
Page 640 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 288 

1 So in original. Reference to Administration probably should 

not appear. 

tion to the Director of NIH for inclusion in the 
report submitted to the President and the Con-
gress under section 283 of this title. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, § 486B, as added 
Pub. L. 103–43, title I, § 141(a)(3), June 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 139.) 

PART G—AWARDS AND TRAINING 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–43, title I, § 141(a)(2), June 10, 1993, 
107 Stat. 136, redesignated part F ‘‘Awards and Train-
ing’’ as G. Former part G ‘‘General Provisions’’ redesig-
nated H. 

§ 288. Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research 
Service Awards 

(a) Biomedical and behavioral research and re-
search training; programs and institutions 
included; restriction; special consideration 

(1) The Secretary shall— 
(A) provide Ruth L. Kirschstein National Re-

search Service Awards for— 
(i) biomedical and behavioral research at 

the National Institutes of Health in matters 
relating to the cause, diagnosis, prevention, 
and treatment of the diseases or other 
health problems to which the activities of 
the National Institutes of Health and Ad-
ministration 1 are directed; 

(ii) training at the National Institutes of 
Health and at the Administration 1 of indi-
viduals to undertake such research; 

(iii) biomedical and behavioral research 
and health services research (including re-
search in primary medical care) at public 
and nonprofit private entities; and 

(iv) pre-doctoral and post-doctoral train-
ing at public and private institutions of indi-
viduals to undertake biomedical and behav-
ioral research; 

(B) make grants to public and nonprofit pri-
vate institutions to enable such institutions 
to make Ruth L. Kirschstein National Re-
search Service Awards for research (and train-
ing to undertake biomedical and behavioral 
research) in the matters described in subpara-
graph (A)(i) to individuals selected by such in-
stitutions; and 

(C) provide contracts for scholarships and 
loan repayments in accordance with sections 
288–4 and 288–5 of this title, subject to provid-
ing not more than an aggregate 50 such con-
tracts during the fiscal years 1994 through 
1996. 

A reference in this subsection to the National 
Institutes of Health shall be considered to in-
clude the institutes, agencies, divisions, and bu-
reaus included in the National Institutes of 
Health or under the Administration,1 as the case 
may be. 

(2) Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research 
Service Awards may not be used to support resi-
dency training of physicians and other health 
professionals. 

(3) In awarding Ruth L. Kirschstein National 
Research Service Awards under this section, the 

Secretary shall take account of the Nation’s 
overall need for biomedical research personnel 
by giving special consideration to physicians 
who agree to undertake a minimum of two years 
of biomedical research. 

(4) The Secretary shall carry out paragraph (1) 
in a manner that will result in the recruitment 
of women, and individuals from disadvantaged 
backgrounds (including racial and ethnic mi-
norities), into fields of biomedical or behavioral 
research and in the provision of research train-
ing to women and such individuals. 

(b) Prerequisites for Award; review and approval 
by appropriate advisory councils; Award pe-
riod; uses for Award; payments to non-Fed-
eral public or nonprofit private institutions 

(1) No Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research 
Service Award may be made by the Secretary to 
any individual unless— 

(A) the individual has submitted to the Sec-
retary an application therefor and the Sec-
retary has approved the application; 

(B) the individual provides, in such form and 
manner as the Secretary shall by regulation 
prescribe, assurances satisfactory to the Sec-
retary that the individual will meet the serv-
ice requirement of subsection (c) of this sec-
tion; and 

(C) in the case of a Ruth L. Kirschstein Na-
tional Research Service Award for a purpose 
described in subsection (a)(1)(A)(iii) of this 
section, the individual has been sponsored (in 
such manner as the Secretary may by regula-
tion require) by the institution at which the 
research or training under the award will be 
conducted. 

An application for an award shall be in such 
form, submitted in such manner, and contain 
such information, as the Secretary may by regu-
lation prescribe. 

(2) The making of grants under subsection 
(a)(1)(B) of this section for Ruth L. Kirschstein 
National Research Service Awards shall be sub-
ject to review and approval by the appropriate 
advisory councils within the Department of 
Health and Human Services (A) whose activities 
relate to the research or training under the 
awards, or (B) for the entity at which such re-
search or training will be conducted. 

