ‘‘Center’’) which shall be 
under the direction of a Director who shall be 
appointed by the Secretary. The Secretary, act-
ing through the Center, shall conduct and sup-
port statistical and epidemiological activities 
for the purpose of improving the effectiveness, 
efficiency, and quality of health services in the 
United States. 

(b) Duties 

In carrying out subsection (a) of this section, 
the Secretary, acting through the Center, 

(1) shall collect statistics on— 
(A) the extent and nature of illness and 

disability of the population of the United 
States (or of any groupings of the people in-
cluded in the population), including life ex-
pectancy, the incidence of various acute and 
chronic illnesses, and infant and maternal 
morbidity and mortality, 

(B) the impact of illness and disability of 
the population on the economy of the United 
States and on other aspects of the well-being 
of its population (or of such groupings), 

(C) environmental, social, and other health 
hazards, 

(D) determinants of health, 
(E) health resources, including physicians, 

dentists, nurses, and other health profes-
sionals by specialty and type of practice and 
the supply of services by hospitals, extended 
care facilities, home health agencies, and 
other health institutions, 

(F) utilization of health care, including 
utilization of (i) ambulatory health services 
by specialties and types of practice of the 
health professionals providing such services, 
and (ii) services of hospitals, extended care 
facilities, home health agencies, and other 
institutions, 

(G) health care costs and financing, includ-
ing the trends in health care prices and cost, 
the sources of payments for health care serv-
ices, and Federal, State, and local govern-
mental expenditures for health care services, 
and 

(H) family formation, growth, and dissolu-
tion; 

(2) shall undertake and support (by grant or 
contract) research, demonstrations, and eval-
uations respecting new or improved methods 
for obtaining current data on the matters re-
ferred to in paragraph (1); 

(3) may undertake and support (by grant or 
contract) epidemiological research, dem-
onstrations, and evaluations on the matters 
referred to in paragraph (1); and 

(4) may collect, furnish, tabulate, and ana-
lyze statistics, and prepare studies, on matters 
referred to in paragraph (1) upon request of 
public and nonprofit private entities under ar-
rangements under which the entities will pay 
the cost of the service provided. 

Amounts appropriated to the Secretary from 
payments made under arrangements made under 
paragraph (4) shall be available to the Secretary 
for obligation until expended. 

(c) Statistical and epidemiological compilations 
and surveys 

The Center shall furnish such special statis-
tical and epidemiological compilations and sur-
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