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(c) Inadequate plans 

Implementation plans for nonattainment 
areas for sulfur oxides or nitrogen dioxide with 
plans that were approved by the Administrator 
before November 15, 1990, but, subsequent to 
such approval, were found by the Administrator 
to be substantially inadequate, shall provide for 
attainment of the relevant primary standard 
within 5 years from the date of such finding. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 192, as added Pub. 
L. 101–549, title I, § 106, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2463.) 

SUBPART 6—SAVINGS PROVISIONS 

§ 7515. General savings clause 

Each regulation, standard, rule, notice, order 
and guidance promulgated or issued by the Ad-
ministrator under this chapter, as in effect be-
fore November 15, 1990, shall remain in effect ac-
cording to its terms, except to the extent other-
wise provided under this chapter, inconsistent 
with any provision of this chapter, or revised by 
the Administrator. No control requirement in 
effect, or required to be adopted by an order, 
settlement agreement, or plan in effect before 
November 15, 1990, in any area which is a non-
attainment area for any air pollutant may be 
modified after November 15, 1990, in any manner 
unless the modification insures equivalent or 
greater emission reductions of such air pollut-
ant. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 193, as added Pub. 
L. 101–549, title I, § 108(l), Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2469.) 

SUBCHAPTER II—EMISSION STANDARDS 
FOR MOVING SOURCES 

PART A—MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSION AND FUEL 
STANDARDS 

§ 7521. Emission standards for new motor vehi-
cles or new motor vehicle engines 

(a) Authority of Administrator to prescribe by 
regulation 

Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) 
of this section— 

(1) The Administrator shall by regulation pre-
scribe (and from time to time revise) in accord-
ance with the provisions of this section, stand-
ards applicable to the emission of any air pollut-
ant from any class or classes of new motor vehi-
cles or new motor vehicle engines, which in his 
judgment cause, or contribute to, air pollution 
which may reasonably be anticipated to endan-
ger public health or welfare. Such standards 
shall be applicable to such vehicles and engines 
for their useful life (as determined under sub-
section (d) of this section, relating to useful life 
of vehicles for purposes of certification), wheth-
er such vehicles and engines are designed as 
complete systems or incorporate devices to pre-
vent or control such pollution. 

(2) Any regulation prescribed under paragraph 
(1) of this subsection (and any revision thereof) 
shall take effect after such period as the Admin-
istrator finds necessary to permit the develop-
ment and application of the requisite tech-

nology, giving appropriate consideration to the 
cost of compliance within such period. 

(3)(A) IN GENERAL.—(i) Unless the standard is 
changed as provided in subparagraph (B), regula-
tions under paragraph (1) of this subsection ap-
plicable to emissions of hydrocarbons, carbon 
monoxide, oxides of nitrogen, and particulate 
matter from classes or categories of heavy-duty 
vehicles or engines manufactured during or after 
model year 1983 shall contain standards which 
reflect the greatest degree of emission reduction 
achievable through the application of tech-
nology which the Administrator determines will 
be available for the model year to which such 
standards apply, giving appropriate consider-
ation to cost, energy, and safety factors associ-
ated with the application of such technology. 

(ii) In establishing classes or categories of ve-
hicles or engines for purposes of regulations 
under this paragraph, the Administrator may 
base such classes or categories on gross vehicle 
weight, horsepower, type of fuel used, or other 
appropriate factors. 

(B) REVISED STANDARDS FOR HEAVY DUTY 
TRUCKS.—(i) On the basis of information avail-
able to the Administrator concerning the effects 
of air pollutants emitted from heavy-duty vehi-
cles or engines and from other sources of mobile 
source related pollutants on the public health 
and welfare, and taking costs into account, the 
Administrator may promulgate regulations 
under paragraph (1) of this subsection revising 
any standard promulgated under, or before the 
date of, the enactment of the Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990 (or previously revised under 
this subparagraph) and applicable to classes or 
categories of heavy-duty vehicles or engines. 

(ii) Effective for the model year 1998 and there-
after, the regulations under paragraph (1) of this 
subsection applicable to emissions of oxides of 
nitrogen (NOx) from gasoline and diesel-fueled 
heavy duty trucks shall contain standards which 
provide that such emissions may not exceed 4.0 
grams per brake horsepower hour (gbh). 

(C) LEAD TIME AND STABILITY.—Any standard 
promulgated or revised under this paragraph 
and applicable to classes or categories of heavy- 
duty vehicles or engines shall apply for a period 
of no less than 3 model years beginning no ear-
lier than the model year commencing 4 years 
after such revised standard is promulgated. 

(D) REBUILDING PRACTICES.—The Adminis-
trator shall study the practice of rebuilding 
heavy-duty engines and the impact rebuilding 
has on engine emissions. On the basis of that 
study and other information available to the 
Administrator, the Administrator may prescribe 
requirements to control rebuilding practices, in-
cluding standards applicable to emissions from 
any rebuilt heavy-duty engines (whether or not 
the engine is past its statutory useful life), 
which in the Administrator’s judgment cause, or 
contribute to, air pollution which may reason-
ably be anticipated to endanger public health or 
welfare taking costs into account. Any regula-
tion shall take effect after a period the Adminis-
trator finds necessary to permit the develop-
ment and application of the requisite control 
measures, giving appropriate consideration to 
the cost of compliance within the period and en-
ergy and safety factors. 
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