(3) No grant may be made under subsection 
(a)(1)(B) of this section unless an application 
therefor has been submitted to and approved by 
the Secretary. Such application shall be in such 
form, submitted in such manner, and contain 
such information, as the Secretary may by regu-
lation prescribe. Subject to the provisions of 
this section (other than paragraph (1)), Ruth L. 
Kirschstein National Research Service Awards 
made under a grant under subsection (a)(1)(B) of 
this section shall be made in accordance with 
such regulations as the Secretary shall pre-
scribe. 

(4) The period of any Ruth L. Kirschstein Na-
tional Research Service Award made to any in-
dividual under subsection (a) of this section may 
not exceed— 

(A) five years in the aggregate for pre-doc-
toral training; and 

(B) three years in the aggregate for post-doc-
toral training; 
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unless the Secretary for good cause shown 
waives the application of such limit to such in-
dividual. 

(5) Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research 
Service Awards shall provide for such stipends, 
tuition, fees, and allowances (including travel 
and subsistence expenses and dependency allow-
ances), adjusted periodically to reflect increases 
in the cost of living, for the recipients of the 
awards as the Secretary may deem necessary. A 
Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service 
Award made to an individual for research or re-
search training at a non-Federal public or non-
profit private institution shall also provide for 
payments to be made to the institution for the 
cost of support services (including the cost of 
faculty salaries, supplies, equipment, general re-
search support, and related items) provided such 
individual by such institution. The amount of 
any such payments to any institution shall be 
determined by the Secretary and shall bear a di-
rect relationship to the reasonable costs of the 
institution for establishing and maintaining the 
quality of its biomedical and behavioral re-
search and training programs. 

(c) Health research or teaching; service period; 
recovery upon noncompliance with service 
requirement, formula; cancellation or waiver 
of obligation 

(1) Each individual who is awarded a Ruth L. 
Kirschstein National Research Service Award 
for postdoctoral research training shall, in ac-
cordance with paragraph (3), engage in research 
training, research, or teaching that is health-re-
lated (or any combination thereof) for the period 
specified in paragraph (2). Such period shall be 
served in accordance with the usual patterns of 
scientific employment. 

(2)(A) The period referred to in paragraph (1) is 
12 months, or one month for each month for 
which the individual involved receives a Ruth L. 
Kirschstein National Research Service Award 
for postdoctoral research training, whichever is 
less. 

(B) With respect to postdoctoral research 
training, in any case in which an individual re-
ceives a Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research 
Service Award for more than 12 months, the 13th 
month and each subsequent month of perform-
ing activities under the Award shall be consid-
ered to be activities engaged in toward satisfac-
tion of the requirement established in paragraph 
(1) regarding a period of service. 

(3) The requirement of paragraph (1) shall be 
complied with by any individual to whom it ap-
plies within such reasonable period of time, 
after the completion of such individual’s award, 
as the Secretary shall by regulation prescribe. 
The Secretary shall by regulation prescribe the 
type of research and teaching in which an indi-
vidual may engage to comply with such require-
ment and such other requirements respecting re-
search and teaching as the Secretary considers 
appropriate. 

(4)(A) If any individual to whom the require-
ment of paragraph (1) is applicable fails, within 
the period prescribed by paragraph (3), to com-
ply with such requirements, the United States 
shall be entitled to recover from such individual 
an amount determined in accordance with the 
formula— 

t¥s
A=φ +——, 

t

in which ‘‘A’’ is the amount the United States is 
entitled to recover; ‘‘φ’’ is the sum of the total 
amount paid under one or more Ruth L. 
Kirschstein National Research Service Awards 
to such individual; ‘‘t’’ is the total number of 
months in such individual’s service obligation; 
and ‘‘s’’ is the number of months of such obliga-
tion served by such individual in accordance 
with paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection. 

(B) Any amount which the United States is en-
titled to recover under subparagraph (A) shall, 
within the three-year period beginning on the 
date the United States becomes entitled to re-
cover such amount, be paid to the United States. 
Until any amount due the United States under 
subparagraph (A) on account of any Ruth L. 
Kirschstein National Research Service Award is 
paid, there shall accrue to the United States in-
terest on such amount at a rate fixed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury after taking into con-
sideration private consumer rates of interest 
prevailing on the date the United States be-
comes entitled to such amount. 

