§6908

changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-
mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Seventh
Congress, Jan. 3, 2001.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of certain enforcement functions of Ad-
ministrator or other official of Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under this chapter to Federal Inspector,
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas
Transportation System, and subsequent transfer to
Secretary of Energy, then to Federal Coordinator for
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Projects, see note
set out under section 6903 of this title.

§6908. Small town environmental planning

(a) Establishment

The Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (hereafter referred to as the
““Administrator’) shall establish a program to
assist small communities in planning and fi-
nancing environmental facilities. The program
shall be known as the ‘‘Small Town Environ-
mental Planning Program’’.

(b) Small Town Environmental Planning Task
Force

(1) The Administrator shall establish a Small
Town Environmental Planning Task Force
which shall be composed of representatives of
small towns from different areas of the United
States, Federal and State governmental agen-
cies, and public interest groups. The Adminis-
trator shall terminate the Task Force not later
than 2 years after the establishment of the Task
Force.

(2) The Task Force shall—

(A) identify regulations developed pursuant
to Federal environmental laws which pose sig-
nificant compliance problems for small towns;

(B) identify means to improve the working
relationship between the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (hereafter referred to as the
Agency) and small towns;

(C) review proposed regulations for the pro-
tection of the environmental and public health
and suggest revisions that could improve the
ability of small towns to comply with such
regulations;

(D) identify means to promote regionaliza-
tion of environmental treatment systems and
infrastructure serving small towns to improve
the economic condition of such systems and
infrastructure; and

(BE) provide such other assistance to the Ad-
ministrator as the Administrator deems ap-
propriate.

(c) Identification of environmental requirements

(1) Not later than 6 months after October 6,
1992, the Administrator shall publish a list of re-
quirements under Federal environmental and
public health statutes (and the regulations de-
veloped pursuant to such statutes) applicable to
small towns. Not less than annually, the Admin-
istrator shall make such additions and deletions
to and from the list as the Administrator deems
appropriate.

(2) The Administrator shall, as part of the
Small Town Environmental Planning Program
under this section, implement a program to no-
tify small communities of the regulations iden-
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tified under paragraph (1) and of future regula-
tions and requirements through methods that
the Administrator determines to be effective to
provide information to the greatest number of
small communities, including any of the follow-
ing:

(A) Newspapers and other periodicals.

(B) Other news media.

(C) Trade, municipal, and other associations
that the Administrator determines to be ap-
propriate.

(D) Direct mail.

(d) Small Town Ombudsman

The Administrator shall establish and staff an
Office of the Small Town Ombudsman. The Of-
fice shall provide assistance to small towns in
connection with the Small Town Environmental
Planning Program and other business with the
Agency. Each regional office shall identify a
small town contact. The Small Town Ombuds-
man and the regional contacts also may assist
larger communities, but only if first priority is
given to providing assistance to small towns.

(e) Multi-media permits

(1) The Administrator shall conduct a study of
establishing a multi-media permitting program
for small towns. Such evaluation shall include
an analysis of—

(A) environmental benefits and liabilities of
a multi-media permitting program;

(B) the potential of using such a program to
coordinate a small town’s environmental and
public health activities; and

(C) the legal barriers, if any, to the estab-
lishment of such a program.

(2) Within 3 years after October 6, 1992, the Ad-
ministrator shall report to Congress on the re-
sults of the evaluation performed in accordance
with paragraph (1). Included in this report shall
be a description of the activities conducted pur-
suant to subsections (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion.

(f) “Small town” defined

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘small
town” means an incorporated or unincorporated
community (as defined by the Administrator)
with a population of less than 2,500 individuals.

(g) Authorization
There is authorized to be appropriated the sum
of $500,000 to implement this section.

(Pub. L. 102-386, title I, §109, Oct. 6, 1992, 106
Stat. 15615.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Federal Facility
Compliance Act of 1992, and not as part of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act which comprises this chapter.

§6908a. Agreements with Indian tribes

On and after October 21, 1998, the Adminis-
trator is authorized to enter into assistance
agreements with Federally! recognized Indian
tribes on such terms and conditions as the Ad-
ministrator deems appropriate for the develop-
ment and implementation of programs to man-

180 in original. Probably should not be capitalized.
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