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§254c-7. Special needs adoption programs; pub-
lic awareness campaign and other activities

(a) Special needs adoption awareness campaign
(1) In general

The Secretary shall, through making grants
to nonprofit private entities, provide for the
planning, development, and carrying out of a
national campaign to provide information to
the public regarding the adoption of children
with special needs.

(2) Input on planning and development

In providing for the planning and develop-
ment of the national campaign under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall provide for input
from a number and variety of adoption organi-
zations throughout the States in order that
the full national diversity of interests among
adoption organizations is represented in the
planning and development of the campaign.

(3) Certain features

With respect to the national campaign under
paragraph (1):

(A) The campaign shall be directed at var-
ious populations, taking into account as ap-
propriate differences among geographic re-
gions, and shall be carried out in the lan-
guage and cultural context that is most ap-
propriate to the population involved.

(B) The means through which the cam-
paign may be carried out include—

(i) placing public service announcements
on television, radio, and billboards; and

(ii) providing information through
means that the Secretary determines will
reach individuals who are most likely to
adopt children with special needs.

(C) The campaign shall provide informa-
tion on the subsidies and supports that are
available to individuals regarding the adop-
tion of children with special needs.

(D) The Secretary may provide that the
placement of public service announcements,
and the dissemination of brochures and
other materials, is subject to review by the
Secretary.

(4) Matching requirement
(A) In general

With respect to the costs of the activities
to be carried out by an entity pursuant to
paragraph (1), a condition for the receipt of
a grant under such paragraph is that the en-
tity agree to make available (directly or
through donations from public or private en-
tities) non-Federal contributions toward
such costs in an amount that is not less than
25 percent of such costs.

(B) Determination of amount contributed

Non-Federal contributions under subpara-
graph (A) may be in cash or in kind, fairly
evaluated, including plant, equipment, or
services. Amounts provided by the Federal
Government, or services assisted or sub-
sidized to any significant extent by the Fed-
eral Government, may not be included in de-
termining the amount of such contributions.

(b) National resources program

The Secretary shall (directly or through grant
or contract) carry out a program that, through
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toll-free telecommunications, makes available
to the public information regarding the adop-
tion of children with special needs. Such infor-
mation shall include the following:

(1) A list of national, State, and regional or-
ganizations that provide services regarding
such adoptions, including exchanges and other
information on communicating with the orga-
nizations. The list shall represent the full na-
tional diversity of adoption organizations.

(2) Information beneficial to individuals who
adopt such children, including lists of support
groups for adoptive parents and other
postadoptive services.

(c) Other programs

With respect to the adoption of children with
special needs, the Secretary shall make grants—
(1) to provide assistance to support groups
for adoptive parents, adopted children, and
siblings of adopted children; and
(2) to carry out studies to identify—
(A) the barriers to completion of the adop-
tion process; and
(B) those components that lead to favor-
able long-term outcomes for families that
adopt children with special needs.
(d) Application for grant

The Secretary may make an award of a grant
or contract under this section only if an applica-
tion for the award is submitted to the Secretary
and the application is in such form, is made in
such manner, and contains such agreements, as-
surances, and information as the Secretary de-
termines to be necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

(e) Funding

For the purpose of carrying out this section,
there are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary for each of the fiscal
years 2001 through 2005.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, §330G, as added
Pub. L. 106-310, div. A, title XII, §1211, Oct. 17,
2000, 114 Stat. 1135.)

§ 254c-8. Healthy start for infants

(a) In general
(1) Continuation and expansion of program

The Secretary, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the Health Resources and Services
Administration, Maternal and Child Health
Bureau, shall under authority of this section
continue in effect the Healthy Start Initiative
and may, during fiscal year 2001 and subse-
quent years, carry out such program on a na-
tional basis.

(2) Definition

For purposes of paragraph (1), the term
‘“Healthy Start Initiative” is a reference to
the program that, as an initiative to reduce
the rate of infant mortality and improve peri-
natal outcomes, makes grants for project
areas with high annual rates of infant mortal-
ity and that, prior to the effective date of this
section, was a demonstration program carried
out under section 241 of this title.

(b) Considerations in making grants
(1) Requirements

In making grants under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall require that applicants (in ad-
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