(5)(A) Any obligation of an individual under 
paragraph (1) shall be canceled upon the death of 
such individual. 

(B) The Secretary shall by regulation provide 
for the waiver or suspension of any such obliga-
tion applicable to any individual whenever com-
pliance by such individual is impossible or 
would involve substantial hardship to such indi-
vidual or would be against equity and good con-
science. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, § 487, as added Pub. 
L. 99–158, § 2, Nov. 20, 1985, 99 Stat. 869; amended 
Pub. L. 100–607, title I, § 151, title VI, § 635, Nov. 
4, 1988, 102 Stat. 3058, 3148; Pub. L. 101–93, § 5(d), 
Aug. 16, 1989, 103 Stat. 612; Pub. L. 101–239, title 
VI, § 6103(e)(7), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2208; Pub. 
L. 102–321, title I, § 163(b)(4), July 10, 1992, 106 
Stat. 376; Pub. L. 103–43, title XVI, §§ 1601, 1602, 
1632, 1641, title XX, § 2008(b)(14), June 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 181, 186, 211; Pub. L. 106–129, § 2(b)(2), Dec. 
6, 1999, 113 Stat. 1670; Pub. L. 107–206, title I, 
§ 804(a), (b), Aug. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 874; Pub. L. 
109–482, title I, § 103(b)(47), Jan. 15, 2007, 120 Stat. 
3688.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–482 struck out subsec. 
(d) which related to authorization and apportionment 
of appropriations. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–206 inserted ‘‘Ruth L. Kirschstein’’ 
before ‘‘National Research Service Award’’ and ‘‘Na-
tional Research Service Awards’’ wherever appearing in 
section catchline and text. 

1999—Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 106–129 substituted 
‘‘Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality’’ for 
‘‘Agency for Health Care Policy and Research’’. 

1993—Subsec. (a)(1)(C). Pub. L. 103–43, § 1632, added 
subpar. (C). 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 103–43, § 1601, added par. (4). 
Subsec. (c)(1), (2). Pub. L. 103–43, § 1602, added pars. (1) 

and (2) and struck out former pars. (1) and (2) which 
read as follows: 

‘‘(1) Each individual who is awarded a National Re-
search Service Award (other than an individual who is 
a pre-baccalaureate student who is awarded a National 
Research Service Award for research training) shall, in 
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accordance with paragraph (3), engage in health re-
search or teaching or any combination thereof which is 
in accordance with the usual patterns of academic em-
ployment, for a period computed in accordance with 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) For each month for which an individual receives 
a National Research Service Award which is made for 
a period in excess of twelve months, such individual 
shall engage in one month of health research or teach-
ing or any combination thereof which is in accordance 
with the usual patterns of academic employment.’’ 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103–43, § 1641(1), amended first sen-
tence generally. Prior to amendment, first sentence 
read as follows: ‘‘For the purpose of making payments 
under National Research Service Awards and under 
grants for such Awards, there are authorized to be ap-
propriated $300,000,000 for fiscal year 1989 and such sums 
as may be necessary for fiscal year 1990.’’ 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 103–43, §§ 1641(2), 2008(b)(14), sub-
stituted ‘‘1 percent’’ for ‘‘one-half of one percent’’ in 
two places, ‘‘293k, 293l, or 293m’’ for ‘‘295g, 295g–4, or 
295g–6’’, and ‘‘242b(a)’’ for ‘‘242b(a)(3)’’. 

1992—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 102–321 struck out ‘‘and 
the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Adminis-
tration’’ before ‘‘in matters relating to’’ in subpar. 
(A)(i) and struck out ‘‘or the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and 
Mental Health Administration’’ before ‘‘shall be con-
sidered’’ in last sentence. 

1989—Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 101–93 directed that par. 
(3), as similarly amended by sections 151(2) and 635 of 
Pub. L. 100–607, be amended to read as if the amend-
ment made by such section 635 had not been enacted. 
See 1988 Amendment note below. 

Subsec. (d)(3)(B). Pub. L. 101–239 substituted ‘‘Agency 
for Health Care Policy and Research’’ for ‘‘National 
Center for Health Services Research and Health Care 
Technology Assessment’’. 

