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advisory committee established pursuant to the Public 
Health Service Act shall terminate at such time as 
may be specifically prescribed by an Act of Congress 
enacted after Jan. 4, 1975. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

§ 254k. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) For the purpose of carrying out this sub-
part, there are authorized to be appropriated 
such sums as may be necessary for each of the 
fiscal years 2008 through 2012. 

(b) An appropriation under an authorization 
under subsection (a) of this section for any fiscal 
year may be made at any time before that fiscal 
year and may be included in an Act making an 
appropriation under an authorization under sub-
section (a) of this section for another fiscal 
year; but no funds may be made available from 
any appropriation under such authorization for 
obligation under sections 254d through 254h, sec-
tion 254i, and section 254j of this title before the 
fiscal year for which such appropriation is au-
thorized. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 338, as added Pub. 
L. 94–484, title IV, § 407(b)(3), Oct. 12, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2278; amended Pub. L. 95–626, title I, § 122, 
Nov. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 3570; Pub. L. 96–76, title II, 
§ 202(c), Sept. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 582; Pub. L. 97–35, 
title XXVII, § 2708, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 908; 
Pub. L. 100–177, title III, § 305, Dec. 1, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1004; Pub. L. 101–597, title I, § 108, Nov. 16, 
1990, 104 Stat. 3021; Pub. L. 107–251, title III, § 308, 
Oct. 26, 2002, 116 Stat. 1649; Pub. L. 110–355, 
§ 3(a)(1), Oct. 8, 2008, 122 Stat. 3993.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–355 substituted ‘‘2008 
through 2012’’ for ‘‘2002 through 2006’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–251 struck out par. (1) 
designation before ‘‘For the purpose’’, substituted ‘‘2002 
through 2006’’ for ‘‘1991 through 2000’’, and struck out 
par. (2) which read as follows: ‘‘In the case of individ-
uals who serve in the Corps other than pursuant to ob-
ligated service under the Scholarship or Loan Repay-
ment Program, the Secretary each fiscal year shall, to 
the extent practicable, make assignments under sec-
tion 254f of this title of such individuals who are cer-
tified nurse midwives, certified nurse practitioners, or 
physician assistants.’’ 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–597 added subsec. (a) and 
struck out former subsec. (a) which read as follows: 
‘‘To carry out this subpart, there are authorized to be 
appropriated $65,000,000 for fiscal year 1988, $65,000,000 
for fiscal year 1989, and $65,000,000 for fiscal year 1990.’’ 

1987—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–177 amended subsec. (a) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘To carry out the purposes of this subpart, there 
are authorized to be appropriated $47,000,000 for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 1978; $64,000,000 for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1979; $82,000,000 for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1980; $110,000,000 for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1982; $120,000,000 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1983; and 
$130,000,000 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
1984.’’ 

1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–35, § 2708(a), inserted pro-
visions authorizing appropriations for fiscal years end-
ing Sept. 30, 1982, 1983, and 1984. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–35, § 2708(b), substituted ref-
erence to sections 254d to 254h, 254i, and 254j of this 
title for reference to this subpart. 

1979—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–76 substituted 
‘‘$82,000,000’’ for ‘‘$70,000,000’’. 

1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–626 substituted 
‘‘$64,000,000’’ for ‘‘$57,000,000’’ as amount authorized to 
be appropriated for fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1979. 

SUBPART III—SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM AND LOAN 
REPAYMENT PROGRAM 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–177, title II, § 202(f), Dec. 1, 1987, 101 
Stat. 999, inserted subpart III heading and redesignated 
former subpart III as IV. 

§ 254l. National Health Service Corps Scholar-
ship Program 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish the National 
Health Service Corps Scholarship Program to 
assure, with respect to the provision of primary 
health services pursuant to section 254d(a)(2) of 
this title— 

(1) an adequate supply of physicians, den-
tists, behavioral and mental health profes-
sionals, certified nurse midwives, certified 
nurse practitioners, and physician assistants; 
and 

(2) if needed by the Corps, an adequate sup-
ply of other health professionals. 

(b) Eligibility; application; written contract 

To be eligible to participate in the Scholarship 
Program, an individual must— 

(1) be accepted for enrollment, or be en-
rolled, as a full-time student (A) in an accred-
ited (as determined by the Secretary) edu-
cational institution in a State and (B) in a 
course of study or program, offered by such in-
stitution and approved by the Secretary, lead-
ing to a degree in medicine, osteopathic medi-
cine, dentistry, or other health profession, or 
an appropriate degree from a graduate pro-
gram of behavioral and mental health; 

(2) be eligible for, or hold, an appointment as 
a commissioned officer in the Regular or Re-
serve Corps of the Service or be eligible for se-
lection for civilian service in the Corps; 

(3) submit an application to participate in 
the Scholarship Program; and 

(4) sign and submit to the Secretary, at the 
time of submittal of such application, a writ-
ten contract (described in subsection (f) of this 
section) to accept payment of a scholarship 
and to serve (in accordance with this subpart) 
for the applicable period of obligated service 
in a health professional shortage area. 

(c) Review and evaluation of information and 
forms by prospective applicant 

(1) In disseminating application forms and 
contract forms to individuals desiring to partici-
pate in the Scholarship Program, the Secretary 
shall include with such forms— 

(A) a fair summary of the rights and liabil-
ities of an individual whose application is ap-
proved (and whose contract is accepted) by the 
Secretary, including in the summary a clear 
explanation of the damages to which the 
United States is entitled under section 254o of 
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