1988—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 100–607, § 151(1), amended 
first sentence generally. Prior to amendment, first sen-
tence read as follows: ‘‘There are authorized to be ap-
propriated to make payments under National Research 
Service Awards and under grants for such awards 
$244,000,000 for fiscal year 1986, $260,000,000 for fiscal 
year 1987, and $275,000,000 for fiscal year 1988.’’ 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 100–607, §§ 151(2), 635, made iden-
tical amendments, inserting ‘‘to the Secretary, acting 
through the Administrator of the Health Resources and 
Services Administration,’’ after first reference to 
‘‘available’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Pub. L. 107–206, title I, § 804(c), Aug. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 
874, provided that: ‘‘Any reference in any law (other 
than this Act [see Tables for classification]), regula-
tion, document, record, map, or other paper of the 
United States to ‘National Research Service Awards’ 
shall be considered to be a reference to ‘Ruth L. 
Kirschstein National Research Service Awards’.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2007 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–482 applicable only with 
respect to amounts appropriated for fiscal year 2007 or 
subsequent fiscal years, see section 109 of Pub. L. 
109–482, set out as a note under section 281 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–321 effective Oct. 1, 1992, 
with provision for programs providing financial assist-
ance, see section 801(c), (d) of Pub. L. 102–321, set out as 
a note under section 236 of this title. 

§ 288–1. Loan repayment program for research 
with respect to acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall carry out a program of en-
tering into agreements with appropriately quali-

fied health professionals under which such 
health professionals agree to conduct, as em-
ployees of the National Institutes of Health, re-
search with respect to acquired immune defi-
ciency syndrome in consideration of the Federal 
Government agreeing to repay, for each year of 
such service, not more than $35,000 of the prin-
cipal and interest of the educational loans of 
such health professionals. 

(b) Applicability of certain provisions 

With respect to the National Health Service 
Corps Loan Repayment Program established in 
subpart III of part D of subchapter II of this 
chapter, the provisions of such subpart shall, ex-
cept as inconsistent with subsection (a) of this 
section, apply to the program established in 
such subsection (a) of this section in the same 
manner and to the same extent as such provi-
sions apply to the National Health Service Corps 
Loan Repayment Program established in such 
subpart. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, § 487A, as added 
Pub. L. 100–607, title VI, § 634(a), Nov. 4, 1988, 102 
Stat. 3148; amended Pub. L. 103–43, title XVI, 
§ 1611(a), June 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 181; Pub. L. 
105–392, title IV, § 410(a), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3589; Pub. L. 109–482, title I, § 103(b)(48), Jan. 15, 
2007, 120 Stat. 3688.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–482 struck out heading 
and text of subsec. (c). Text read as follows: ‘‘For the 
purpose of carrying out this section, there are author-
ized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary 
for each of the fiscal years 1994 through 2001.’’ 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–392, § 410(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘$35,000’’ for ‘‘$20,000’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–392, § 410(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘2001’’ for ‘‘1996’’. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–43 amended section generally, in 
subsec. (a) redesignating former par. (1) as entire sub-
sec., striking out provisions setting a deadline for im-
plementation of the program and former par. (2) con-
taining a limitation that the health professional have 
a substantial amount of educational loans relative to 
income and not have been employed at the National In-
stitutes of Health during the 1-year period preceding 
Nov. 4, 1988, reenacting subsec. (b) without change, and 
in subsec. (c) redesignating former par. (1) as entire 
subsec., substituting authorization of appropriations 
for fiscal years 1994 through 1996 for authorization of 
appropriations for fiscal years 1989 through 1991, and 
striking out former par. (2) relating to continued avail-
ability of appropriated amounts. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2007 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–482 applicable only with 
respect to amounts appropriated for fiscal year 2007 or 
subsequent fiscal years, see section 109 of Pub. L. 
109–482, set out as a note under section 281 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–43, title XVI, § 1611(b), June 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 182, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] does not apply to 
any agreement entered into under section 487A of the 
Public Health Service Act [42 U.S.C. 288–1] before the 
date of the enactment of this Act [June 10, 1993]. Each 
such agreement continues to be subject to the terms of 
the agreement in effect on the day before such date.’’ 
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